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■ f:S53TO THE. 

Right Rererend Father in Goft, 

JON A T H A N. 

Bj Divine Pcrmiffion^ 

Lord Bifliop of Winchester, 

AND 

Prelate of the Moft Noble Order of the 

6 A & T £ &• 

May it pleafe Tour Urdjlnf^ 

TO accept* this public Tcftimony & 
Gratitude, from a man who ftands 
indebted to Tout* Lohoship for many fa- 
vours» great in themfelves, but made 
much greater hj your free and generous 
manner of conmti&g them. For they 
were not the effeAs of importunity, or the 
juft rewards of domeftic fervice ; they 
fprang not from dependence, or acquaint- 
ance ; being beftowed on one, who was 
(at the firft) little known to your Lordlhip^ 
othcnK^fe than by his honeft endeavour^ 
to retrieve tho£s Synodicai Rights of the 
a a clergy, 
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clergy, whcreaf-ilyou,'^>iSy Lord, have 
been all along, to your great honour, the 
avowedf itJctt iihd lender. J- 

I pennon nQt tl^^^inftance of your Lord* 
ftipfs SMidnM to imc/v'itli. jnyxviewcof 
diftinguifliing inyfelf from others. F6r 
youhavedou^#0tj^iBginflHri;^e, but what 
you have frequently praaifed fince the 

rtThis church, railed you- to theepifcopal 
dignity ; nothing; i^gt what hath been 
fucceffivcly acknowledged by all thofe who 
Itaydupnc&xed vybik right DtiseccntLiLanc 
to their labours, from iihe learned and 
venerable Dr. Pocock^ down to the mean 
Author of th(5ifett(Wwing7B«mbfis. .JEnd, 
1NlFhilc^^y?Wl^ .Lorjjfiftp r c^tiniios tp r repeat 
the fame; aft^ .of gewrofity, vy0U'llluftibe 
controitoi '^to iscccivc ttk^ Yff/y hxAt%<p 
knowlcdgfovcQts, ; fiaco w«, who fh^i^ i\m 

<>f.e)Kpr^ing' oun thdtik»:Nif»d doing jiiuEitiM 
$o7mir'chau:a^er, itl^Q'te^ ii^lcrfnifig tfce 
ynoHdj wiiy,>imdifeaw:th^ wf^re ^d«rific4 
to us, 

f The^fecr^uy, with which iwifc ftatcfioea 
condwH tljetr defigos for the publjcigood^ 
^> a*, that idle execution .ilone ih^H/makt 
Ibff cttiQo^ib^f ha(h bj^^^oiK Ito^dihip hceo 
..■•.' ^ i i" as 
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erf : bf^^SQ^M»«4 i Vhfcqh Jtiave fddom* ap^ 

ff^F^fVlibGit?* Mfho MFerd iDpft nearly iatet^ 
^ft^.iA the fuc<;cis of thum. By this 
f99afQ6/y0ibliayc, after the beft d^annei^ 
ferilideleii >aU ^ppHcatioas, by rendering 
^Hiy fitoti>oi|}yiunf)ec^fiary, but amprafti^ 
(4b)e .; «an4 'b»v<»t ei^j^yed to the utmoft 
^tittdi^ lboMw» a«d tbelplfiaiaieof wcUr 

: -In^e^dii there is rpctrc^ any virtue, which 
citberidiTpofest Uate mind to delerve well uf 
Other I9 Of adds CQitielincfs • and grace to 
^f^i^rvHig ^ioo^w thatxlijth oot manifeft- 
ly appear ^Qcl Aline in your Lordihip : And 
by th^fit r^comoicnding drcumiUnci^s^ 
ypu engage. the* Ycvy hearts of thole you 
oblige, and doUble the value of every kmdi 
oe& you: do them < 

To ^yj^f bQfhg(<ai,nd looking) y^r n^thin^ 
sgain^ la «the gofpd-rule of beneficence j 
aod your Lord«ii|) hathftricWy obferved it, 
For HQneof.your.gifts have been cloggecj 
with' Qonditioas; you have expected na 
retoras, but what every one, who hath ^ 
tT^airicfik) mmd, and a jufl fienfe of his duty^ 
would' leMeo ehoofe and delight to pay j 
Yaaiiafee aimed only at doing as boca ne 

yon 



vi DEDICATIONf. 

you in your high fiation ; aud when tho(e, 
vhom you advanced, did likewife as be- 
came them in their ftations, your deiires 
were anfwered, and you had your rewards 

It is well known, with What courtefy 
and eafe you have always treated thofc, 
whom you have once obliged ; on that 
very account they were fure of having a 
nearer and freer accefs to your Lordihip, 
inftead of being kept to the ufual tei^ms of 
difiance and dependance. You have been 
fo far from ever putting any man in mind 
of what you have done for him, that you 
would never bear to be put in mind of ft 
yourfclf ; and have not been more careful 
to prevent folicitations, than to avoid ac« 
knowledgments. You had the thanks of 
your own confcience, and you neither' 
needed, nor defired any other. 

It is the peculiar happinefs of thofe per- 
fons, on whom your favours are placed ; 
that they receive them from an hand emi- 
nent for its great and lafting fervices to 
our church and conftitution. For there 
are, 1 think, no enemies whatfoevcr, ei- 
ther of her doArine, difcipline, or worlhip 
(either within doors, or without) but what 
your Lordfhip hath, in the courfe of your 

episcopal 
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epifcfopal goverQm^nt, lyrithfiood, and 
baffled. . 

You were one of thofc feven prelates 
(worthy of honourable remembrance) who 
gave the moft effeAual check to the at« 
tempts of Popery in a late reign, and pre- 
ferved the pure profefiion of Chriftianity 
among us by the fame fuffering methods, 
by which it was at firft propagated* It can 
never be forgotten, with what a true Chrif- 
tian fpirit (fuch as animated the chief paf- 
tors of the church, in thofe days, when 
epifcopacy was a certain ftep to martyr-v 
dom) you fiood forth, and oflFered your« 
fclf willingly to witnejs a good confejjion ; 
how fblicitous you were, left the tower- 
gates ihould have been Ihut upon thofe ex* 
cdlent perfons, ere your diftance would 
permit you to accompany them in their 

fknious confinement; to partake of which, 
'OQ made as muchhafie, asfomemen af- 
terwards did, to draw the advantages of it 
to themielves, under a new turn of affairs* 
. When that happened, new occafions al- 
io of ferving the church otfered themfelves 
to your Lordfhip, which you as readily em- 
braced. The fatherly vigilance and exem- 
plVY finnnefs, you then (hewed, in frut 
trating the methods made ufe of to per. 

petuatc 



and. fcminaricSj^wcre.obferved witH> ^)m^ 
tArti and owneil^ with th^ttk^- by all diat 
1«4ffied well • to OBF eftablifiitiient j[ JWr^ 
ttmia they; wh<!> wiffiedMHi t©^ it, jftfiiji 
tildrnean < endeavour of lfeci?rrng to tATe <m-a 
dSttarjr that power; whiclV Kfe* always^ eta'^ 
joyed,* and of wfikh' he i» ttofr*yc|P d^«ftB 
^d-, and' ofconfiHiing* a Idgal inddlg^nc^ 
V^ithiii thb bounds prefcribSi by* that Uw^ 
iWitch'gaVe birth* to'it. 
^ ShalU tike notice hiei'e^ oFtkfe feaftfiii 
able! and liberal tttcoo^ageiwettt yeuTeach^ 

who rcppefffed the bbld attempts'of ISkmri^ 
by hta learn ed arid ^C'cnraf e writtngs f^' l4 
naayv I thtrik^ become liie'tdineiitft&iieveEl 
^is parttculap*a<Skjf ^our bbuntyv fifaceit 
Hkd a general ^im* and iofiuencej and wn^ 
not terminatediiitheFerfonv hbwdd^f^ 
hig - foever, bbt in • thfe- rigWcbus'^^OiHflb 
which he efpouftkf; and^ whfieh as^^ydirf 

ail lawful mean^-to fupporti' foyour » tAn* 
per inclines^yotirarthfef ^to^pfdinote bjrre* 
trards than: pumfthnrcnts.* T ' 

^ The iRSars of ^^opery wei^ftftpce rsnStifi 
ed; when^Herefy began^ta-dffieff^iti-vc^ 
ftonij andtbe&ei^iia7«feri«e^biir«ktt 
*^- * wcrc^ 
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were^ after a daring and petulant manner^ 
expofed to public fcorn, even in one of 
thofe famous Seats C\{ Knowledge^ wbic& 
then were, and ftill are, the chief bul- 
warks of trae religion. It pleafed God, 
that you were now poffelTed of a See, 
which gave you power to vifit and correft. 
fuch enormities ; and you exerted that 
power with zeal and vigour ; driving out 
from the fchools of learning a difciple of 
'Artus^ who had all the craft and obftinacy 
of his mafter, and the good-luck, for fome 
time, to be as well fupportcd. The pro- 
fee u ting of this caufe was attended with 
fo many difBfculties, as would have i(hakeu 
a refolution lefs firm' than your Lordfliip's* 
But the difcharge of your great truft, and 
the maintenance of God's tfuft, Were the 
fprings which had fet you on work ; and 
and they who a^t upon fuch principles, 
can never be difcouraged. 

The iffue of that raettiorable ftruggle, 
.as it was of great advantage to the church, 
and the univerfities, in other refpeAs, fo 
particularly in this, that it fixed the pawer 
of vifitors (not till then ackripwledged 
final) upon the fure foundation of a judg- 
ment in parliament ; and by that means, 
made fo cjffedual a provifion for the future 

Vol. I. , b quiefi 
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quiet of thofe learned bodies^ as may pe 
I'eckoned equal to the greateft benefactions* 
i This, and another parliamentary deci- 
jBon, which your Lordlhip, not lohg af- 
ter, with equal difficulty, detained ; and 
l)y which the bilHops fole right to judgp 
qf the qualifications of perfons applying for 
inftitution, was unalterably confirmed ; 
are fiich inftances of your ifiagnanimity, 
and public fpirit, as. will remain in memo- 
iy, while the church or the law of £ng^ 
land lafts. Far they were not temporary 
Services, to be made ufe of, and talked (h 
for -a while, and then forgotten ; but (a^ 
the hiftorian truly ifaid of Ins own writings) 
|)erpetual acquiiitiohs, laid up for the bcf^ 
hefit of fucceeding ages* And he who 
contends for common rights, with lowei* 
iims than thefe, means not the conftitu- 
iion, but himfelf ; and deferves not the 
ipplaufe even of his own times, when he 
is not difinterefted enough to look beyond 
ihem. 

' It wasthefcnfqofthefcimportantfervices, 
already done by your Lorcuhip, that occa- 
i^oried a general joy among good men^ 
when they beard of your intended tranfc 
lation to the See ofWtncbeJier. Particularly, 
ibe clergy of that Diocefe, and theuniver- 

fity 
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fity of Oxford^ who were chiefly conqerncd 
in the confequences of your promotion, 
received the firft accounts of it with the 
greatell fatisfadHon, and were in pain 
^hik the event was fvlpended— A fufpenife 
which, we may {H*efume, defigned to do 
honour to your Lordfhip, and to juftify 
the wifdom of her majefty's choice ; fincc 
it tended to (hew how imjj^atiently you 
were expefted, and defired, by thofe who 
were to be under your infpe&ion .and 
authority* 

Among 41 the learned bodies, whofe 
fiopes and fears were then in greateft agi- 
tation, none was more, (or with more rea- 
fon) folicitous than that houfe, which had 
the honour of educating your Lordfhip^ 
and i^ftiliing into your mind thofe prin* 
ciples, which whoever hath once imbibed, 
jfeldom forlakes ; an,d whofoever forfakc^ 
not, niuft immoveably adhere to the true 
ititcrefts of the church, and monarchy. 
Whilft that fruitful parent thus trains up 
her children, flie is fecure of protedlion 
and favour from your Lordfhip, or from 
whoever elfe he be, that hath not been 
w:th-held from doing good to her, in evil 
days, by malicious and groundlels cla- 
iBOurs. Under your and their ihadow ihe 

b 2 bath 
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hzXhrefled at noon^ wben theheat was xsiq&, 
intetilc and fcorching. She hath flourilhcd 
hithcrto,and will, I doubt not, ftill'Coutinuc 
to flouriih, though her enemies be many 
and mighty, and d^iXy Jhoot out their arrows 
againfl her^ even bitter words. She looks 
upon your Lordfliip's advancement, aS-» 
fure token, that divine Providence is ftili 
propitious to her ; and, encouraged by this 
profpeft,(lie is ready to take up her parable, 
and fay : " Jofeph is a fruitful bough, even a 
*' fruitful bough by a well, whole branches 
*« run over the wall. . The archers have 
*' forely grieved him. and (hot at him^ 
*' and hated him : but his bow abode in 
*' ftrength, and the arms of his hands 
*' were made ftrong by the hands of the 
** mighty God of Jacob : froip thence is 
« the Shepherd, the Stone of Ifraei:' 

In the names of thefe, and of all other 
the true friends and fons of the church, 
permit me, my Lord, to congratulate your 
acceflion to a See, which will aiFord you 
fuch a fphere of afl:ion as you were mad^ 
to fill ; which will furniih you with many 
welcome opportunitieji of doing good, of 
jewaiding merit, of cherilhing piety and 
virtue, of encouraging perfons, difting- 
viihcd.by their Icainingj .their luidaunted 

aiTertioa 
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aiTertipn of dmne truths, and undiflemblcd 
zcai for our admirable conftitution in 
church and flate; which wilt, in fhort, 
enable you to carry on all thofe excellent 
deiigns, to which your upright and boun* 
tiful heart is religioufly inclined. 

What may we not promife ourfelvcs 
from the influence of your Lordlhip't 
condud in fo eminent a ftation ? from your 
known courage and fervency in the caule 
of G:^d, and his church ? from the great* 
nefs of your mind, the goodnefs of your 
jntentiqns, and the foundnefs of your 
principles? from that habitual love of 
worthy deeds, which you contrafted fo 
early, and have by long practice confirm- 
ed ? and from your experience of the fuc- 
cefs that hath attended you in all you have, 
fuffered, or done foi: the public ? 

By your Lordihip's tneans, and within 
the circle of your power, we doubt not but 
to fee all proper fteps taken towards reviv- 
ing decayed difcipline; andrefioring church 
cenfures to their due force and credit ; to- 
wards detecting and defeating clandeftinc 
Simoniacal contracts ; towards fecuring 
the rights %nd revenues of the clergy from 
encroachments, refcuing their perfons and 
facred f undUon from contempt, and free- 
ing 



ihg religion itfelf from the infiilts now 
ihade upon it by blafpheihous tongues, 
and pens, vnth' equal bbld'nefs and impvl- 
iity. 

Thefe, My Lord, arc the exjpeftations 
with which the beft men are nqw cnter- 
fainiiigf thenafelves, and which you are 
Raftfcinirig to make good. The alftions of 
flic paft years of yoiir life are a fure carncft 
ahd pledge of wh^it thofe to conic wiH proi 
diicie;' arid thie bright example you have 
fet long ago to ybuKelf and to others, 
ffiill grow brighter in^ proportion to . your 
piliwer anil opporturiitie? : for " the patH 
6f the jiift is as the iKihirig light, t;hat 
ihiheth more and more unto a perfeft day/* 

The grekt honours arid revenues^ ftill 
atinextd to fonie few ftiat ions in the church, 
are the chief mark which impiety, envy, 
ihd facrile^e aim at ; ancl much they have 
to fay, why religion (hibuld be flripfied o£^ 
th'tfe fuperfluous and unprofitable orna-[ 
fhents. But-malicc itfelf is difarm'ed, and 
all objcftions are filenced, when thofc re* 
wards are beftowed on men, who, by their 
^irth and virtues, and experience, are e» 
yery way qualified for them ; whofe here- 
ditary fortunes, and nople natures^ fet' 
(hem above all mean defigns of diverting- 

the 



Jthc patrimony of ^c churfji tp i?npfi9B?r 
iifcs; and who arc 'ready fhercfqrc to r©- 
pedbac^ upon religion tlie ady^tages thcf 
(derive frow^^ thence, aiid jtp a^oupd ip aH 
tlie offices of ho^itaJity afid charily, i^ 
proportion to whajt they ppjpy. 1 pec4 
not iTay, how far thefe c^cefient qiiilili^ 
belong to yqpr Lordfhip, and are; z gq^fc^ 
|ed part of ypyr charaftcr. 
' When we compare the go94 wh\A yon 
^aye done^ my Lor49 with ^s^t MfhicJl 
you have received, i( t^ring^ %g Q)iQd th( 
appofitc paffagc p| the prophet; ; •* The 
liberal deyifet^ liberal things, ai}d by Ur 
perar things ihall (le b? e(tabli(he4*/' yo.uc 
|^or4ihip is an illuftrip^s inflao^e pf ti^i 
truth ; for the b^^fj^ngs you b^tve fp plea? 
Jii^uiiy (catter?d on, tbpfc b€ne9tb you, 
have been' m}iltipliie4 on your p^.n bead 
^oip above; and yon have r^^pec} tb4 
benefits of a rap^ gpnerpus apdfixW ^codf 
fiiip, in ^ike m^^ner as you {bwe.d tljem* 
{^ You>ayjC ©vcn, n»y LprcJ, and. it hatl> 
tjepn given unto yQU ; gopd oieafute^ pr^A 
i^d dpwn^ ih^k&n t;pgetfaer, and rqni^nfi^ 
over : for witH ^hc tame Qie^ture, whicjot 
W.H n?fi^«4.FitJjal, bath ijt. b^en (^od may 
i% evpr be) pijeafured Xq you again^ . ' ) 
Vpur ^ppipefe, njx JU>rd* ia naw. u 

complete 
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complete as all the profperouscircumfianceft 
of life can make it ; and your private 
'domeftic felicities (a cafe rarely knoU'n)arc 
no ways inferior to thofe of a more pub*- 
lie and fplendid nature. For you are 
happy in the beft of Ladies, as fheis in the 
tendereft of hufbands ; you have the beft 
of Brothers, and the beft of Children ; 
thofe arrows in the hand of the mighty, 
man, which are both his ornament and 
defence ; God be thanked, your quiver 
is full of them ! And he amongft them, 
who is to inherit your ample fortunes, 
doth, by his early love of learning, and 
liioft virtuous difpofition, promife, that 
he will one day do honour even to that 
honourable ftock from which he fprings; 

With fuh a variety of bleifings hath God 
furrounded you ! and, that nothing may 
be wanting, he hath blefled you likewife 
with a heart and ikill to ufe them. May 
you, through his goodnefs, enjoy an 
uninterrupted continuance of them; and 
fuch a length of days, as will give you 
room to improve them to the utmoft, ^or 
his glory and the public benefit. 

This, my Lord, is the unanimouls wilh 
of all that have been obliged by you, of 
all that honour you J that is, of all that 

truly 
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trulf know you: but of ooiie matt 
than hifii) who now offers thefe Ser« 
mons to your Lx>r(hip^ and, with that 
fincerity which becomes a preacher of di« 
vine truths profeffes himfelf to be, by all 
the tics of efieem and duty» gratitude; and 
inclination^ 



T^ur LokDtHt?^i 



MoJI DiVimUdf and 

Ever Faithful Servant^ 
Fa. ATTERBURT* 
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"Jaiv arid "the prophets. '- tpjy - 

S E R M-O'N ± 

Of Religious Retlfemeiit 
St*MATTH. xiv. 23. 
tfhen he hadfsnt the multitude wmay^ be vtinf jkp 
intoam^tmtainf apart toffay* tXi^ 
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The D u T y of Praife and thankfglving. 
PSALM L. 14 

Offer unto Cod Than/giving* 

AMONG the many excellencies of this 
pious colleftion of hymns, for which 
fo particular a value hath been fct upon 
it by the church of God in all ages, this is not 
the leaft, that the true price of duties is tbere 
juftly ftated ; men are called off from reftlng 
in the outward fhew of Religion, in ceremo- 
nies and ritual obfervances ; and taught rather 
to pra£life (that which was fhadowcd out by thcfc 
Vol. I. A ^ ritcij 
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rices, and to frhich they are defigned to lead) 
found inward virtue and piety. 

The feveral compofers of thefe hymns were . 
prophets ; perfbns, whofe buiinefs it was, not on- 
ly-to^foreteU EventSi^forthebcwfit of thrchurcli:; 
inrfucceedingr times,, but to conreftaad^refbrn^' 
alfo what was amifs in that raee of men with 
whom they lived and coaveDfed;. to preferve a 
fooliih people from idolatry and £fclfe worfhip ; 
to rtfcu^ ihe law- from corrupt gfofies andiuper- 
(titious abnfes ; and to put* men in mind of^what 
they were ifo willing to' forget) that eternal and 
invariable nile, which before thde pcfitive duties^ 
would continue after them, and was to be obfer- 
ved,^ even,the% in preference to them. 

The dUtharge, I* fay, of thb part of the pro- 
phetic office takingup fo mujph room in the book 
of P/almsi this-hadi been- one i^afon, among 
many others^ why they have been always fo highly 
efteemed ; becaufe we are from hence funuflxed* 
withia proper- noply/tar an 'alignment commool^ 
made ufe of by unbelievers ; who look upon alt 
revealed religioiiS]as|)ious frauds: and knpoftures, 
on account of the ^prejudices they have entertain- 
ed in relation to that of the Jews : The whole of 
which. they firftiuppofc to lie in external per£or- 
nxances, and then'cafily perfiiade themfelves, ,that 
Gbd could never be the Authbrof fuch^merqpjeaj 
of pageantry and empty formality, nor deligh t in a* 
worfhip, which confifted purely in a number of odd,* 
unaccountably ceremonies. Which objedliou of 
theirs we fliould not .be. able thoroughly to anfwer, 
unlcfs we could prove (chiefly out of the P/aims, 
and other parts of the prophetic writings} thut the 

Jcwifli 
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'Jcwilh religion was femewhat more than bare o.ut- 
/£de and fhow ; and that inward purity, and the 
devotion oF the hearty was a duty then, as well as 
now. One great inftante of this ptoof we)have in 
the words now beJEore ui ; which are taken from 
a pfalm of ^faph^ written on purpofe to fet out 
the weaknefi and 'worthlefTneTs of external perfor- 
mances, when compared with more fubftantial 
and vital duties. To enforce which do^lriiie, 
God himfelf is brought in, as delivering it. Hear^ 
my people f and I vfillfpeak, Ifratl and I wiU 
tejlify againjl thee : lam Godj even thy God. The 
preface is very folemn ; and therefore what it 
uihers in, we may be fure, is of no common im« 
portance : I will not reprove thee for thyfarrifices^ 
or thy burnt^fferings^ to have been continually be» 
fore me* That is, I will not fo reprove thee for 
any £iiilures in thy facrifices and burnt-offerings, 
as if thefe were the only, .or the chief things I re- 

?uired of thee. / will take no bullock out of thy 
oufey nor he-^oat out of thy folds. I prefcribed not 
Sacrifices to thee, for tny own fake, becaufe I need^ 
cd them : For every beafi of tbeforeji is mine^ and 
the cattle upon a thoufand hills. Mine they are, 
and were, before ever I commanded thee to offer 
them to me; fo that (as it follows) If I were hun^ 
gfy% yet would I not tell t bee ; for the world is mine, 
and the fulnefs thereof But can ye be fo grofs 
and fenlelefs, as to think me liable to hunger and 
thirft ? as to imagine that wants of that kind can 
touch me ? Will I eat the fiefb of bulls j or drink 
the bkod cf £oats .^— Thus doth he expoftulate . 
fcverely with them, after the moft graceful man- 
ner of the eallern poetry. The ifllie of which is, 
A 2 a 
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a plain and full refolution of the cafe, in thofe 

few words of the text. Offer unto Gad thanhf-* 

giving. Would you do your homage the moft 
agreeable way ? would you render the moft ac- 
ceptable of fervices ? Offer unto God thank/giving* 
The ufe I intend to make of thefe words, is, 
from hence to raife fome thoughts about that very 
excellent and important duty of praife and thanki- 
giving : A fubjeft, not unfit to be difcourfed of, 
it this time : whether we confider, either the 
more than ordinary coldnefs that appears of late 
in men's tempers towards the practice of this (or 
any other) part of a warm and afFefting devotion; 
the great occafion of fetting afide this particular 
day in the calendar, fome years ago ; or the new 
irftances of mercy and goodnefs, which God hath 
lately been pleafed to beftow upon us : anfwering 
at laft the many prayers and faftings, by which 
we have bcfought him fo long for the eftablifh- 
ment of their majefties throne, and for the fuc- 
cefs of their arms ; and giving us, in his own 
good time, an opportunity or appearing before 
him in the more delightful part of our duty, with 
jhe voice of joy and praife^ with a muhitude thai 
keep kely'dayy Pfal. xlii. 4. 

Offer unto Cod thank/giving — ^Which that we 
may do, let us enquire firft, how we are to un- 
derftand this command of offering praife and 
thankfgiving unto God •, and then how reafonablc 
it is that we fhould comply with it. 

Our cnquii7 into what is meant here, will be 
very fhort : For who is there, that underftands 
any thing of religion, but knows, that the offer- 
ing 
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ing praifc and thanks to God implies, our having 
a lively and devout fenfe of his excellencies, and 
of his benefits ; our recolleAing them with humi- 
lity and thankfulnefs of heait ; and our expreffing 
thefe inward affeftions by fuitable outward figns ; 
by reverent and lowly pofturcs of body, by fongs, 
and hymns, and Ipiritual ejaculations ; either 
privately, or publickly j either in the cuftomary 
and daily fervice ef the church, or in its more 
folemn Aflemblies, convened upon extraordinary 
occafions ? This is the account, which every 
chriflian eafily gives himfelf of it 5 and which, 
therefore, it would be needlefs to enlarge upon. 
I (hall only take notice on this head. That praife 
and thankfgiving do, in ftriftnefs of fpeech, 
fignify things fomewhat different. Our praife 
properly terminates in God, on the account of 
his natural excellencies and perfeftions ; and is 
that aft of devotion by which we confefs and 
admire his fcveral attributes : But thankfgiving 
is a narrower duty, and imports only a grateful 
fenfe and acknowledgment of paft mercies. We 
praife God for all his glorious afts, of every kind, 
that regard either us, or other men ; for his very 
vengeance, and thofe judgments which he fomc- 
times fends abroad in the earth : But we thank 
' him (properly fpeaking) for the inftances of his 
goodnefs alone ; and for fuch only of thefe, as 
we ourfelves are fome way concerned in. This, 
I fay, is what the two words ftriftly imply : But 
fince the language of fcripture is generally lefs 
exaft, and ufeth either of them often to expreft 
the other by, I fliall not think myfelf obliged, in 

what 
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<wiiat fdVLom, thus nicdy always to dlftingulfh 

Now the great reafonabknefs of this duty of 
yraifc or thank^iving, and oijr fcvcral obligati- 
ons to it, yrSL appear J if we either confidcr it 
abfolutcly in itfelif, as the debt of our natures ; 
or compare it with other duties, and fliew the 
«rank it bears among them ; or fet out, in the 
laft place, fome of its peculiar properties and 
'advantages, with regard to the devout perform- 
er of it, 

L The duty of Praife and thankfgiving, con- 
fideped ahfolutely in itfelf, is, I fay, the debt, and 
Jaw of our nature. We had fuch faculties befto w- 
ed on us by ,our creator, as made us capable of 
fatisff ing this debt, and obeying this law ; and 
they never, therefore, work more naturally and 
freely, than when they are thus employed. 

Tis one of the earlieft inftrudions j[iven us by 
Philolophy, and which hath ever fince been ap- 
proved and inculcated by the wifeft men of all 
ages^ That the Original defign of making man 
was, that he might praife and honour him who 
made him. When God had finifhed this goodly 
frame of things we call the world, and put toge- 
ther the feveral parts of it, according to his in- 
finite wifdom, in' exa^ number, weight, and 
' mcafure j there was ftill wanting a creature in 
thefe lower regions, that could apprehend the 
beauty, order, and exquifite contrivance of it; 
that, from contemplating the gift, might be able 
to raife itfelf up to the great giver, aixl do honour 
to all his attributes. Every thing indeed that God 

made 



made did, m ib«G>&sicy- gJk>Fify?ia wtkorV:. idaCi 
xnisclvas itcairriedieupoa tbe^JaiQ mark and vm^ 
prre&of the Dekyv wd was* su» o&ft wo^tbyof 
that firft caufe- frojH)^ whence- it fl)9w6d^ add-th\ir 
m^ht the heavdM bd iiudv at the fisii oKMoent ki 
which they ftoodforth^ ^fak iM.- k /« dichre hh 
ghxy.^ndthefipmam$nt't9/b0W'hislhmdy-'W4rh But 
this- wasanimpeiife&aaddtfedlite £^017.; the^fign- 
wa^ofna iigfcnficadonhepebelov, wh^ there w&r - 
no on&here ^ Vet tortakd notict of itv Man-,* 
thsrefo]%, was foriAed to fuf^ply tht^ wvint; en«« 
duedwith peweirfr fit to find out, aixdto aeknow^' 
ledger thefe»iaAlimitedpe9;£e£l:iOn8^ andrthen'piit 
into dais temple of God,- thie lower w>(M*ld^ a5 thet 
prieft of natDS^ . to o&r-up the iacenfl; of thanks- 
aoid pi?ai& for the mute and^the*iofeiifiUe' pbrt of 
thecreatioa*- 

Tfaisy I fay^ hathr been the ofiinioi^ all> along: 
of the-moft thou^tfuimei}, down*f)x>in<tfaij moSi 
andeat times^ And.tho^' it-beaotOeifiOQftrati^yi' 
yet is. it. what we caDoot but judg<f Y&^f reafoih* 
aUev if we^do but allow, that man was miide for 
fomeexid^or ochor^ and that he id capable oFpcr^ * 
cciiving^tl^tend*' Fox^ th6d); let us ~ feardh'^and 
enquire ^levei; fa oztich^? we'fhaU fiud no other ac« 
tout of himithat we^ cmi rdft upon* fo wtU»« IJ- 
we fay,. That he wai» made purdy for the good* 
pjieaiuse^ oiGod;>thl9 is| iti effeA, t6*fay^ thae' 
lie<wa$*inade for ifo determioateend} orfot none, 
atleaft, thatwe-candifcerft. Ifvwfay, Thathe' 
was-defigoed^as^an inftance/of the wifdom, and • 
power^.and goodaefs of God; thfsundcicd- may 
be thereafon of his^^tn^ in general; • fb^ 'tis the 
common reafon of thtfbeiii^of every tUnghefides* 

But 
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But it g^ves no account^ why he was made Aich 
a being as he is, a reflcfling, thoughtful, inqui- 
fitivc being : The particular feafon of this feems 
moA aptly to be drawn from the praife and ho« 
nour that was (not only to redound to God from 
him, but) to be given to God by him. 

TTiis duty, therefore, is tlie debt and law of 
our nature. And it will more diftinftly appear 
to be fuch, if we tonfider the two ruling faculties 
of our mind, the underftanding and the will, 
appart; in both which it is deeply founded: In 
the underftanding, as in the principle of reafon, 
which owns and acknowledges it; in the will, as 
in the fountain of Gratitude and return, which 
prompts and even conftrains us to pay it. 

Reafon was given us as a rule and mcafurc, by 
the help of which we were to proportion our es- 
teem of every thing, according to the degrees of 
perfeftion and goodnefs which we found therein* 
It cannot, therefore, if it doth its office at all, 

■ but apprehend God as the beft and moft perfeft 
being ; it muft needs fee, and own, and admire, 
his infinite perfeftions. And this is what is ftriftly 
meant by praife 5 which, therefore, is expreflcd 
in fcripture by confeffion to God, and acknow- 
ledging him; by afcribing to him what is his due; 
and, as far as this fenfe of the words reaches, 
'tis impoffible to think of God without praifing 
him. For it depends not on the underftanding 
how it fhall apprehend things, any more than it 
doth on the eye how vifible obj efts fhall appear to it. 
The duty takes the farther and furer hold of 
us, by the means of our will, and that ftrong 
bent towards gratitude which the Author of our 

nature 
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nature hath implanted in it. There is act a more 
aftive principle than this in the mind of man s and 
furely, that which deferves its utmoft force, and 
ihould fet <all its fprings at work, is Ck>d: the 
great and univerfal Benefadtor, ^rom whom alone 
we received whatever we either have, or are, and 
to whom we can poffibly repay nothing but our 
praifes, or (to fpeak more properly on this head^ 
and according to the ftri£k import ojf the word) 
our thankigivings* . fVho hath firfi given to Cod 
.(faith the gre^at apoftle in his ufual figure), and it 
Jhallbe neompenfeduntohim againf Agift, itfeemS^ 
always requires a recompence : Nay, but of him^ 
and through him^ and to him are all things : Of 
him^ as the Author ; Through him^ as the Prefer- 
ver and Governor j To Um^ as the End and Per- 
. fe£liQn of all things ; To whom thtrefore (as it fol- 
lows) ^^^/cr^/^r ^z/^r. Amen! 

Gratitude confifls in an equal return of benefitS| 
if we are able ) or of thanks, if we are not : 
Which • thanks, therefore, muft rife always in 
proportion as the favours received are great, aiid 
the receiver incapabhe of making any other fort of 
requital. Now, fince no man hath benefited Go4 
at any time, and yet every man, in each moment 
of hU life, is continually benefited by Him, what 
ftrong obligations muft we needs be under to 
thank hiiti ? 'Tis true, our thanks are really aa 
Infignificant to huh, as any other kind of return 
would be ; in themfelves indeed, they are worth- 
lefs; but his goodnefs h^th put a value upon 
them: He hath declared, he will accept them in 
lieu of the vaft debt we Owe : and, after that^ 

Vol* I. B which 
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^lilck U Ctteft l6r us. t6 ^ptM liO#t&ey cottl6 
t6 be taken zt Al^ equiVdent^. or to p^ theaa? 

It ll, t&et^fdf (f|( ^6 ^6i6e of tiatut-e (ag &r ^ 
|ratitiide itfelf i^ (b) that tht sbod diings ^t tt^ 
ttivt ftoia above^ mould be ihtt back agal^ ililb 
fher, in tkanks tod* {itaifti^ ax f i&^ Wt;^r j rtt;) fW 
^ /Air^tf / /d tki pinck {iht Octzh of Benefieence) 
from wbetitc thi HVits tmt, thither &ouid thiy 
irituritdfaiii, tttltf. l 7. 

ll. We iiaveconfldered the duty abfdlutet]^; W^ 
lire nolir to cotnps^t H i^Ith others^ and to (he what 
Ifank it bears ainongtfiem. And here w^fhaUfind^ 
that^ ^ifiohg ril the aftsbf religion, Itnitiediatel^ 
aJdrelfed to God, thb Is xntith the nobteft and 
moft ekeellent i as it ihuft n6eds be, li what hath 
been laid down bis 4ll6wed, that the tnd df manV 
crcktion Was, to ptaift khd glorify God. Fot 
that cannot but be di6 moft noble and ejtcell^tii 
feft 6i any being, Which bfeft attfwe^ the tad 
imd defign df it. Oth^r paTtd of detottofr, &cb 
as confeffidn and nraj^er, ftetii not drl|inally tt> 
haVe bebn defigned for mais nor inaii for themv 
They iinply gmit and want, with Which the Rat6 
^f innocence was iidt acquainted. Kad tnaTi 
Continued iii tMt eftate, his Wdrfhip (like the <fe» 
Motions of aikgels) had been paid tb Heki^n iilr 
pure af!s of thanklgiVihg ; and nothing had beeA 
left for him fo dd, beyohd enjoying the gOddi 
things of life, ^ naturb direfted, and praifih^ 
the Gpd of nature who beftowed them. But 
feeing fallen fix>m inhbc^n^e, and abundance; ha« 
\ing contrafted guilt, and forfeited hi» right td 
yi lorts d^ihercies ; ptayer and cdnftiilon b^c&mfe 
hcceiTary for a tiiae> td retriere the lodj aiid re- 
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iborfi him tQ Utfit ftaixc ifb/(r^a be ibgold be abte 
ip live without th,cm. Tbcft arc j?ttc4j ibljrcfor^ 
for a lover difpeofatioQi b^pre wbich, ia parar 
fUfe, there was nothiog %xit (uraiie| ^4 aftef 
whicbi fhere ihall be pqthjfig \m\ tb?t* ^^^ heaveq. 
0^r perfeQ ftate did at firii, and wUl ^ laft, con* 
^ in the perforo^^m^e of 4^s 4vt]ri and herein, 
therefore, Ik) the exceQeii^ mi tbc hpnour of 
<^^r nature. 

: rTis the &me way of r^^afpning, by which th? 
^oi^le hath given th^ prefereni;e to charier, bcr 
fQni fait;h, ^nd Hope, an4 eir^ry Spiritual gift. 
j^ Cor. :^ii. 8. Chdrity never /niietbf faith he ; 
ineaiii;Eig, that.it is nQt a virtue ufeful only in this 
lUkf fyxt will accompaiiy ^s alfo into the next: 
'fif4t yilfej ker tber^ hje fnrophfffifs^ they Jball fail s 
ni^bether there be tongue ^ tbey fixule^afe : whether 
iberif k^ kn9viU4gf, itjfball v^mjb away : Thefe 
^e gifts of a te^n^Qrary advantage, and fhall all 
ip/^rjfti v9l £hfi M^^ vcj% 9» For we know in part^ 
^nd w^ propkefy in part* Our prefent ftate is imr 
pcrfeft J ftnd> therefore, what belongs to that, 
^md only that, muft be ioipcrfeft too. ** But when 
^t wluch Is perfp^ Qiall come^ then that which 
U in part fhall be done away,** vcr. lo. The argu- 
ment pf St. Pauly we fee, which fets charity above 
Ac reft of chriftian graces, will give praife alfo 
tl^c pre-reminencc over ^l the parts of chriftiaa 
worlbip 9 and we may conclttde our reafoning, 
therefore, as he doth his : *' And now abideih 
confe£Eon, prayer, and praife, thefe three j but 
the gre^teft of thefe is, praife/' 

Ittsfo, certainly, on other accopnts, as well 

as this ; partiqilarly^ as it is the moft difintereftcd 
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branch of our religious fervice j fiich a$ hath the 
moft of God, and the Icaft of ourfclves In it. of 
any we pay^ and therefore approaches the nearcft 
of any to a pure, and free, arid perfeft aft of 
homage. For though a good aftion doth not 
grow immediately worthless by being done with 
the profpeftof advantage, as fome have ftrangely 
imagined ; yet it will be allowed, I ftippofc, that 
its being done without the mixture of that end, 
or with as little of it as is pofBble, recommends 
It fo much the more, and raifes the price of it. 
Doth Job f far Cod for nought ? Job i. g. was an 
objcftion of Satan ; which implied, that thofc 
duties were moft valuable, where our own intereft 
>vas le'aft aimed at : and God feems, by the com- 
, miflion he then gave fatan to tiy experiments 
upon Joh^ thus far to have allowed his pleaJ 
Now our requefts for future, and even our ac- 
knowledgments of paft mercies, centre purely ini 
ourfclves ; our own intereft is the direft aim of 
them. But prajfe is a generous and unmcrcenaiy 
principle, wnich propofes no other end to itfelr, 
but to do, as is fit for a creature endowed with 
fuch faculties to do, towards the moft perfeft and 
beneficent of beings; and to pay the willing tribute 
of honour there, where the voice of reafon dired^s 
us to pay it. God hath indeed annexed a blef- 
fmg to the duty •, and when we know this, we 
cannot chufe, while we are performing the duty, 
but have fome regard to the blcfEng which belongs 
to it. However, that is not the direft aim of our* 
devotions, nor was it the firfl motive that ftirred 
Vs \ip to them. Had it been fo, we fhould na- 
turally have betaken ourfclves to prayer, and 

breathed 
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beathed out our defires in that form -wherein they 
are moft properly conveyed. 
" In fhort, praife k our moft excellent work j a 
work common to the church triumphant and 
Militant, and which lifts us up into a communion 
and Fellowfhip with angels. The matter, about 
\vhich it is converfant, is always the perfeftion$ 
of God's Nature ; and. the a A itfelf is.the perfec«f 
itipn of ours. • . 

; IIL-I come now, in the laft. Place,' to fet out 
Xome of its -pccvlizr froffrties and:advantdges\ 
which recommend it to the devour performer. 
And, 

i/?. It is the moft pleafing part of our devotions^ 
It proceeds always from a lively, chcai-ful temper 
of mind; and it cherifhes and improves /what it 
proceeds from. Pfalm cxlvii x.^ For it is good ti 
jing prai/es unto our Gad {{^js one, whofc experi- 
ence, in this cafe, we may rely upon) ; for is plea^ 
fdnty and praije is comely. Petition and confef-^ 
fion are the language of the indigent and the guil- 
ty, the breathings of a fad and a contrite fpirit : 
Jam. V. 23. Js any affii6led f Let him pray : But 
is any merry ? Let him Jing pfalms. The moft u- 
fual and natural way of men's^xpreffiug the mirrb 
of their hearts, is, in a fong ; and fongs are the 
very language of prajfe ; to the expreiHng of 
which they are in a peculiar manner appropriat- 
ed, and are fcarce of any other ufe in rdigion. 
Indeed, the whole com pofition of this duty is, 
fuch, as throughout fpeaks eafe and delight to 
the mind: It proceeds from love, and from 
thaakfulnefs; from love, the fountain of pleafune, 

the 
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Ijhc p9ffim» ^bi^ mc9i ^Yt^ry tluog ^iri; dp^ qk 
enjoy, its relifli anasigrcc^WcacO. Frpq^tjiatifcp 
fiilAiffti whi<4i WYolvcs Ip it ihfi mcmorjr of paft 
^fiticfi^s i ^Jic ^^I prcfcf^c? of them to xb^ 
piin4i aiuj tjic rcpc wd eqjoyijacnt pf thcii>, A^4 
9^3 it prinpiplc U> fochi^ it» e|id plfo. For it pro^ 
^ux^th quU aad ?^fc tp r|ie p;^iivl, by dqine; fqi»<?r 
ivh«it mw?rds fatis^ing ^t 4cht whipft it 1^ 
Iboured under i by delivering it of tlipf^ thppfhtf 
of praife and gratitude, thofe .Exultations it is fa 
fyH .of 5 a»4 ▼W<:>i .would grow wxefify i|nd 
trcmbUfomc to it, if thjey w^re kept |n, Jf 
tiw thaiifefu} rcfrwqd, it wquWb^ /lawi^a^^^ri^ 
f f ^^m .' But then, then is their fiulfatisfiea a/ 
yithmdrrcw ^ndfatnefstVibiri fif/Hr mtfuftfr^ti 
Qo4 ytit if joyful /ifj^ Pf^. hiiu |» 

^. It is aciptlxc? diftguifhijag pi:f)Ff r^ of divl^j^ 
pr^ift,, ths^t ctilarg^th th? ypwcrs aaa c^paciti^ 
of QMr Spufa^ t^^rpiQg theii\ ffpm Jittje aA4 Ip^ 
tbjngsi upoo their greatpft aii4 KpW^ft q\hf 
jefts. th^ divipe nature^ gad cRiployipj thciQ ii| 
tk^ difcovery and admiration pf tpofe fe«er»l pj?^? 
f cftiops thiat ^dorn it. W? fee, wkat diSfc^reng; 
tb^re i§ h^tWip^p ipan apd m^a ; f^sl^9 ^ tjierc if 
hardly gre^t^er between ip^n gq4 be^ft : 4ip4 thiaf 
proceed chiefly frpcn thp di^cent fphere pjf 
thought vhiqh they aft ip, ?nd the (IJifpr^pt o^ 
je<Jl$ u>ey converfc veith* Th/e wnil J3.c5e»tiallj5 
{ticSwip ija the p^^fapt and the pjpincp j t^^ fopcc^ 
of it naturally equal in the untaught m?in ^nd thq 
philofopher : Only the one of thei^ is hufied 'm 
ipean affairs and within narrower boypds, thp 
other eicrcifes hiqnf^lf in. things of vrei|[ht andmpn 

m^fX\ i !^p4. ^^ . ^ ^ ^^^ P^^ ^9. ^^^ diiUpce 

'. ...*' " * ' * -be-.' 



tetwcdn thcftt. Nobte^ Objfctb aiw to tfic fhfiid, 
t^dt tht ftul-teaAls aft td 4 blid« fltn^Cf t Thtj^ 
6peh ^Ad tihfbld, ^ it t^tfc, tb* Icavesf 6f k*, fm£ 
ft ttpoto cijtelrtlng ^d for 6itli»g itfttf IVtty Wiy * 

Idcked ttp in it. 'tile t)raif€ &h4 ddfhlradbi;! df 
Gctd, thwdrfof«> brihgfe this ad vaiitagc along ^itK 
fe, tMt It f<-t^ ofif Attlldcs tipoh thcb* ftifi itrttdi, 

3. li firihtf ptdmdtei ffl ids an ^i^tilfitc fthft 
rf Gdd** hCttOUr, and an high fadigiiatiW ol' 
ifattldi dt t^ttf dkiiig tfefsft ttpeilly pfbfenei it. f6i 
%hat t^e falw a6d detiglrt in, We t^titJt, with 
p^titnt^, hc&t flighted iMr nhtdM. Our ittviS 
tff&ifei, ii^lilihwtaf6cfbfiftattdy{rtifd»[gTip, tfrM 
fe a i^Uf t6 ^S t6WaJfd fur6Cttring aftd jifomotint 
did divJufe gliOfy ih fei^fy other lilftaftte i and wJi 
l&ake tii &t oui" j^^^ ikgaifii-(i ail bjseti and avdwetl 
bhpWties. 1^eh. xfidthfhk^ fii^tild be cott^ 
fld^i^ed a iittit hy ftk!h a% wmilti be thotlghr ttdt 
td bd waft'tlfig ill thfa dii^, and ytt art ofteii 
ittefat i5ttd«p &£ f^Tiiett e&ihotittLti li^tst tftfetU 
^tttt. arid itt gitat atftbdf . ¥of tamely to heat 
Gbd^s mthc ahd wofliip vfftfkd bjr mhei^, bh6 
♦evy gotJd aygtifncfit, that wt ha\^e Been ufed tb 
BdtioWr afid I'e^eraficd him in gd^ ea^ixi^ 
6urfelve«« 

4. It will, beyond aH thi^, W6fk i^ ul a ilee^ 
fcUiftilitJr, and cotifdoliffiiefi dif diif own iflifer- 

fK^^ifs. tJjpdti a iftt^ixem atc^ntidi^ to Cod atii 
tb irttrfttst^s, wt ffiall rafiiy difcofcr ow 6Wtk 
Weakhefs atkl empdhefs ; Oiff r^elliiig thoHghti 

bt dmrMfei^viii Asitt, ^fidve £hallfee ^d feel; 

th.at 
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that ve. an alUgethtr tighter U be laid in the fia^ 
lancey than vanity , Pfal. IxL And this is. a leflbn^ 
i^hich^ to the greatei); part of mankind^ is, I 
think, very well worth learning. We are natur«* 
ally pr^fumptuous and vain v.^U of ovirfelves, 
and rcpardlefs of every thing beiides : efpeciallyi 
wlien iome little outward privileges diftinguifli us 
from the reft of mankind, thejl, 'tis odds, but 
Vre look into ourfdves with great degrees of comr 
jplacency ; and are wi/er (^nd better every way) 
in our own conceit, ihzn/even men, that coin render 
a reajon. Pro v. xxvi. i6. No^ nothing wiQ con« 
tribute fo much to the cure of this vanity, as a 
dye attention to God's excellencies and perfcfti-* 
ens; By comparing thefe with thofe which, we 
imagine, belong to us, we fhall learn ^ mt to think 
of ourfeives more highly than ive ought to think of 
turfelves, but to think foberly : Rom.xii. 3. Wc 
iball find more fatisfa£tion in looking upwards 
and humbling ourfeives before our common Cre- 
ator, than in cafting our eyes downward with 
fcorn upon our fellow creatures, and fetting at 
nought any part of the work of his hands. The 
yaft diftanc^ we are at from real and infinite 
litrorth will aftonifh us fo much, that we fhall not 
be tempted to value ourfeives upon thofe Icfler 
degrees of pre-eminence, which cuftom, or opi- 
nion, or fome little accidental advantages, have 
given us over other men. 

5 I fhall .mention but one ufe of it more, 
which is th is ; That a confcientious praife ef God 
will keep us back from all f alfe and mean praifes^ 
all fulfome and fervile flatteries, fuch as are in 
ufe among men. Praifing, as it is commonly 

ma- 



fAanag^d, is ttot2¥iftg dfe btit'a trial ofHtlB^Ujp^rt 
a lAa*!, hoi^ mant good things 'Vfc can pomblf 
fey of him. All tht'tfcafunes of oratoty aru 
ranfaekcd, all the fine things that cvet were faid 
arc heaped together, for his fake ; and^io matter 
t(?hether it belongs tD him or not ; fo there be buC 
enough of it. Which ife one deplorable inftancei 
among a thonfand, of the b^ftnefs of hutnaiir 
nature, its fihall regard to truth and juftice ; to 
right or Wrong i to what is. Of' is not, to be 
j>raifed* But he, who bath a deep fenfe of the 
excellencies of God upon his heart, will make a 
God of nothing befides. He will give every one 
his juft encomium; humour where honour is due; 
dnd a^ much as is due ; becaufe it i$ his duty to 
do fo : Btit the honour of God Will fufler him td 
go no farther. Which rule, if it had beeii 
obferved, a neighbouring prince (who now, God 
be thanked, needs flattery fomewhat mote thati 
4evcr he did) would have wanted a great deal of 
that incenfe, which hath been offered up to him 
by his adorers. 

Upon theft grounds doth the duty of praife 
ftand ; and eh^e awe'the dbligatiOns that bind u« 
td Ihe perforftianec of ir* It is the end of ouif 
being, and the veiy rule and law of our nature ^ 
'flowing'fr<»ni ih^ two great fountain* of fciiman 
a^flion^ the ilnderftanding arid the will, naturally 
and almoft neceffai-ily. It is the moft excellent 
part of our religious wOrfhip ; enduring to eter- 
tiity after the reft fliall hc^one aHvay s ftrid paid 
cVfen now, in (he frankeft h\zi\tttV^ tvith the Icaft 
* regard ^to our OWti intereft. It recommends itfelf 
to us b^- f^veralpeculiap pipope^ties and advanta**^ 
' Vol. I. C , gcsj 



II ttkcarr!e»im>]«pleafor^^ittlaia«ttoU)or 
ndf of devotion ; a« it enlarges and ttUtt th« 
itveral powm of the mind ; ash breeds in us ant 
cxqnifite fenfe of God's hanonr, andtwillingaeit 
to promote it in the world ; as it teaches ns to ht 
liamUe and I0WI7 ourfdves; and yet prefervet 
PS from bafe and fbrdid flattety, from beftowing 
i^an and undne praifes upoA others. 

IV. I ihall now fliut up the ai^guing part of thb 
difcourfe with a fhort application to two forts of 
perfbns $ the careleik and the pro£eme i One of 
which. negle£b the praAice of fo ifoportant a duty^ 
the other lives in an open defiance of it. 

A negleA in this caie doth certainly involve ia 
it. a very high degree of guilt and folly : For it is 
(we fee) the negled of otur duty and lK>noi]r> onv 
intereft and our pleafore, all at once^ It is to 
omit doing that^ which we were purpofely ienf 
into the world to do ; and without doing which^ 
all the other affairs of life are bat one continued 
impertinence: That, which we have fo many 
lAligations to do, and no ezcufe for leavix^ un« 
done ; fince praife is within everji^ man's reach | 
there b no onelmt hath It in his power to bo 
thankfuL 

God commanded the Jews to acknowledge his 
fovereignty and beneficence by. facrifices ; a coftly 
and a troublefome way of worihip. Q£ us he re- 
quires only the cheap and- eafy oflTering of our 
thanks and praifes, — and- fliaU we not pay it I 
Alas ! We do not ! Every thing proves an hind« 
sance to us in the way^to this our bouaden duty 
and feirvice : W«^«re too idkot too buTy to attend 

.upon 



<«ip6n k. Ahd even whidti we fifid leifiire ^lidtigh ; 
7tt how^ cold and h^w faifbtifible arfc t^e, whSft it 
^ gou% forward I Wu-drayi} hij^ i/nf^ Aim wt/6 
.i0a»r fMuths and h9ncuf.him ijith wrlips (per- 
JMps) } ^«f tf»r hearti an far from him. Mat. x^« 
S. And do W€ tben kncnr, wliat it b to praife God 
j)e€oimi]|[i]r ? Do we i^cBiem^er, how the gces^ 
Teacher of thaakfgiving fummonS'tip every one 
^f his faoikies to affift him in it ? B/e/i the Lord^ 
Omyfiui! and diitkat is within me, kiefs his holy 
name I Ffal. liiL i . It ^ a work that wiil employ 
ail that is within us, will tKll for all the applica*- , 
tKHi) and vigour, and wisirmith, thalt we tan poffi- 
Uybeftow oponit. Cold and languid praife, is no 
fnraife^ this facrifice can be no longer acceptable 
tftah' while it as burning. 

. To thofe men who Qve in the contempt of this 
duty, we have alio fome^i^at to fay, if they would 
imt hear us. They are getterfilly fuch as pretend 
It high (enfeof the dignity of human nature, and 
bear no fmall.rdpeA to their own underftandings* 
Now, tho' other parts ol religious worihip fhould 
happen to be too mean and low for fuch great 
snitids to tafceutp with$ yet this, methinks, might 
deferve to be thought equal to them^ Let con-i> 
fisffion and prayer go only for the arts of whine«- 
yig and begging, and be as much beneath them 
us. they imagine*, yet furely, praife hath fome- 
what in it fo great, and fo noble, as may invite 
them to praftife it. - Tis a fubjcft, fit for the moft 
enlarged capacities to dwell on ; and fuch an one, 
as even thofe would ccrjtainly find theitifelves 
raiied and improved by. 

If it were pofliblc for thcfe men to have a reMfh 
C 2 of 
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<>f any thii^ in this kindy wewxxuW deHrethcm 
to make t]i^ trial; to.tike/the: hymn,, called TV 
J}eumy m\M> tbdr t^ands, and to read it atu^mivcr 
Jyi and then tell vs -truly, whether they did noc 
^Dd their .minds jBlled, and th^r aiFc^Uons {lrangei>i 
}y raifed, by the in^es which there occurred to 
them } Whether diey did not peaxeiyc themfelves 
to be fomewhat above themfelvesy whilft they were 
perufipg it*. . Apd tbefe effefts, of which -every 
man, who joiips in that hymn^'iniift be fenlibJe, are 
owing to ih»t injije(Uc'.plaiilncfs and.limpiicity of 
ihouflht which go tiMOl*gl\ it> .unadorned by 
V eras, uneniiyened by iigdneis ! .It is the matter 
^lone which fupportsthe exprcffian : And becaufe 
the matter tl»€rein. contained^ is the excellencies 
of the divine nature, the pure and genuine objeds 
of prajfe ; thcfcfOiTf ia the hjvEm itfclf fo lofty 
find moving.. • c v . ^ 

But, ala»! W^fpeakiniwiin!' Themen, who 
are bold enougii Ao. llight a» duty t)f. this rank 
' ^nd character, will eafily flight every thing that 
can be offered to bring them to it. AH we can 
fay to them is, thstt, as God jmadc them for his 
glory, fo he will certainiy fervc the ends of' that 
glory upon them, One way of. another. And 
therefore, if they will not frecly.praife him fop 
his goodnefp \^ this world, : they fhali !furdy, 
whether they will or no, contribute to the praiii 
pf his juftice in the next. 

V, Thus have I attempted to defcribe this duty, 

to fct out the great reaibnablenefs, and to Hit you 

I3p to the pia£iice of it. And ccrtairily, it was 

n^V^r PiPJ^P reafonable, than on i^iis-occaijon, 

. ^ when 
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vrfaen We commcmorotte Aich paift, and^^l fu^Ii 
pr^fent anercies. The- reftoration of the moiiaiv 
chy, and of all thofe blef&njgs in church and itali 
that came batk with it ; the r^-eiiabliihment of 
the 6eaiuty of praifi iii our fan^hiftry j the retura 
of peace and plenty, of learning, and all the art4 
of civil life ; the reducing us fromfconfuiien and 
rage into order and friendlinefs, and making us 
a nation at unity in icfelf ; Idvely at hohie, and 
terrible abroad. Thefe w«*e ftich ftxund and fiib-i 
ftantial. Mei&ng« as will wear well ; and though 
done a great while ago, will yet ^eferve' a great 
while hence a place in Our kale^iders, Neithei* 
love to our coiuitry, nor' the honour wfc bear to 
thofe who rule over us ; neither, our gratitude to 
God, nor our good-*will towards men^ willfufieif 
fuch wdnders of providence to flip Out of our 
minds ; or the day in which they were brought a- 
bout, eaiily to grow^okl upon us; 
- 'Hie benefits, we then deceived, were indeed 
exceeding great, and would juftly claim a largei^ 
/hare in aur^ prefent reflexions, had not the goodw 
nefs of God taken off our thoughts a little from" 
that fubjcd, by^calling us to the acknowledgment 
of new loving-kindnefles. For behold, what glo- 
rious things the Lord hath again wrought for us f- 
bieflmg|theii*majen:ies forces with a great and iignal 
'•iflory over the moft haughty and infolent of c- 
n,e^ies J A viftory fo early, fo complete, and fo 
cheaply purchafed, that we have fome reafon to 
hope it may fix the fortune of the war, and put 
an cnd« to the deftnl^Hohs of the dcfeoyer, to 
whom wis truft, God hath now faid, as to»the fea 

- • - • ' itfelf 
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if&^^'''''^Merto/b»lt tlw tam^ iut no fmriker •• 
and here jfhftU thy fnud vmi>is ke ft^td* Job 
»xviij. :i !• . . 

Sl^ed be God) who 4kl bOt xMLt\j caft out 
pur prayers and our fupplkatious % but ddayed 
^Y to aniVf&r them till a J^j^ oi falvation^ tiU an 
ttLccepUible tifne^ when the Mercy would be dearer 
^o U8, and his gopdn^fs more remarkably feen ia 
)>eftowing it I when we were jdarmed with invafi* 
pns from.abroad and leiiofpiracies at home \ when 
men threatened to fwAlhiy tu up ptiik ; when 
iuccefs was now fo ne^LQie to preierve the ho* 
Bour of the nation^ to fupport their majcfties 
^rone, and toftrengthen the hands of their allies : 
^hen did he appear and own our caufc ; Then 
was the God of Uoftsour ftreogth and.our fhfeld. 
Surely, There is no end in thfit go^nfftt which 
continues thu9 to purfueusti which vouchfafes 
to eftablifh to us^ :and t0 our ipofterity, thofil 
bleifings, :under which we h^ve beeil fp u^ithank- 
fill and fo ingratef ul already I and to giv^us freih 
opportunities of praife, ..wj^chy 1 hope, we ihall 
make a better ufc of ! 

Let us, therefore, Ofier untoG^ Thnnk/giying $ 
and not that only, but Our/eives alfo) ^urjiuls 
andbodies^tobeareafonahie^ hofyj and lively fa^* 
crifice ; Let us render him the fruit of 0ur lip^ 
and the obedience of o^r lives, that thefe bleilingf 
may not prove a curfe to us ; but tliat he may 
ftill be our God, and we may be his people. 

To ffim, with tie Son^ and the Hifly Chojl^ he 
all honbur^ praife and glory ^ beneefyrtb^ 
andfot evermore ! Amen. . 

A 
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Prefi4€nt and Govcrnorat 

Qf tJxeHqSPItAi;.$of 

BiideweQ and Bethlehem^ 

• • ■ I'- N' 

BRIDE WELL-CHAP3EL. 

The Fowl R of Ghasity to Cover Sial 

I ^/. P E T E R iv. 8, 

Charity JbaliCGruertbt Multitude ifSins* 

GO D be thanked, the frequent returns of fuch 
pious meetings as tt^efe, in this^ i^icHand 
charitable City, have made tlie general argument 
of Cha&j^tt^ the nature and chief j^roperties^ 

the 
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the (cveral grounds and reafons of this duty, fo 
well underftood, that, to entertain you v^ith a 
difcourle at large on that i^ibjeA, v^ould be a 
xtvj needlef^ and ufelefs attempt* So m^ny emi^ 
i^i}t pens lisiVe goni before in' this way,' as hate 
left it very difficult for tho(e who come after, ei- 
ther to fay any thing which they have not faid, 
or not to fay that much worfe which they have^ 

Upon this accQupt, and becaufe,indeed, I take 
^<fsd; difcqurfes, for the tnoft j>art to be lik^ 
large profpeds, where the eye is ft)ft by the wide 
compafs it takes, ,an4 i<^es fomany things at once 
that it feei nothing^ diftin£lly; I have chofen at 
prefent to point your thoughts only on one j>ar- 
ticuViir"propcrty of this great virtue, which hath 
been not often handled, I think ; and even then, 
not always well underf^ood .t It is that, which the 
^podle St. Peter propofeth to us, in thofe few 
worjis I hfivc read to you,-i — Charity Jhail covfr 
the fnukiiudeo/Jirtj. . . . , , \ 

Few as they are, they will fufficiently employ 
our thoughts atitiy^tiooei if we confider, in the 

L Fijr/? place; The feveral explications that have 
hecti g^ven of them^ and Fatisfy ouifelves wfakh 
of thefe ought to take place. If, 

» 

II. Secondly y We free that one true genuine 
meaning of the words from the exceptions ^bich 
lie againfl it. If, 

in. Thirdly y We eflablifli the trtith laid down 

upon its ptopcr grounds and reafons. And if^ 

ir ,•..... . .■ { i .. 

'^ ' IV. 
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IV. Fourthly, We make fomc few iifeful dA 

duftions from it. . 

V. After this is done, the little time that g 
left, will properly be fpent in applying what ham 
been faid more immediately to the occafion of thti 
prefent ailembly. 

Charity Jbaii cover the multitude of Jins* ' '•'-'^ 
There is fcarce any man, I believe, who hdaiS 
thefe words, that is not ready to frame to himl 
leif this fenfe of them ; ** That the virtue of cha- 
** rity is of fo great price in the iightof God, that 
V thofe perfons, who pofleis and exercife it in 
" any eminent manner, are peculiarly entitled to 
" the divine favour and pardon, with regard t<J 
" numberlcfs flips and failings in their duty, whicll 
*' they may be otherwife guilty of : This greai 
*' chriftian perfeftion, of which they are rhaftersi 
•* lliall make many little imperfcftions to be over- 
** looked and unobferved ; it Ihall Covet the rhul^ 
** titude of fins. 

This, I fay, is the account which every maa 
naturally gives himfelf of thefe words at his firft 
hearing them ; and it is for that very reafon pro- 
bably, that is the true and genuine account o£ 
them. For, fuppofing the orriginal text to be 
well and clearly rendered in our verfion, it will, 
1 am of opinion, be found, tliatthat fenfe of any 
paflage, which after tending to the force of the 
-words, and to their coherence with what goes be- 
fore and what follows, firft occurs to the lAindj 
is generally the jufteft and trueft. 

This hath not however been always thought a 
Vol. I. ^ D good 
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good nik 10 the prelent cafe. For feveral pious, 
and fome judiciOBS mea, finding the words, in 
their plain and familiar meaning, to carr]^ fome* 
what of a fufpicious fbimd with £em, and to bor- 
der a litde (as they thought) on: the papal doc- 
trine of works meritorlons, have, therefore, tak- 
en fome pains to give a different intei*pretatioii' 
of them. I fhall offer, firfl-, to your view fomft 
of thefe miftakenfenfbs, ere I come to coniider 
that which, I thinks was intended by St. Peter i 
Decaufe each of thefe doth certainly prOpole 1 
clear aijid appofite truth to us, tho' perhaps liot 
Iruly drawn frmii the paffage how before us* 

Firfi, Then> r-:e words have been underftood 
io contain an account of that particular ihftancc 
of charity, which we call good-nature : by which 
we pafs by little flights and injuries, fcterpretthings 
in the beft fenfe, are not apt to take, or return 
an affront ; not forward to publifh, or ^lieve, 
an ill report' of any one : by which we turn dur 
-eyes always towards the b^ fide of a man, and 
chufe rather to look on his virtues than his fai- 
lures ; and by which we conftantly interpofe our 
S'rood c^ces, whereever we think they may b^ 
erviceabte, either to the compofing of old diSe* 
rences, or preventing new ones. ' 

And this fenfe is grounded upon a (uppofed 
relation there is between thefe words in St. Peter 
^nd thofc in the Proverbsj MateJUrretk upfiri/eSf 
tut love €ov€reti all fins. Now, though indeed, nk 
our tranflation, there is ibme fimilitode between 
the words of the text apd this paflage in the Prd- 
verbs; yet as it lies in the Septuagint-Verfion 
{whkh the apoftles made ufe ofj it bears no fiich 

refeiBblancc 
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refemblance to the text as may xna,k9 it prpbablc 
that the pcie ought to be expovinded hy the other. 
On the contrary, it pefervea Qbferv^tion, that, 
•wherc-cver the Greek phrafe *, which is here 
tranflated by soveringfin^ occurs in Icripture, it 
conftsmtly fignifies that pardon of ^ which pro* 
ceeds from Gk)dj not any i^ftances of good-na- 
ture and fprgivenefs exerci^d by men. Seie Pfal. 
13UPUV. I. xxxii. i. and Neh. iv. 5. 

We may farther obfcrvc, that this fcxjifc of the 
words is by no means full enough to bear the 
weight of that emphatic and folemn preface with 
which the apoftle introduces them : but above all 
things (fays hcj in the words immediately before 
the text) hay f fervent charity among yoturfflves : 
for charity jhall covtr the multitude of fins. 'fixni-S 
iy«^;w, intenfe or fervent, charity muft fignify 
;(bme^Rd&at more thaA the bare a£b and offices of 
good-nature. If they, to whom the apoilk 
wrote,, were aboy/s all things to hx^^ fervent 
charity among theoifelyes, it could not be for 
this reafon, becaufc charity would render them 
inofEenfive towards others, and not eafy to be 
offended themfelves. For though this be a com- 
mendable degree of virtue, and very fit to be 
enjoined, becaufc not frequendy praftifed: yet 
can it not dcfcrve that peculiar emphafis and ftrels 
which is here laid upon it. Efpecially, if we 
confider it as fucceeding the mention of thofc 
" more important and necedary duties, to which 
^he apoftle exhorts them in the preceding vcrfe, 
%he being fobfr, and watching unto prayer : Move 

D » all 
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gll which, it cannot be fuppoftd, that the duty 
of convcrfing'with one another according to the 
rules of goodrnature and gehtlenefs ihould be 
enjoined. 

The words therefore have, in the Second place, 
been thusalfo interpreted, Charity Jh a II C9ver the 
multitude of Jim s that is, fays the excellent Grotius^ 
it will have a mighty influence towards reclaiming 
finncrs from the error of their "M'ays ; the confe- 
quence of which is, That the fins of men thus 
reclaimed are pardoned or covered. Charity, 
which is an exalted love of God and otir neigh* 
bour, will make u§ induftrious in procuring" glory 
to the one, by tlie falvation of the other. It will 
ci eate a mighty zeal for the interefts of virtue, 
and the honour of the gofpel, and the good of 
fouls ; and it will run through all the difficulties 
that lie in the way towards fo good an end, with 
readinefs and pleafure. It will not be frightened 
from making attempts even on thofe of the firft 
rank in wickednefs, the worfl and moft hardened 
of men ; becaufe it knows, that their revolt from 
fin to virtue (if it can be compafled) will be of 
mighty confequence to religion, and will probab- 
ly draw whole troops of common finners along 
with it ; the fenf« they have of their own fins 
being covered, will make ihepi alfo eager in their 
turn to cover thofe of other men. 

This is a very good and pious fenfe of the 
words, but (I Dclieve, it will be allowed me) no 
vei7 eiify and natural one : they mufl: be racked 
ere they can be brought to confefs this meaning. 
However it was what that learned perfon was led 
Into by a former explication he had made of a 

parallel 
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parallel, place in St. James ; which I fliall crave 
leave to produce at length, and to comment uponi 
becaufe I take it to be the key of the text, which 
eafily and readily lets us into the true fenfe of it. 
** Brethren'* (fays St. James^ at the concluiion 
of his epiftle J " if any one of you do err froni 
** the truth, and one convert him, let him know, 
** that he which converteth a finner from the cr- 
** ror of his ways, fliall fave a foul from death, 
** and ftiall hide a multitude of fin,'* James 5. 19.20. 
He intended to ftiut ot the cpiftlc with recom- 
mending to them one of the moft important and 
ufeful virtues, That of endeavouring the canvcr- 
fion and reformation of men. And he intended 
alfo to ilir them up to the exercife of this virtue by 
the moft powerful motives he could propofe : What 
are they ? Why firft, that " He who converteth 
** a finner from the error of his ways," fhould 
confider that he ** faveth a foul from death j** 
and then, fecondly and chiefly, that he ** fliall 
\jilfo'} cover a multitude of fins." Whofe fins ? 
Thofc of the converted perfon. Nay, but that 
was already faid, and much more than that in the. 
foregoing motive, ** He fhall fave a foul from 
*' death :" for furcly the faving a foul from death, 
neccflarily includes and pre-fuppofes the remiffi- 
on of its fins. It muft then be meant of his fins 
who makes, and not of his who becomes, the 
convert : And thus indeed this laft claufe carries 
a new motive in it, diftinft from that in the 
former 5 and fuch an one as rifcth beyond it, 
and more fenfibly touches thofe to whom it is 
addrefled ; and was therefore fit to be propofed 
in the laft place, and to be left as a fting in their 

minds 
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miodt* k U as if l^t. James had f^ more a)t 
Ipigth, '* Let fuch an one know^ that he flia^ 
*^ l^ this means, not only fave a foul from death 
•• (u^ough thi^ itfclf be a very great ajad defirable 
'< thing) bill ihall alfo (which more nearly con* 
'* cems him) fecure to himfelf on this ^ccowit 
•* the pardon of many fyxs.*' 

Now the words of St. Jama^ here explained^ 
Ve e»ftly the fame wita thole of St. Peter^ ia 
my texts V^ ^^ occafion upon wh)ch they are 
introduced, and their dependence on the context^ 
is much the fame in both pUces i eis^cept only 
tha^ they are ufcd in my text, as a motive to cha«* 
l*ity in general ; but ia St. James ^ with regard 
pnly to pne main and eminent branch of it, th^ 
conv^rfion of fouls : What therefore St. Jam^4 
^paeans hj them, is meant alfo by St. Peter : And^ 
f onfequentlv, th^t obvious and eafy ienie, which 
I mentioned at the entrance of ihis di£;ourie^ 
b, in all probability, the trueft : And, as fucb^ 
\ (hall take the liberty here once aspn to irepeat 
it. It is this ; ** That the virtue of charity is of 
'' fo great price in the fight of God, that they 
<< who poileis and exerciie it in any eminent man** 
^* ner, are peculiarly entided to the divine favour 
'< and pardon, with regard to num,berlefs flip^ 
** and failings in their duty, which they may be 
<< otherwife guilty of. This great chriftian per-» 
•* fcftion, of which they ari matters, fhall make 
«* many little imperfeftion to be over-looked and 
^< unobferved ; It Jh4dl Cover the Multitude tf 
<* Sins."^ 

Nor are there wanting parallel places in other 
parts pf holy writ, which confirm this interpret 

uuon 
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taAon of th6 nvWrds and die da^di cdiitkiudi ht 
h. tov^ befides tliofe paffa^es in Uie Apocryphal 
writers, n^hich dir^ftly affiatn, that -^/wi ^tjil 
jbtfr^r a^ay fitly Tob. jdi. 9. &hd that. As lanttr 
quitiching flaming fire^ Jb /llms maketh AH atou^ 
ment ftfr Sins ; Etclus. iii. 30. thefeareinthebooki 
of Proverbs and Daniel, two texts vcrf cxprcft td 
this ptirpof e t In die fifft of thcfc, Ae ff^sfe Man 
declarers, that hy iriifcy and iriitb iniquity is pur^ 
ged% Ptot. xvi. 8. and in the latter the prophet 
cotmfels Nebuchaintztar, to break cff his fins by 
tight etmfnefs (or rather, ^ it h in aD.the ancient 
ierfions, to x'edeem his fins by aims-deeds), and 
his iniquities byjbeivihg meVcy to the poor, Dan. W, 
17. And were k proper in thii place to votich the 
th^ teftimony of theeariieft writers of the chui'ch, . 
it "were eafy to produce, from their works, paft 
fages Without number, Whetein they fplke the fam« 
UngMUge. 

I fear, I have been tediotis ih fettling the fenfe 
pt the words : but it is no more thin was rcqui- 
fite, in fo important a point, fo little infifted on 
from the pulpit : and Which maybe thought liable 
to fom^ juft clceptidtls. 

n. Theft I am A'6W, in, the Second ptdciy to 
{ttt>pofe, and fliall endeavour to remove. I'hA 
doing of which will give me an occafion of dear* 
hig vxt fenfe and limiting the bounds of this truth. 
tSLort tiaJBif and fully. 

iThe Firft tad great exception againfl this Wiy 
ti etpounding the text is, that it gives too great 
a colour to the Popiih dofbrinet of merit iiid Aipe« 

rcrogatipn $ 
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rerogation ; and fecms to Icflen the worth of the; 
only UTie and prober fatisfaftion for fin, made by 
our Saviour on the crofs. For, at this rate, what 
need of rcmiffion of fin in every cafe by the blood 
of Chrift, fince we ourfelves are in good meafure 
capable of making the atonement ? We who have 
it, it feems, in our power, by the exercife of one 
particular virtue, to fecure a pardon to ourfelves 
for neglefting all the reft ; and can blot out the 
remembrance of an Ill-fpent life, by a few afts 
of charity at the clofe of it ? As if God were fo 
much beholden to us for our good deeds, as to be 
bound for their fakes, to forgive us our 111 ones f 
Or, as if the performance of our duty in one cafe, 
could make any manner of amends to him for our 
non-performance of it in another ! This, fay 
they, is very cafy and comfortable divinity ! 

To take ofi^the force of this objection, it will 
be requifite to refleft a little on thefe following 
eonfiderations. And, 

ift. We muft explain ourfelves a little more 
particularly, what is to be underftood by that ' 
charity, to which the promife of the text is made; 
What it is in the nature and extent, and what in 
the intention and degree of it. 

As to its nature and extent, it muft be under- 
ftood to fignify not barely afts of relief to the 
poor and needy, hasthe vulgar and confined ufe of 
the word imports; but,more largely,all the feveral 
ways of univerfal beneficence and kindnefe, by 
which one man can be ferviceable to another. Far- 
ther,it expreflesnot theoutward material aft only> 
but muft be fuppofed to take in alfo the vital form 
of it, that inward principle of a fincere love to- 

waidS 
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wards God and man, from whence it regularly 
flows $ and feparated from which, the mere ex* 
ternal a£i: is a lifelefs and ufelefs performance^ 
And then, even of charity thus largely under-^ 
ftood, if is not a common degree that is meant 
here i *lls to an intenfe or fervent charity, to a 
mighty and extraordinary meafure of it, that thid 
mighty and extraordinary bleffing is expreily faid 
to belong* 

X Idiy, Even bf this exalted degree of charity, ic 
is not faid, that itjbatt fver aii manner oftranj^ 
grejjions^ how grofs and heinous foever; the words 
of the text do by no means carry us to affert thus 
much concerning it: but only (as you have heard 
them explained to you) feem to fay, that it fhall be 
our excufe for many leflcr neglects and failings in 
our duty, many fins of infirmity, furprifejand daily 
incurfion ; which arc properly enough ftyled the 
thi multitude ofjins : ll /ball cover fuch ofienccs 
only, as are confiftent with a ftate of true charity) 
and furely thofe cannot be very grofs and pre* 
^mptuous. For he, who lives in the perfeft 
cxercife of that fervent charity which the text re- 
commends, abounding inwardly and outwardly 
in all the various inftances and exprefilons of it, 
atid in thofe feveral virtues and graces which do 
cfaturaOy attend it ; I fay whoever he is, that if 
tUdroughly poflifl: and a<^ed by this divine prin- 
qj^ple or love, cannot be fuppofed capable of com- 
^j^i^itting any heinous fins,^ whilft he is under the 
v.^iiidance of it : and as for thofe which he had 
Iplc^Jnto before the attainment of this gift, they 
Sw^- certainly remitted alfo and covered before 
theattainniauof it; elfe, doubtkft, he had ne- 
VoIp. I. E veF 
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ircr attained it So that no ^eat guilt of any 
kind can well be thought to harbour in that breaftf 
where true charity dwells* > < 

. Indeed it is not univerfally certain, that, when- 
cyer God remits th^ guilt ofiln he remits the 
piuiifhment too (the temporal piuiifhrnent, I 
mean) ; for wicked men^ upon their return to 
virtue, do feldom not find, to their coft, that a fin 
may be pardoned, and yet all the ill confequences 
of it not prevented; and. they can, therefore, 
often trace the fteps of . their former mifdoings, 
in the feveral evils of life that afterwards beral 
them. And in this fenfe, therefore, it may be, 
and is probably true, that charity fhall cover many 
fins, even of the firft magnitude; i. e. it fhall 
prevent the temporal inflidlions due to them, and 
often, even after pardon obtained, purfuing thi 
committers of them : But it contributes to a re« 
moval of the guilt only of fuch frailties and in- 
£rmities of a lefler fize, as may be thought con* 
fiftent with a ilate of charity. And thereforCy 
to except againft the doArine laid down, as en« 
couraging the charitable man to ^xpeJl remiifion 
of all manner of iins, how great and how nunierr 
ous foever, is to load it with a Difficulty whicla^ 
doth no ways belong to it. But, 

3^/v, Even as^ to thefe fUghter omiffions and 
failings, it is not pretended, that they are covered 
by afts of mercy and charity in any fenfe, but 
what includes the application of the merits of iour 
Saviour's blood, the only fountain of fatisfaftion 
for all kind of fins, for the leaft as ivell as the 
greateft. It is true indeed, and granted, that the 
blood of Chrift alone can expiate fin^ However, 

this 
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.this hinders not but that God may make fuch and 
iuch aAs of ours the conditions and ground (as |t 
were of applying the virtue of that blood to uJ. 
4A.nd thus our good works, though they arc not 
the meritorious, yet may become, if I may fo 
fpeak, the occafional caufe of pardon and grace 
to us A nd if this be eftaMifliing the popifh doc- 
trine of falvation by works, then hath our Savi- 
4mr himfelf, I fear, eftablifhed it, in that divine 
form of prayer, in which he hath taught us to 
feyi forgive us our trefpafes, as wefor^ve thofr 
that trefpofs againfi us. /fs we forgive thofe ! i. 
c. Inafmuch as, on that very account (among o- 
thers) hecau/f, we forgive thofe that trefpafs a« 
gainft us. Where, we fee, the excrcife of one 
great inftahcd of charrty, forgivenefs of enemies^ 
is made the ground of our a&ing and expe^n^ 
forgivenefi from God. - 

' 4tMy and Lafify, It follows not, that becaufi 
fo vaft a recompence is prOmifed to a fervent cha« 
rity, therefore the exercife of it is in the way of 
fiiperei«>gat]on, fo that we might have let it alone 
without fault or blame. * We may be ftriftly, and 
by the very letter of the law, obliged to it ; and 
^et it may include fo high a pitch of perfeftion, 
and one fo feldom attained, that God may think 
fit, wherever it is attained, mightily to reward it ; 
and to encourage us towards doing our duty in 
fome one great point, by an aflurance, that in 
many fmaller inftances he will not be extreme to 
mark what is done ami/s by us. Our gracious 
Mafter^ deals with us in this cafe, as a man often- 
times doth with his fervant j if he be trufty and 
Cakhful to him iil a bufiileis of great concern and 
E Z moment. 



$6 The Powif rf Charity Seum;^!!. 

xnomcntf though his duty bound him to be fO| 
yet ihall this piece of eminent fervice excufe many 
neglects and tailings upon other occafions. 

There is yet ^fecond ohjeElion^ though indeed 
fo flight an one, as, after the former hath beea 
removed, is fcarce worth mentioning. It is taken 
from that faying of our Lord, Tliat they will love 
inuch, to whom much hath been forgiven. Coo* 
trary to which, the text, as here expounded, 
feems to affirm, that that they, who do love much, 
{hall have much forgiven them. But Aefc 
Vffx^ truths are eafily reconciled : For it is not 
Ji^rd to underftand, how that, which is the caufe 
of a thing in one refpeft, may be the effisdl of it 
in another. And accordingly, it may be very 
true, that he, who is forgiven much, will, for 
that very reafon, love much : and it may be as 
true, that he, who thus lo\eth much, becauf(S 
much hath been for&iven him, fhall, on that very 
account, have much more fprgiven him. Tis 
Juft the fame cafe as between me and my friend: 
I may paffionatcly love him, becaufe heha(h par- 
doned me the great and many injuries I formerly 
did him, while we were at variance: and again, 
the knowledge he hath of my love , may incline 
him to pafs over any future miftakes and mifcari<« 
0ges, whereby I may happen to ofiend him. 

The doftrine being thus fixed and freed from 
exception; I go on, as I propofed, in the ihki 
place, to enquire into the grounds and reafons of 
this wondrous efficacy, fo particularly attributed 
to the excrcife of charity : for we read not that 
God hath annexed this promife to any other 
grace or virtue of the Chriftian life whutfoever, 

but 
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but te this only, that \t /bail cover Jtns of which 
thefe feveral accounts may, with fbme probability^ 
be given. 

ly?, T^at it was really more fit and proper that 
fuch a return as this {hould be made to charity, 
than to any other virtue; becaufe it adjufts and 
proportions ^the reward of a£ling to the aA itfelf $ 
and makes the duty of man towards God, and 
the bleffing of God* upon the performance of that 
duty, to have a near relation and refemblance to 
each other. I. explain myielf an this manner : 
The chief employment, the higheft point and 
perfection of charity, is, to pafs by the otfences 
and injuries of men; to pardon the malice of our 
enemies, and the ingratitude of our friends. To 
him, therefore, I who advances to this height of 
virtue, God hath very apdy and fuitably promifed^ 
(hat his faults and ofiences too ihall be pardoned: 
as he deals with his neighbour, fo will God deal 
with him: mercy fhall be fhewed upon him, who 
ihews mercy: if we forgive other men their tref» 
pafles, then will our heavenly Father fbi^give us 
our trefpafles alfo. There is, you fee^ a (iriA 
analogy betwixt the reward annexed and one 
great mAance of the virtue injoined: y^hich 1^ 
. God's method of putting us ii>. mind of what we 
are to do, by his promiies, as well as hi^ com-* 
mands ; and of exciting us to endeavour after a 
pcrfeftion, not eaiily attained, by afluring us, 
that the exercife of it ihall, in the very fame kind, 
return doubly and trebly into our own bofom« 
But, 

%dly^ The good and charitable man is peculiarly 
entitled to the pardon of many fins^ becaiUie he 
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is in a peenliar manner liable to incur the guilt of 
.many; either from the natural fratoe and make 
of his mind , which difpofes him to this virtue, 
or from the very excrcife of the virtufe itfclf . 

Charity i$ grafted always on good-nature and 
a fweetneis of difpoiition : which though it be a 
temper of mind very lovely and deiirable ; yet is 
it fuch as, in the circumftances of our prsfent 
imperfed ftate, hath its inconveniencies ; and is 
what makes converfation dangerous in a world, 
where we are fiirrounded with temptations. It 
hinders us from arming ourfelves with that 6b- 
fiinate refolution of mind, that ftubborn incom- 
plying virme, which is requifite to preferve a man 
i;indefiled and blamelefs. It makes us eafy and 
yielding to common cuftoms ai;d received opini-' 
ons \ Heady to comply with athouiand things 
(of which we are not exaAly well fatisfied) upori 
the pure fcore of good»nature, and becaiife we 
.cannot allow ourfelves to be tit)ublefome. And 
being found and known to be of this ealy and 
complying temper ; this Very thing will invite 
ill fpirits, and ill men, to make their attempts 
upon us. 

And then tie * Exercifi of the virtue itfclf, 
cfpecially where the principle of it is ftrong, lays 
tis open to feveral failings. It makes us omit 
oftentimes the duties incumbent on us from our 
profeflions and callings ; and perhaps neglcA to 
take care of thofe whom it is the firft point of 

* Aymiitn l^^wm (rihro ii ro %wrroif «iriav tq^ a^«9ov) fiv(U>9 
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charity to take care of, our children and £&iulies. 
It warms us with fuch a zeal for doing good^ as 
breaks out fometimes into aAs not reconcileable 
to the rules of. difcretion, decency, and right 
reafon j and which do real diflervice to the caufe 
of God and jreligion, inftead of promoting it. 
St Francises charity went a little too far, when 
it was taken up in providing for birds an^ beafts^ 
after a moft extraordinary and iingular manner : 
the virtue was not at all beholden to him for being 
(hewed in fuch a drefs, as, inftead of rendering: 
it defiraUc in the eyes of men, made it look 
ridiculous. 

Indeed love (the fpring-head of charity) as it 
is the fweeteft of all pailions, fo is one of the 
ftrongefttoo ; an^d, if it have the reins but onc» 
g^ven to it, will go near to run away with its 
rider : that is, if a due care be not taken of it, it 
yrill exalt our . fancy fo high, and diforder k ib 
much, as. to put it out of the reach and rule of 
the governing powers of the mind. And then^ 
what wild work doth there follow ! Inftead of 
wife and rational ways of beneficence, foolifh 
vmdertakings and im-pra^licable defigns! Inftead 
of a manly and fober fornv of devotion, all the 
extravagant- ranks andfiUy freaks of emhufiafm I 
For the proof of which I appeal to the lives of 
many of thofe faints to whom the Church of Rome 
Ixath allowed a place in her Kalendar I 

Finally, the charitable man, who loves every 
thing, doth not fail fometimes to love his own 
virtue too ; I mean, that he is apt to over*ratethe 
jiaft price of it, and too much to undervalue every 
thing clfc in coijiparifon of it. A man may be 

fo 
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fb much ftnick with the beauty and excellence of 
charity, as to be left concerned than he ought to . 
be for a found faith, and make ihipwreck of the 
one, whilft he is too haftilj and zealoufly purfuing 
the other. 

Thus, I fay, the good and mercifol man, })eing 
particularly liable to fome infirmities, is as 'parti-« 
cularly comforted with t gracious aflurance of 
their pardon. 

^diy^ God feems on purpofe to have placed 
this mark of diftindUon upon charity, to (hew 
us, how tender and careful he is of our wel£eire ; 
what bowels of love and compaffion he hath for 
us : Since that is his favourite virtue, the virtue 
he chiefly delights in, and delights to reward ; 
the exercife of which is moft fweet and comfort- 
able, moft ufeful and advantageous to the'fon^ 
of men. He defigned Jby this convincing inftance 
of his goodnefs, to prove to us, that he was not 
an hard and rigorous mafter, who enjoined us 
commands for his own fake, and purely for the 
pleafure of being obeyed i but that his great in- 
tention was to twift our duty and our happinefs 
together: And therefore, the more our eafe and 
:«*dvantage was concerned in the praAice of any 
virtue, the ftronger ties and engagements to it 
Wa^ he refolved to lay upon t|s. 

4thfyf Charitv is particularly avilable to procure 
a remiffion of tne guilt of fin, and a relaxation of 
the punifhment due to it; becaufe it particularly 
engages in our behalf the prayers of all good men, 
And of ail thofe perfbns to whom the inftances of 
dtir goodnefs extend. A kind and beneficent, man 
iMheiii acommon biefling to the world, foheisblefl^ 

ed 



cd bf all^ftnkJkidrttb^^tC^OW him : Aili-atic ifeady to 
Hnplo^e them^rcksio J God, fprntixal and temporal, 
up0n i>lie. fH^rc^l-mkided ; ef{>eciall]^> the poor 
and miiWiible (wlkyfe^ prayers God habh, in a par- 
t^cuhi^ meaner, promifed' to hdar) ai^e conAaxis 
Utid eari^^ kii«rceflb>r&ae thd thix>ne'of Grace for 
hk»» S^tha^-j w^icfea^ the pitofeflbrs of other 
vkmes ft'»^ chiefly wpoit thei* own bottom for 
the ab^aimng pardoiv atid g«ace, every man al-- 
moft becomes a firppliQaAO for the merciful and 
liberal : and no wonder, therefore, if fuch unit-* 
ed peq«efts previlil; Butj 

^tM^y Bx\& principally^ God hath made thid 
|3li«daMfet^ charity, andf to no other virtue, be«* 
cdw#it is- really th^ chkf and moft excellent o/ 
^WtHes^V 2u^ ^ <$^ft excellen:i2 thing ought to 
have tfee moft exceltent rewards It is the great 
perfe<ftic)H the difHng^iifhing grace of a chriftian, 
preferaWe to fiiith and* hope, in dignity, in ufe, 
and in the length of its duration, as St^ Paul hath 
taught us to reafon concerning it. It is called the 
great rcmmaiklmenty Matth, x5cii. 38. the ind 0/ 
fht'comnandm^nfy i Tim. i. 5* 2iX\dt]\QftiIfiiHn^ of 
the-lanuj Ram. xiii, 10. : and it is really what it it 
called. Pot* where this divine grace dwells*, and 
FdgfM, there no moral attainment of any kind 
can be t<!)taUy' wanting* Charity is the queen of 
Yirtwes* ; the reft are of her retinue, and train as 
it were ; cpnftantly attending on her, appearing 
and difappearihg with her : and well, therefore, 
as a queen, is five invefted-by God with that fo-» 
f ereigp? prerogative, the power of covering fin* 

• Sao-iXif T4>v o{^i7«if Chtyf. T..VI. p. f jj« 
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It is her nature to be comprehcnfive of, and a- 
bounding in, many duties ; and therefore it is 
her reward alfo, to bea ikreen for many failings* 
Charity is faid in fcripture to eftaWiflia true friend- 
fhip, and to create a real likenefs, between God 
and man : God pafleth by the faults, therefore, of 
the chariraWe, as a friend doth thofe of hisjfriend; 
the great rcfemblance of the divine nature, which 
fhihcs out in him, hides every lefler fort and de-» 
gree of unlikenefs, and makes it not to be dif- 
cerned. 

'Tis difEcult to flop on fo fruitful a fubjcft ; 
and yet more difficult to exprefs one^s fclf becom- 
ingly and well* The tongues of men and angels, 
as they are faid to be a worthlefs gift, in com- 
parifon of charity, fo are they not all able to fet 
out half the woith and excellence of it. St. Paul 
hath done fomewhat towards it, in the XIIP* 
chapter of the firft epiftlc to the Corinthians i and 
to him I refer you. 

IV. It remains that I fhould make thofe few 
inferences I intended from the whole, and then 
point out all that hath been faid particularly, up- 
on the occaiion of this prefent affembly. And^ 

ly?, The truth, which hath been explained, 
fuggefts to us one argument againft their opinion, 
who hold juftijBcation, and all the graces of the^ 
gofpel, to be conveyed to us by faith alone ; in 
fuch a fenfe as excludes any manner of regard to 
our works. For if juftification be the putting a 
man into a ftatc of favour with God by remiffion 
of fin, then works of charity, which contribute 
to the remiiSon of our fins> muft contribute alfo 

to 
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to OTir jiiftification. This point goes generally 
for a fpeculativc nicety, not worth infifting upon : 
But furely they, who think it fo, have not well 
confidered, what influence it hath experimentally 
had upon praftice, and a good life, in many of its 
afiertors. Some ijpiritual libertines of the Anti* 
nomian way, have by it undermined the very de- 
fign of the gofpel 5 and fet us free from the ne- 
ceflity of being pious, juft, or good, upon any o- 
ther principle, but that of pure gratitude only. 
A nd in thofe who do not rife to thdfe mad heights, 
yet the pcrfuafions they have entertained a- 
i>out juftifying faith, are obfervcd mightily to 
leffen their ef^eem of good works : and from 
^fteeming them lefs, to come to praftife them 
lefs, is, God knows, a very eafy ttep, and 
almoft an unavoidable one! Witnefs the ce- 
lebrated inftitutions of a great divine, in which - 
of faith much every where, of charity little any 
where, is fpoken ; and we arc not, therefore, 
to wonder, if the rules of charity fhouid, in that 
book, be as little obfecved. Indeed thefe very 
rules of charity (which I would not willingly, 
while I am mentioning, tranfgrefs) induce me to 
.think, that many learned and pious men hold 
this doftrine of juftification by faith alone, in its 
mpft rigid fenfe, without holding, or even dif- 
cerning, the ill confequences that attend it. How- 
ever, fince the ill confequences of this doftrine 
are fufiiciently plain, both from reafon and expe- 
rience (though fuch men happen not to perceive 
them), the fame rules of charity forbid us, when 
the fubje<S^ falls in our way, to be iilent concern- 
ing them, or fuffer men to think, that thofe, 
F z who 
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who exclude ^od ujortoSrfromM^g 16^ W^ys^lo* 

only of an Jbdoc^^ut a^jftake, ^'hieli 4?e«|^^ jpga^ 
farther than bare fp^Hlait4on. A 

id inference is,' That, if a fjpirit of cbatii^ 
Ihall cover a mulH^ud^e of 4"^^, then i«ay we ^flurc 
ourfelycs, thajt the contriiry ie!i=i|)er> a f^i^^k t)f 
hatred, maligniigr, andjllwdl, l&^ll cQvfer atmul* 
tiudcof virtues} u -e. Tli^y fl^i^ not iN rockokled 
as virtues to him wlio pofitiFeth them ; tjek-her 
God nor «nan &*il regiaird thcna as ibcix^ if charity 
doth not crown them. Charity covers ma«^y fiqs^ 
becaufe it is fo noble and fo eKoelicnt a virtue : 
what virtue theO) beyond tliis, can. there be fovnd^ 
of value Sufficient to coyer thi: fin of lincharita;** 
jiienefs ? ' 

idlyy From the promife made in the.teXt^ we 
may take an occaiion to refle& on the woivdrou^ 
goodncfs and condefcenfion of God He hath % 
right to all the higheft inftances and degrees of 
virtue that is poffiblfc for us to abound in \ and 
vrhen we h^ye pradUfed them to the utcnoft, we 
Jaave done but what we were ftri^Uy obliged to 
do : And yet fo. far he is pkafcd. to abate of this 
right, as to acce|>t the perfotnnaBce of one great 
duty in lieu of the omi^n of many others. An 
a^t of grace and kindnefs, which is enhanced to 
us, by confidering, that reafon never did nor 
could make this known to the. heathen world 5 
fiithough the gofpel hath now revealed it to us. 
Nay, remarkable it is, as I ohferved to yoii before) 
that this great duty, which is to compenftte, as 
}t were, for all our failings, is the moft pleafant 
ftnd delightful employmejiit that belongs to us 5 

the 



date )cab& agl'tteid>lt to bur nature, te4 At moft 
ufeful to our fellow-creatures. 3Let us riot cosn<- 
fbin, therefore, of tbe ftridnefe of tbc rule wc 
are to walk by^ and of the hardfliips which in our 
Chrtftiaii warfare ^e are to undergo. The rule 
18 ftria indeed 5 but then, as there are great 
heifs and aJflSihinces, enabling us to live up to it 4 
£0 great ebateutents and alfowances {^c fee) ai^ 
made to us ^ laft^ if we do not. There are io- 
deed difficulties ro be undergone : But, furely, the 
iatonr ef hve is none of them. That, as it makes 
a kind of atonement to God for all the faults we 
commit, fo doth it make an amends to us for all 
f hie trouWes wic arc at, in every other part of our 
"^ty ; It gives an esUinefs to that yoke, and a 
iig^tnefs to that burden, which is laid upon ti». 

4fhly^ BhdLqftiyf If the doArine laid down bb 
good, then have we in it the plaineft and moft 
4|ui€kening motive in the world to the exercife 
of this great duty of charity ; fuch a motive, as 
exceeds the utihed force of ail the arguments 
^Rfhtch ever were offered in this cafe ; and of whole 
p^wer if a man can be infeniible, all other mo^ 
tives will, doubtlefs be lofk upon him. The wife 
fon of Sirach khoughi he had made a reafbnable 
plea for charity, when he faid, ** Lay up thy 
** p^afore according :to the commandments of 
*' the moft high, and it fhall bring thee more pro- 
•* fit than gold. Shut up alms in thy ftorehoufes, 
<< atid it {hall deliver thee from all afflidtibn ; It 
^* ihall fight for thee againft thine enemies betteb 
« than a mighty fliield, c^ a ftrong fpear, Ecclus* 
3cxix. II, Hi 13. But how flat, and cold, and 
ynmoving is aU this, when compai*6d with the life 

and 
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and energy that is in thofe few words $ — It /baU 
cover the multitude of fins. 

This motive indeed hath been carried too far, 
and abufed to ill purpofes, by men of another 
communion, who, by the help of it, have made 
the moft impure and profligate wretches hope for 
a general forgivenefs of all their fins, fo they were 
but liberal enough to the church in their wills ; 
and fettle fuch a revenue upon it^ as fhould make 
a good number of fathers think it worth their 
while to fay daily malTes for the foul of the de- 
parted. And how grofs a way foever this is of 
expounding the text, it hath proved a very gain- 
ful one to thofe who made ufe of it ; For perhaps 
half the wealth of the church of Rome may juftly 
be attributed to it. A ftrong perfuafion of the 
truth of this expofition feems to have been one of 
the chief foundation-ftoncs, upon which a great 
part of her charitable buildiogs have been erredt- 
ed. 

The minifters of the reformed church indeed 
dare not go fo fer in inviting you to works of 
charity and mercy: But this they dare and do 
afl5rm ; That a true principle of charity, is that 
qualification of mind, which of all others is moft 
grateful and acceptable to God \ and fuch as, at 
the day of final retribution, he will have a parti- 
cular regard to, fo as to make no fevere fcrutiny 
into that man's faults and failings, who hath emi- 
nently guided his life and practice by it. - And 
this they think fufficiently intimated in our Savi- 
our's account of the procefs of that day ; where 
the only head of enquiry he mentions, is what 
good and chariiable deeds we have done to any 

of 
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of our poor brethren ? Which implies thus much 
at leaft 5 That this will be the chief point upoa 
which we fhlU be examined ; and that our ac- 
quittal, as to neglefts in other parts of our duty, 
will depend very much upon our being able to give 
a good anfwer to it. 

And, I hope, this ailurance itfelf is a iufficient 
encouragement to the pfaftice of charity, with-* 
out our needing to ft rain the words of the text to 
A> extravagant a fenfe, as no wife man can be- 
lieve that we ought, and no good man will wifh 
that we might, take them in. 

There is indeed one farther fenfe of the words 
than hath yet been mentioned; to which they 
may, however, be innocently and truly extended. 
They have been hitherto confidered only as con- 
taining a particular promife to particular perfons: 
They may be underftood alfo with regard to thofe 
bleflings which public charities procure on pub- 
lic ftates and communities. For it is true alfo, 
that adls of charity fhall cover the fins of cities 
and kingdoms, a& well as thofe of private men, 
if cities and kingdoms do generally agree to per- 
form them. 

Our fore-fethers, we may prefiime, were of 
this opinion ; and were powerfully influenced 
by it, toward ietting forward thofe charitable 
defigiis, which are a lading honour and ad- 
vantage to this city and kingdom, 'f'hey could 
not but fee, that the wealth of the church,^ tho* 
it was really grown too great, and was by 
fbthe rich lazy orders in it fcandaloufly employed ; 
yet had been retrenched, on this account, beyond 
what needed, and had not been applied afterwards 

to 
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tb any religious or paMs^f^ ; ^tt^ ^vnn f^Baadered 
away for the moft part upon &voBrites, and u- 
pon fbch as £ell in wi^ tlus honeft zeal of ouF^flrA 
reformers, not out of any prkkriple of cMfctfeoce^ 
B^ttke mere defign of enrkhing tbemftlves- o«it • 
of the^ plunder of abbies and monafteritJS. Tfed' 
ftnfeorthis, doubtfels, affeAed dfecply the good' 
and pious men of thofe times, and mdi^ thenv 
Very earneft and aftive to procure fi>me papt o#^ 
thifc church fpoiis to be fet afide for charitable^; 
life : That retribution, as it were, tnight by thifr 
means be made to God, of what had been torn a*^ 
Way in too large proportions from hfe Worihi^ 

abd fervice : To fpcak plainly, that by a trtwi 

fpirit of charity thofe fins might be covered, wUthf' 
a fpirit of luft and avarice, under the pretencd 
of reforming the abufes of charity, had cs^fisd P 
And thefe endeavours of theirs God blefl^d fti 
wbnderfally, that fome millions of money were^^ 
in a few years, contributed towards eredHng an<JB 
endowing here, and in other parts of oui* coun- 
try, hofpitals and houfcs of charity. This fuflici^ 
ent4y baffled the jcalumnies, and flopped the 
mouths, of our adverfaries of the church o# 
^iGme, who cried us down, as men that were 
reforming away good works, and- turning all' ' 
religion into a notional faith. Hbwotherprotcftant 
countries have freed thcmfelves from that imputa- 
tibn, I am not able to fay : Sure I am, ours cleared 
itfeif fo well from it, as to turn the edge of the^ 
objeftion back upon the church of Rome itfelfi 
For upon a fair and impartial computation, it- 
appears, that there were greater expenccs upon 
public works of charity (fuch, I mean, a^ we are 

at 
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at prcfcnt difcotirfing of) in fixty years afficr thd 
reformation^ than had been in fi\e times that num« 
ber. of years, while popery flood : Some have ad*, 
ded,— T-^than there were from the conqueft down 
to King Edward the fixth \ that good and exCclledC 
Prince the great promoter and encourager of thefd 
works; and who is not to be mentioned, without 
particular honour, in this houie, which acknow-* 
ledges him for her pious and munificent ifounden 

I cannot but .pbierve to you, here, that it was 
the ruling part of this great city, with a good 
bifhop of Londen, and martyr for the I^rotef^anC 
religion, at the head of them, that, by tkeii* 
united application, fiirred up that young princd 
to undertake fo public- fpirited a defign* And it 
is natural for ine alfo at the faa>e time to wifh| 
that that honourable body may thus heartily 
always continue to join their endeavours a&d 
intereft with thofeof their Right Reverend Diocefan% 
in promoting public charities, and public bleffingt 
; of any kind, either io Church or Stated 

Indeed, it muft always be remembered, to thd 
honour of this Great Body, That, as her fpxxxx,'^ 
dations of charky are larger, for ought t can £nd| 
. than thofe of any other city in the chriftlan world \ 
fo they were all railed or endowed, either direftljr 
by her own membei-? j or, i^ by other hands, yet 
, at her earneft and importunate fuit : So that thd 
fabricks and revenues of^ this kind, that belong 
to her, are not only (as in other parts) the ui'efiii 
ornaments of the place, but fo many ftandlng 
monuments alfo of the great piety and unparallel- 
ed bounty, of kcr anceftors ; who folicited tha 
caufe o£ the p9or and the infirm, the lame and 

Vol. 1. ' - Cr wounded 
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Wounded, the vagrant tod lunatic, with fuch m-, 
particular induft^ and 2eal, a^ had thofe grcatr 
and blefled efie£b> which wt at tlii» day fee an<i 
feel. A zeal, never to be forgotten by men 1 and 
wluch, ^«TO hope, God a}fo will never forget ? 
But, wfaen^ he comes down to vifit dnis city for 
the many ill efiefb of wealth mi6pplied, wiH, for 
the fake of it, vifit in mercy ; and confider the 
multitude of her charities, as well as that of her 
fins ; graciouily ' allowing the one to be iix fome 
meafute ^ cover to the otherl 

But I have not rooth to (peak feverally of lA 
die great be^fefkCtions with which fhe abounds s 
tod am called upon, by the occafion of thi^ 
prefent aflembfy, to fay fomewhat more particui- 
larly <>f dioife cff this place. 

I think it, by no means, a fit and decent thing 
to vie charities^ and to creiktbe reputation of one 
noon the ruins of auother : This is, for the iahe^ 
Dt charity, to forget the true chara&er and eflbn- 
tial properties of it ; which are^ as St. Paiti teBs 
us, •* to be kiad,*^ and ** no^ to eavy, not to 
** vaunt itfelf,** or <*bepdFedup, nottobehayt 
•« itfelf unfeemly.'' Howiever, this, I think, I 
may fay, with modefty atnd truth, to the advan* 
tagc of that charity to which we belong: Hiat 
though the bottom of weahh it ftands upon be 
not fa large as Asrt of fome others, yet is it m 
the d^fign of it fo comprchcnfive and fuH, as not 
any where, i think, to be paralleled. 

Here are fiipplies to outward want and neceffity 
liberally itnparied ; The poor and ^herlefs not 
only taJ:en care of, but fo bred up, as to be uJb- 
ful to the cootmonwc^fh, fcad pcrh^s to take 

care 



«are of many oihdn. Hi9t« i«Uc and pfekfi (aiKl 
thcref CMTC neceffitoio) fcjfons itr)& taught the beft 
ofl^Ibns, labour) toured tQ h, add made ac- 
quainted with it ; aod then feiot out with fuch a - 
. fiock of induftiy, as wJU do diem more real 
fervke than any other Jciod of hcncfa/Xotif if they 
will but m«)ce uie otitf and improve it. 

Here^ loofe meniind woiAea are reduced by 
wholefome diicipline, and vagrantB by confine- 
fioiem: {mnilhoient Itfelf is made an idftrilment of 
mercy and goodneftf and» as meat is provided 
£0r the bcUy, fo is there a r&dfar the hadt ^f fools. 
Thefe paiticidar inftances of charity deferve to be 
enlarged on : It is an ;ftrgufllent that hath not yet 
been handled in its utmoft extentj and may« per-^ 
be^f aifc your patieftcei on fome other occafion: 
Aut ihc tioMPy to- whkth I am confined, is now al-« 
.tnoft run ovti and theiie are yec other inihinces 
.faehindy to be iniifled on. For 

JEicre^ jaot t>nly external ncceffides are relieved, 
buJt inwiird wants alfo are fuppUed; not ill man- 
.Hers only are outwardly eorceAed, but ill difpo- 
jpoiiliona alfo are bettered, ill minds reformed* 
And every iingk inftance In this kind is not con- 
fined to the penon who receives the benefit, but 
is a real fervice to a whole community; It puts 
.a flop to a fpreading plague \ nay, it gets ground 
upon it, by making thole, who have had the in- 
fection, turn phyficians to others, by their ezam- 
j^ and future good manners. 

Nay, here, men recover their underftandings 

0S weU as their, virtues ; that is they recover their 

-very felves : and are made once again members 

of the rational creation, able to fee and know 
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their duty, and to guide themielves by that krdw-^ 
ledge of it ; to pay Aeir renfonahle fervice to God^ 
and to maintam a civil intercourfe with mtn* 

And on this ocafion, that worthy and learned 
perfon defervcs a particular and grateful mention^ 
who hath, by his eminent ikill, afiifted the hof« 
pital to be charitable in this way, to much greater 
pumber of Lunaticks^ than have been known to 
be cured in former time?, 

80 that this great receptacle of miferable objeAs 
of every kind, feems to be like that medicinal 
pool at Bethefday where there were virtues proper 
for eveiT^ malady 5 all infirmities wei^ equally 
healed, in thofe, who had the happinefs to gict 
into it. I can carry the parallel no farther, I 

thank God.- For ithe prudence and vigilance 

of its governors, as it hitherto hath-, fo, I quc- 
Aion not, always will take care, that (contrary to 
what happened to the impotent man in that ftory) 
. they who have moft Aeed of the pool, fhall ever 
have the happinefs to g^ firft into it. Impartla- 
jity is the foul of mercy, as well as jufticc ; * and 
adds farther degrees of ufe and beauty to the mqft 
ufeful and beautiful thing in the world. 

To give you, therefore, in little, the true eha- 
rafter of this great benefaftion ; As charity com- 
prifeth almofl all kinds of virtues ; fo doth this 
foundation take in almoft all forts of charities ! 

I5ut thoygh all the chief kinds of beneficence 
are here purfued, yet many miferable objects in 
each kind arc not poUible to be reached^ with the 
prefent ftock of cliarity, which belongs eitltcr to 
this hofpital, or to all her other rivals in this /n- 
bifUr Qf Uvf. God ojien the hands of the rich, 

and 
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and dircft the hearts of thc~ mirtiftll, tct biiikl 
upon the foundation their fo^fathdrs have Hid ; 
kod to fupply what is warning, to complete their 
4e(igns! Approving themfclVes thus, the true 
heirs of their piety and bounty, as well as of their 
wealth I Elfc thefc great buildings and ^endow- 
ments of a former age, like the virtuous afts and 
atchievements of the firft founders of noble fami-* 
lies, will become a reproach, rather than be an 
honour, to a degenerate and worthlcfs pofterity. 

Confider with yourfelves, How God hath bleft 
this 'city for the fake of the mighty works that 
have been done in her ; I fay, for the fake of 
them, — For let a man carry his thoughts back to 
that time when theie good defigns were firft fet 
on foot, and he ihall find, that from thence the 
Tife and growth of this city, in trade, wealth, in-t 
tereft, and greatnefs, is precifely to be dated. 

May it grow on, in the fame proportion ! and 
by the fame means alfo ! That is, may there ftiU 
Jje found fuch a number of charitable perfons in 
it as will continue the character which hath hi- 
therto belonged to it ; and by that means, fecure 
the continuation of God's ^leilings upon it. May 
charity go on to have its perfeEl work; not living 
merely upon the old ftock, not continuing at a 
ftay '9 but growing and increafing ftill, as the ne- 
ceflities of fome men increafe, and the abilities of 
others to relieve them ! A nd thus fpreading itfelf 
to a wider compafs, it fliall afluredly procure a 
greater fhare of God's mercies, and eover a greater 
multitude <^ our fms. 
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A LUtb Me fl^U i^ocTHi a thoufondt ^ni afiMtt 
phiajrmgnatknt /» the uird^ vfttttajlfn H\ 
in bis time* 

J. Aroui^xtt this diapteTi in ^c^ribin^ the 
taMen aosd mghw increiife of chriAMmif, iH 
triumFihstiac progpe6thr€>ugk'aIl aadoot^ apd i|3 
preyakoce over all the cnher rcligioas of the 

world* 
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World* And this wondrous enlargement of it lie 
takes occafion (at the clpfe of the chapter) to re-» 
prefent as fo much the iriorc admirable, on the 
account of that fmall appearance it fhould make 
^ firft, thpfe flendeP afidunpromiiing beginningsi 
With which it fhould fet out4 A tittle otifi fays hej 
in the words I have read to you, Jball become a 
tbovfands and afinaUmeajirong [nation: I the 
Lord, will hajlen it, in his (i. e. in the Mcffiah's) 
time.. From wJsich words, thtrefore, I fliall, 
without ferther'~ preface, take occaiion . Id raifc 
thefe feveral heads of difcourfe. 

I. Firft, 1 Ihiall briefly reprefent to you the 
tna^er of faft itfelfj to which this prophecy refers, 
h6w fwift and ftrangc a progrefs the gofpel made 
at^ and after^ its firft fetting out from Jerufalem* 

II. Secondly, I (hall prove to you, that thii 
fupceils of it mufl have been miraculouS| and ow- 
to^ chiefly lo the mighty operations and eflTeftuil 
afliftances of the holy fpirit of God. After efta- 
blifhlng which great truth upon firm and proper 
arguments, Ifliall^ inthf 

V IIL Third V^ce, fairly lay together wtat ctoi 
be offered, tQ evade the force of them; and give 
the feveral objeAions their anfwers. 

IV: Fmrthly, I fhall confideTj how grtsat and 
how difti]igtii£bing an advantage this was to. the 
chriftian inftitution, and to what ufeful ends add 
' purpofes the confideracion of it may be applied^. 

...... Va 



V. fifthly^ and Vafily^ I (hall enquire into th^ 
time when, and the manner how, this miracle 
ceafed ; and make fome fuitable reflexions upoa 
ic, with regard, both to thofe who lived then^ 
when thb dop was put to the gofpel, and to tts^ 
who live now, in tli^ latter ages of the world. 

Txrfti I am to reprefent to you the matter of 
faA kielf, to which the prophecy of the text re« 
fers ; how fwift and flrange a progrefs the gofpel 
really made at, and after, its firft ietting out from 
Jerufalem* And the account of this is as much 
above imagination, as k is beyond difpute. 

From St. tuke we learn, that, upon the afcent 
of our Saviour, the little flock, he hath gather* 
ed. confi/led of but one hundred and twenty di{^ 
ciples : Thefc received a mighty addition to thellf 
number, on the very day of penticoft (the day* 
on which the gofpel, as well as the law, was firlc 
promulged) ; even on that day three thoufand fouls 
were brought over to the faith, by a Sermon of 
St. Peter* s : fo well did that fpiritual fifher begin 
to make good the character, which Chrift had 
given of him, that he fbould catch men I Ads vi« j% 
After this, the ixumber of the difciples multiplied 
in Jerufalem greatly, faith the fame holy pea 
(greatly, even in proportion to their firft incrcafc) j 
and from thence the do&*ine was foon carried 
into all the remoter regions of the earth } info* 
much that the book of the AptJiUs A£ts (which, 
being wiritten by St. Luke^ the companion of 
St. Paul^ is chiefly taken up in giving an account 
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of that particular Apoftle's labours and travels i 
and of thofe of them only, which he underwent 
in the fir ft yearis of his miniftry: I fay, even thii 
book idfclf) doth contain an account of die fpread« 
ing of the gofpet, forwards, throu^ many eafterit 
countries ; and, baclhvarcU, through agreat part 
of the weft : of its piercing, on the one fide, inta 
all the civilized, and ibme of the barbarous, pro« 
Winces of Afia y and on the other, as far as the 

r^eat metropolis of Europe, Rmhe itfclf jy& mightU 
grew theword of Godjartd pervailed! A^xix.20. 

Indeed, Ae writers of the ftory of the chuitrH 
A>, with opie conftnt^ ^grce, that ScytSia, Indid, 
Caul, and Bgypt^ llf the moft diftant parts of 
the world then known, had the doArine of Chxift 
Conveyed t6 them in lefi than forty years, u e. be* 
fore the deftruaion bf Ae Je^ijh State by tUusi 

And >^Sat degree of Aiccefs the voite ot thcfS 
jnreath^rs had in the feveral countries thrdugH 
li^hi^h k fotmded, we may leard from the ancim 
^pologxfts, who, ire two centuries ^ctt ^ fct 
jtuhout, pleaded for cbriftianity, ontheaccoutrf 
if its vaft and laf redibic nufnbers : r^prefemfcd 
fo the. heathen emperors, that their courts, Achr 
lamps, thH^ cities, their provmces, were all fifll 
of mem, and that h was impoffiblc to citirpatiS 
feenij without defl±oyiiig th6 Hi gfiatci' pjirt 6f 
Ihcir fubjcfts. 

The gofpd IS frequently hi the New Teftariiiiit 
Compared to ttght : send it did in nothing tattrii 
fefemble Hght thaii Jit diis,* &at, as foon ds th*f 
heavenly dofirfne, therein contained, sirbfeupo^ 
tttc ^orld, it darted its' bright rays,- arid diflf&fcd 
its quitibodng hifluetit^ from Eaft to Weft^ witb 

an 



tn inconceiyabl/e fwifo^ls- 7iu9 .^^kingdpm oS 
i* God came iiot yrixh obt^r^siohf i^ekher conl^ 
^ irmn iatj, LoharCiaad I^Jliierei*'LiJce.xvii. 20. 
ai . rhat is (as we may ixiteq>ret the Words) it did 
uot cftabliih itfejf, like otW* kingdoms, ia a iloir 
s^ld ieiiurely meaner, fo as. that lookers-on might 
trace it eafily from its rife d^TOUgh xhp fevqral ftej^ 
^its progrefsi but fixed itfeUFat oace,almo{l every 
where, with.fo rapid and amazing a courfe, ^f 
^d, as it were, leave the ejcs and obfervatipn of 
{pen behind it. And ftill, as it went alpng, i( 
gained mighty fpoils from all religions, ancTga* 
^ered valt multitudes of every cpui>tryjindcr its 
l>anners. And, therefore, well did the foundeir 
of thk. kingdom thus prophefy coacernjng it :-<« 
'^Unta what is th^e kingdom.pf God like r An4 
V ^hereunto ihali.I refeml^li; it ? Itis-like .agraia 
f*,p^ muftardrfted,. .which <a ipan took, and threw 
^ ir\tO: his garden ; and it gre^' and. waxed ajgre^C 
<^ tree: and the fowls of the air loclged m the 
*' branches of }t *' A nd again, he faid, ♦* Where- 
<< unto Ihall I liken the kingdom of God ? tt i$ 
<', Ijke leaven,. wh;ch a woman topkf .and hid in 
^^ ithr^e i^eafures of meal, until the whole was 
** Icavenpd," Luke.xiii. liJ, ipf ao, ai. 

But becaufe the matter of faft itfclf fThat there 
Vfs^ . fuch a fudden and prodigious increafe of 
^onyerts to chriilianity] is on all hands fo well 
agreed upon, as to need no folemn proof: it may 
Office )to have giyen this fhprt account of it. 

JI^ I goon now, in.the5'^^©«JpIace, to prove, 

tibat this fuccefs of the gofpel was certainly mira« 

culous, and pwing chiefly to the mighty operati- 

H 2 ons^ 
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©ns, and cffcftual affiftanccs, of the holy Spirit of 
God : and that, £^r this plain reafon ; becanfe 
the natural and vifible caufes, which concurred 
to the production of this great efieft, were not 
any wavs equal to the eiFeft produced; and, there- 
fore, fomc fupernatural and inviiible caufe muft 
needs have given birth to it. 

The appearing eaufes and inflruments of this 
wondrous revolution were, chiefly, twelve men^ 
of obfcure birth and parentage, of the meaneft 
education, of the plaineft and iimpleft underftand- 
ings, unpolifhed by learning and eloquence, un- 
improved by experience and converfe j men of no 
fubtlety, no art, no addrefs ; who had no man- 
, jier of authority, intereft, or repute in the world : 
Thefe men undertake to convince the world, that 
one Je/uj^ a man, who had juft before expired 
publicly on a crofs, was the true .Gk>d, blefled for 
ever ; and, in confequence of this, to preach up 
a doftrine, the moft unwelcome to fleih and blood 
that could be, the moft repugnant to men's na- 
tural defircs and inclinations, to their fettled 
habits, and inveterate prejudices ; contrary to the 
cftablifhed rites and religions of all countries, and 
in all ages of the world. They fet out from 
Jervfalemy with this defign ; they difperfe them- 
felvcs through all the quarters of the earth ; they 
focceed every where : and, in a very fhort time, 
prevail with great multitudes, in every nation 
and kingdom, to fubmit to the laws, and to owa 
the religion of Jffus, 

Now, 1 fay, here was no manner of proportion 
l>et ween the caufe and its efFeft j between the work 
which was wrought and the iufUuments which 

wrought 
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wrought it ; and therefore we may, and muft^ 
from hence conclude, that a divine invifible pow- 
er went along with them in every ftep, and rnira-* 
culoufly ble^d their endeavours. Which truths 
that it may appear to you in its full ftrength and 
evidence, I fhall confider more particularly, which 
(naturally fpeaking) are the beft advantages for a 
new opinion to fet up with, and under what cir- 
cumftances it b moft likely to prevail ; and I fhill 
fliew, that the Chriftian religion was utterly de- 
ftitute of every one of thefe advantages, and yet, 
nevcrthelcls, did prevail. 

Now there are tour things, that chiefly conduce 
towards the fpreading of any new doftrine, and 
moft remarkably make way for its reception in 
the world. 

As, ifty If the principles of it be fuitcd to the 
lufts, the interefts, and wiihes of thofe, among 
whom Jt is to be propagated. 

2rf(y, If it be fupported and countenanced by 
perfons in power and authority, of great name 
and note, if it be either forcibly obtruded upon 
men by fanguinary laws and cdidb, or more in- 
dire£Uy advanced by art and management, and 
the methods of worldly prudence. 

^dfy, If it be firft brought into the world in 
dark and barbarous ages, when men arc either 
too rude and illiterate, to be able to weigh and 
difpute the truth of it, or too much funk in floth 
and vice, to be willing to do it. Or, 

4thly^ If it be not propofed to men, all at once, 
but be infinuated into them by degrees, fecretly, 
and infenfibly. 

I. As to the Firji of thefe, it is certain, that 

nothing 
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pQ^t4Qg recomi^ends a jqiev dp£kw£ fp [muchy xi^r 
gpe^ fo £ar, toward^ prpmotipg ;w pniyerfsil re« 
pep^ioD of it, as its fj^liog in with the cprrupt dc« 
fires and inclinatioqs, xli^ p^£Boiis^nd prejudice 
pf men. Fqr men arej.witt^qut diffiir^ulty, ^rpugl^ 
to belieyc,aH opinioD tnje, whi(;h they wi|h tr^c 
|)eforehand. And this was the way in which th^t 
ci^nnii:^ imppftor, ^ahamet^ici up for a f)^w t>f Qr 
phet. T^z made , his 4o^n|ie ^s reliil^ipg and pa« 
latal^ as he ^pul^ ; contrived it on ^purpofe, .fi> 
as that it might gratify men's lufb afid appetitc;s | 
and, efpecially, that it might comply with. the 
Iqofe and wanton manners 9£tl;^e e^Ui, where; he 
v^eStcd his Aand^d. 

A?>d,thns alfo^ ever^nce, hath Ubcrtinifinof 
all kinds promoted its intereft, and increafed ix^ 
p^ri^. FaUe axul fooliih ppinions have cpttea 
iQOtin^, ^pd thriven, in prejudice, to ^ruereligioa 
and found morality ; becaufe th^re w^as ipmethl^g 
in them, .which ^fl^ttered either our .vanity, our 
Ijuft, 9^ onr pride, and fell in wi^h.a.d^ljng v^^ 
cliixatiop. Aad to this fi^gle art Mr. Hobb^ 
owed all his r^pptation, and jliis-fpUowers : it w;4s 
pot his.philo/bphy, aujd his bpafled.reaibn, thgit 
drew men in; but the ikjU he Ii^djn fitting h^a 
principles. to mep's con{Utut;ipns and ^tempers : 
He knew what would take, andbe liked ; and ^c, 
Ipncwihow to exprcfs it after a taking n^ann^r.;- 
and no wonder then, if it wer^ greedily -entei:-. 
tained. To talk againft received ppinioqs^ and 
Sn behalf of fbme beloved vices and frailties ; . to 
drefs up his difcourfe in all the natural fieauties 
of language, and to give it befide the air (and he 
gave it i^pi^nghut the a^r) o^ d^monftr/ition ; 

This, 



Thi^,Hc few, ^kWAS U €ht€ i^r^y 6fm^^^a^fi€^ 
mtA of wk and- plt^we on hi* M&i and^ Ai^,- 
&<^refoiHH h6foll6WedW^^itp^lfbatioRsiht^fiicw 

are m fMr gintraHafii ^^^ ^^ ^ MWSm 

Fut cWiftiariity, wKeh it fct ofat, todlif rftmS 
•6f thfefc met^dir rfretomifefehd&g'itfclf, arid dri*/ 
' brgingits fiitereflSr dxi the ebfttrar^, k pi^bitoft 
ed plaitt naked' tftrtftsi #Mi?6ut cdlmirt and dif-ii 
guifeaf, or aiiy regard t6 what #as ag^eSeabfc ackf 
pkafing. h held fortJr l^gh and iiicdmrdvaW*? 
ifcyffcric^, ^Wch the pride of man wotild make 
Km apt ttf fefpefl, bfe6atife he cotiM rio* pcr(6€»f 
liotnprehend* 5 a^d h prcsich^df tfp harfli' aAd iih^ 
*ratcftd doOrMcs, i^Mch did viofenc^ W men'f 
ftatutc*, ihd \^h!ich ft iV* deaiK to th^m te? thini? 
af cmerta*nmg. Aiidyc^, f fiy/irrid'erfliikgrfcirf 
ffiadrdritagcj 'A ma^ffr ittf #'ay,' irid pro^dretf,* 

srf^jf R isr airibthei? |Wa?t idvatiwige W ariftn;g^ 
dpihforf/ if it Ife cfpdtifcd: by frieh of atrtho^ityi* 
repute, and parts ; who may eiffier fwteit^y^f 
fetb the wo*W hf dint of power, ot hthtg k a- 
BoW B}^ am of manafgefhcnW and cotiti^vante. Irf 
Ail- rSitiitici^ th6 propltct bf ih6 eaft heV7ed otf 
Ui ^ iy iSte p6wer of flie hdt^-y tobfc arfrair-f 
fej^e fftm the dHifidfns arid weaknefi of chriftclri^ 
iftrtn,' ia ^in * fevag^nniltitndfe, . ^d msflte krjgtf 
inroads upon it ; a^hd having firiSt brought hitcr 
ftfijfcffioh t^c BodfciS df ria^ij, Kad ho Hard talk, 
afterW^diii td cftflavc iUtif foufe; 

H Iftfc ntaSatfr {hi ^pal ufui-p^flohs bfie'n pre* 
fi3cdi tlte l^dptf of itcrmr got ztabnt prince^ 

iato 
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into their intereft, and made them blindly obedi« 
ent to the holy fee ; smd then, by their help, Im- 
pofed their own decrees upon whole unwilling 
provinces and kingdoms. And, as fome of their 
encroachments thus got footing, fo many others, 
we know, were brought in, at firft, and have 
been fupported ever fince, by the higheft and 
moft refined arts of policy. That fee hath never 
wanted, from the very moment, fince it firft fee 
up its pretences, a number of ikilfiil managers, 
who have continually pleaded its caufe, and car^ 
ricd on its interefts, with all the dexterity and ad* 
drefs,. with all the induftry and zeal, of which 
human wit is capable : It hath ever had the warm- 
ed and ableft (I had almoft faid the wifeft) heads 
employed in its defence ; and hath taken care to 
snake fure of them, by bountiful rewards, dealt 
out in proportion to their fervices ; and by mak« 
ing a zeal f3r the papal chair, a fure and never 
^Eiiling ftep towards all manner of honours and 
advantages : and no wonder, therefore, if its 
delufions have fpread fo far and wide, and infec* 
ted fuch numbers. 

It was much the fame cafe, with regard to the 
. broachers of herefy in the ancient church ; they 
were generally leading nxen, of fome figure and 
repute in the world, of great wit and fubtlety | 
and, by the help of thcfe, they were able to ralfc 
a duft and make a noife ; to form a party, and 
fet themfelves at the head of it. 

But now, when Chriftianity firft appeared how 
weak and defenceleis was it, how artlefs and un« 
defigning! How utterly imfupported either by 
thefecular arm, orfecular wUdom! J fend you 

Jorth^ 



Ihrtk^ itki evHT SiMfiour %o lis apoftle^, ^sjbap 

in tHhif rm^t^ >wimt : Matth. x. i5. An^, ^c** 

em*M0gl]f, ^fj ^v^ecit for^ m i&etf^irkof ^mpli«« 

^ity, of htimimy ttHA iiie<A:ii<fs ) iittned only widi 

«^;n^ «ad ihnckl&iico'; « gMd ca«ife and ao «qual 

rdbtutioii -. f<^ isnMpwii ^ tMr ^drfare were not 

emwil^ kuf fpfetiUfumil t Con x. 4. t" he tneAet^ 

^ers-of tlidfe glftd -tidings ^fKtt ^ofstr (pom havinj| 

a mamt in AcvrooM^ ^mt^thcy •^ere'Comempcftle i 

Pf!e>K fbot«ned «^ ^tiF^ 4»{r4^f%fto( -mankind} 

ftftd fis Ae Jftitavhffk Md 4evdft ^ef 7^u;j by the 

Jiifkvs 4hitmiCc^bs-f Md w«rc not Wwly, ^Kercfortf, 

t^'Xrve^k tte^lgk 'enrtbcrffy, Jonnirli4<^h (bey came^ 

^Phey left dveir ndu, -Und tlxeir hocAa, (tile onlf 

tlnAgB, .'prdbaUy, <ikait ^ey ^iindearft(K>d) to ^ome 

Ifitp a fieW lircR^d, Whei^in ^they were pe^feA 

HCbratigei^, tttfiA'td^ettcAi a finnr«goff>6l, 9fkh whick 

1|M me^ ^ere 'Bnlid^«rilifidd ; -and fhiey pf eadhed 

ill, tfot 'to -the ^fe, #ie' nifightf, of i4ie ndble, 

^ItAkO, ^kem tculMNmed) fg^ght h^^t forwarded iM 

4«ceff6on <*liy thcnr kftuence^ but toilie fbdidi^ 

weak, and bafe, who were abk to do notMti^ 

4lbr hs «fi#i^aMtage, betl^RviA^ ddoordmg to the 

*ri]fle«, -anddyiwg f at" ihe trtttk of It. As they had 

«0 liAp <#om the i{KFH»«r« of tfeis world, civil or 

tolMftary, fo bid'Aey dll'the oppofition that waj 

•^fflble; which rti^y witJrftood and fedfSed : they 

nawtAnht g&od iJied dF llie word under the very 

Hfiaet'of tlie /l^mtf« tt%a^^H«e« undfoldiers, who, 

4lK>«gh they'fpod k dow>A and rooted it up, yet 

«c«nrfd «m^<de{li«oy ^ fo>fcr, ^but ilhat ftill it fprartg 

^ut Ag»ii«, >ddrd' /leided « ^fr^tfH&l and gloriotm 

^iirvetV. *A ' 

2^'a^Wilg> <^t<t:ftiMfeiOte «ke f rogrcft of a new 
Vol. I. i religion^ 
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religion^ is, if it be brought into the world, in 
dark and barbarous times ; when men are either 
too rude and illiterate to be aUe to weigh and to 
difpute the truth of it, or too much fimk in floth 
and vice to be willing to do it. And this, again, 
cannot but put us in mind of the Rmnijb fiiperfti* 
tions : for it is plain, that they took that time of 
fettling nand fpreading their empire, which, of all 
times fince the coming of Cbrtft^ was the moft ig« 
norant and the leaft inquifitive ; when men were 
"vicious, lazy, difpirited, fearful, and credulous} 
when grofs darknefs fate upon the face of the 
weft I when the irruptions of the Goths and Van^ 
dak had deftroyed all the old learning, as well as 
the old buildings, and left nothing but ignorance 
and barbarity behind them. Then, in that nighty 
as the parable fpeaks, did the cunning emmy 
come, andy^ his tares^ when there was no body 
at work or awake to obferve him. And, when 
he had thus covertly £>wn them, what wonder 
was it, that they (hould grow up together with 
the com and flourifh ? 

But did the gofpel make fuch advantages as 
thefc of men's credulity and fupinenefs ? No \ it 
took all ways of being tried and examined to the 
uttermoft. It alarmed the world a good while 
before-hand, and gave fair warning of its ap- 
proach, by ^ain iigns and predictions: and if the 
prophecies of the Old Teftament will not be ad- 
mitted as proofs in this cafe, fure Tacitus and 
Virgil may be heard; the firft of which lays it 
down as a known truth, that diere was (about 
the time of our Saviour) a ftrong tdwiition tbroP 
all the eqft of a certain mighty fdace^; that was 

1 ..-,.\them 
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I then and there cxpefted to arift, and to govern 

the world ; and the latter, out of the Sibytlinfi 

i verfes, tranfcribed fuch an account of things, as 

' did evidently, and could only, belong to the days 

of the gofpel, and the reign of the Meffiah. 
I But the moft obfervable thing on this head is, 

I that God pitched upon that particular point of 
i time, for die manifeftation of his gofpel, whea 
good fenfe, and learning, and wit, were at the 
higheft \ when the Ihman emfnre was-in its full 
glory, and, together with it, all the arts and fci- 
dices flouriihed : when the world enjoyed a pro- 
found peace, and was at liberty to examine the 
truth of an opinion, which fet up with fuch pre« 
tences : Then did the glorious light of the gofpel 
ihine forth, and dazzle the eyes even of thofc 
I who were thought to fee beft and furtheft. And 
I foon aftewards the apoftles opened their heavenly 
commiifion, and executed it publicly, challenging 
thofc who looked on, with all their curiofity, 
fubtlety, and.fpite, to difprove or blemiih it. 
The doftrine of the crofs fhewed itfelf bare-faced 
to all the wits and fages of both Rome and /Athens % 
and defied their doubts, and their reafonings. 
And yet, under thefe difcouraging circumftances 
ahb, it tcok root downwards^ and brought forth 
fruit upwards^ fpeedily and abundandy. A 

4th Help towards eflablrfliing any new opi- 
nions in religion is, if they be not propofed to 
men all at once, but infinuated into them only by 
inferifible fteps and degrees t and this method hath 
often made way for the belief of the moft mon- 
ftrous doftrines, and the entertainment of the 
wildcft abfurdides. Witnefs [once more] feveral 
I 2 articles 



69 The Mtracubms Jfr$lf€igtition ^kM» 91. 

articks^in- the Aom^ CatdiiOlkk Fautkr;, whk^j 
had they beca offered to the miods o/ bb^h^ t^ 
firft, m their full latitude?, had been jreiaftcd wth 
indignation aRdhoy^ror^ but being propoied at 
half vieirs amd advanced by little and Kttle, veie 
alfo gradually admitted by men, not weU a^are 
of their ntoioft import apd tendency : every &rft 
iVep into error fihoothing the way tow;)rd a £i- 
condy andfo on, till the p^age. was. vrideacd 
enough for the groflefi coatradi^Uoiis to w^x in 
at it. 

Far from this artificial method of winning b^ 
lief, was tjic religion of Jefiu : Upon its firft siji* 
.pearancc, after the dcffcent of the Holv Choft, it 
offered itfelf to the view of men, at hill lengt^^ 
and in all it« proportions. No moral pr^ept Wl|s 
referved for a more convenient time, no dod^rioe 
(no great, foundamemal doctrine) wa^ digvi^4> ' 
or concealed . The meffage it brought, it deliver- 
ed, plainly and openly^ at once ; the moft un- 
welcome prad^ical truriis, as well as thpfe, which 
were better known and received j the fublimeft 
points of faith, together with fuch as were mwe 
eafy and credible. 

The primitive apoftles did not, like tbofc of a 
latter date, the fathers of the miiCon of Chitu^ 
preach up fii'ft a glorified and then a crucified 
iSaviour 5 but bore the fcandal of the crofs wh^rc- 
foevcrand to whomfoevcrthey opened the do&rinc* 
of it 5 the /laying of Je/us, and his being h^ng^dom 
a treey AZIs v. 30. Is mentioned in one of the firft 
fcrmons of St. Peter. This (humanly fpeakiog) 
was an unlikely way of gaining profelytcs 5 and 

yet. 



Im vfit hf tfifcthear vihH b«d^ fcoen £u4 <-'*^ 

Xb€ g€^^ 0i Gk^ifiy %t iis ^«rUdi appcajw^cc, 

ly^d a^ tbe probabiU^ks in t^ wof Id atgaunft its 

S^c^i^ : fof n wstt ^psSki fc^cc of any one cf 

dM^i^ {i4ya<i^^ wbi A do. moft fignallf refioiD- 

«i«»d a 9<rw do^nfie^ aikd mt^ke i| tbrivC). |t had 

IKir ^oipAykig ten«l9f to feoih mea'a appedrcB 

aiM} pc^Qs r biit wsA aU Karih and aviftere^ k 

|iad/DQ eiicow<kgement» no prote£tioa fromtbc 

civil pQw^r I no force or cuQniqg to uphold it ; 

Vi^ HXH) of efl^iuemc and eft^tm to engage on its 

i^a. The age» whkh was pitched upon for the 

4ii<Qt^ of i^ i^as more difcerning and eqligho- 

iSntA% HKMre cufioti^and inquifltive, than, perhaps, 

«a9 ^t e}%h«r-preccfded or fcdlowed it : and 

dierefore ^ fueceft of thb do^rine could not 

be owing to men^s ignorance or fupinenefs. Fi« 

fiallyi hs proQ^uigers delivered It not out by par-i 

C4^i US is the way of cunnins and defigning 

tMnv but offered the wholeof it to be fiUoge^ 

^eir emP^ed, and compared. Neverthele% 

though prefled vrith all thefb clogs and incunii- 

l^rtncesi it fljrang forth, and made its way intp 

^ ihe Vorld, by a iWift and incredible progrcfs. 

The inferenee from hence is plain and indubi«» 

table ; That a divine power and virtue certainly 

WQnt idong with it| to fupply what was wantiiw 

fO it upon other accounts \ and that its increaie 

•muft needs have been fupematuinl/ and miracuU 

OUS : fb that, were we acquainted with nothing 

ipore, concerning the apoftles, than what the 

four Eym^cUfts have left us } were the bpok of 

their 
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their w^iffi loft, and, together with it, anacconnt 
of the wondrous effufion of the holy Spirit upoii 
them, at the day of Pentecofi ; and of the mighty 
figns and wonders, which they afterwards per- 
formed in virtue of that undUon : I fay, were we 
in the dark to all thefe tranfadtions, which de- 
clare the Chriftian religion to have been propagat- 
ed by miracle ; yet ftili every confidering man 
muft think, that the^e was fomewhat miraculous 
in it. Such an increaie from fuch beginnings % 
iuch a wonderful revolution, brought about by 
luch weak and difproportioned inftruments ; is 
itfelf a miracle, and the greateft of miracles ; and 
dothas evidently afliire us, that the preaching of 
the apoftles was in the Demonftration of the Spirit^ 
and of power ^ i Cor. ii. 4 as if we had heard 
them fpeaking ftrange tongues, ieen them healing 
the blind and lame, and reviving the dead. 

In which truth, that we may be yet further 
confirmed, let us confider (as I propofed in the 
Third place), what fliifts the enemies of the go(- 
pel makeuie of, to evade the force of thispreffing 
argument. And the utmoft that any of them 
pretend to fay, is, as follows : 'Tis true, they 
will own, chriftians multiplied very f aft, and the 
increafe of them was, in (omfi fenfe, miraculous : 
That is, it was wonderful ; aS every unufual thing 
is to tfaofe, who do not know or confider the^ 
caufesof it. But to a man, they fay, who dares 
to go out of the common road, and to think for 
himfelf, it will appear, that there was at that time 
a fett of natural caufes on foot, fufficient to ac- 
count for this effed^ without any recourie to a 

divine 
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divine and Aipernatural agent. TheapoiUes in* 
deed were twelve plain illiterate men, who had 
not, of themfelvesf force, or fkiU enough, to 
bring about fuch an event : but their natural ina« 
Ulity was fupplied by a favourable juncture, by 
an hajrpy coincidence of fuch confpiring caufes 
and accidental advanugcs, as mightUy helped oa 
the work. For example : 

The fufferings of thofe poor bigotted creatures^ 
the martyrs, made mighty impreffions upon mens 
efpedaliy upon thofe of the fame rank with the 
fufferers, the common people ; who never fail 
to take the fide of the opprefled, and to think 
thatcaufe good (let it be what it will) for the 
profeffion of which men are ufed ill,., Then the 
purity of the chriftian morals was a mighty, argu- 
ment to bring the men of probity and virtue into 
the interefts of the gofpel. And fo likewUe was 
the analogy of fome of its myftical truths, to thd 
doctrines of Plato (then in great efteem and vogue) 
a very good bait to the men of philofophy and 
karning. The diftribution of goods, whidithf 
firft chriftians made, and their living together in 
common, wa» a good reaion for many mena 
embracbig that faith which, they were fure, 
would makitaiii them. The cafual ceflatba of 
oracles was iminediately turned to the advantage 
<HF the rdigion oiChMJt^ as if that had prociiired 
. it. And die de{lru£tion of the 7^f/& State con* 
tributed greatly to the incrcafe of die Chriftian 
numbers ; becaufe it feemed to have been fore- 
told by the Fotinder of their feith : and therefore, 
luckily, coming to pais about that time, raifed im 
high opinion in mm. of his perfon and doctrine; 

and 
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and hitfitxtd diem 49 'di$i&, 4itft fus iiillS«i]abii) ^ 
dxeti tie«vv1y 4k u]^ wftsddfig&ed bf <Sod «» feo 
•cieedfe-tfit rocmi ^f thKe Jrv;^ eUa^ifl^moMi 
whkik) ftl^Mt ilbe fame ^ime^ happefiod ^ be 
polled dowti. Id i9ie me«n "Civile, die 4n4ei^ oif 
ibe ^w^M^e^etfeeleed, and i^Ie^ed 'to vnsS^ « 

unlikely to fucceedon theacGeimt'Of ltstftettoisi| 
«B^ (Anmgh 'iftifcxr coc^nivfltfyce, it was at Itft uni- 
iMrfcflly reGeived ftmong the <vu^ar fort, »aiid (te 
immbar'of ks votmnes wat grown ^ formidatfie/ 
diiat even priaced themfelv^ 'werefoccdd, h^ 
Afeir'O^ii'eafe a&dimereft, to tome into ^t, «nll 
pt^fefi It- 

Aiidtdins, fs^'thcyi feveval extreui^dfffvuymnd 
tmbeeded advamagcs concwriiig to fev^trr tli« 
growth 'of Chriftianiiy, it grtw Indeed mgMtjf 
mndprwaiUd-, as a littkriv^^SliWell^!^ asd 
l^ead iffetf wide, and ran &r, iWhen {fw0bi>i3jr 
cafoid'painS) and b^jr-m^^^BAarftitains, i4^ 
^9e'emptied<€heni^W0s at on<x iato it. Sntfcdi h 
Ae ascotiot they pi^tend to g^ ^the t^ flol 
|>rogvc*6 of our'laith, ficom ietond cat^s^ wkhotft 
«<atliiig<a firft, tto ftitvetfaeapfieairance i 

(In oppcrfittonito theie pretetK^, I wftl ihiMB, 
Ifaatitliie tanfes -heve tt^gn^, welts '^fie^ >k8fe^ 
<Seientto prodtiee dietfvent, ibrwhiidi theyai^e-t^ 
tegnfed : ra fboit peview of them^ 'Iffhink^ftwiiiB 
tkt^e^tl^ow^of^buta'fbortoiie}, ^HtsMjQi^ 
«hfy ils^onceirning it. 

l%&*MO0d'oPthb>iiMiiftyp9W»B, IfideiMl, trhatlf 
4i&Ai 'been t$f ten fbyled^ i9i« i^ed of ^te'^iurnh' 
;But*bow i ^0t, 'a^Qtaodlyi by «31ii#ilig»di^i^il>ie 

profeffion 
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profeffion of chrlftianity, at the time when thofc 
Tnartyrs fuflFered •, for nothing could have a great- 
" cr tendency to frighten and difcourage men from 
profefling the gofpcl, than to find, that they 
fhouid be perfecuted and muft die for it. This 
only is meant by that faying, and thus far it holds 
good ; that the fufferings and torments, which 
the firft chriftians underwent fo willingly and 
bravely, were a ftrpng evidence of the truth of 
that doftrine, which could infpu^e is followers 
with fo much courage, conftancy, and patience \ 
and difpofed men mightily to embrace the rc-« 
Hgion of Chrift afterwards, in better and more 
quiet times. But, before this motive could ha,ve 
any confiderable force and influence, the gofpel 
had already fpread itfelf every where : and there- 
fore nothing can well be accounted for by it, but 
the acceflion which was made to chriftianty, after 
It was fufficicntly eftablifhed ; and this, we are 
ready to confcfs, had nothing extraordinary in it, 
nor are we at present making any enquiries con« 
cernirigit, 

' The fame aniwcr Icrvcs to difprove that other 
pretended account of this increafe, drawn from 
the deftruftion of the Jewifh ftate. We allow it 
to have added to the numbers of chriftian con- 
verts, when it happened ; but it happened not 
till near forty years after the death of Chrift ; and 
by that time, chriftianity was ftrong enough of it-* 
felf, and heeded no aids. And, even when this 
event happened,, though feveral Jews promoted 
the intetefts of the gofpel, by embracing the faith^ 
yet the obftiaatc part of them, which ftood out, 
• Vol, L K did 



4id it much xiK)re bann tluo the pro&]ftes jdid it 
good. For the vQcomplying Jews were not &» 
lisfied with rejedting chriftianity themielve$ ; but 
made it their bufiaefs to render it odious^ Aiijpec* 
ted, and contemptible^ to the heajthens aIfo> in 
an the corners of the earth| to which thej wi^ffi, 
driven. 

The purity of the duiftian mor^ and the 
anfwerable lives of chriftian converts, didindeied 
^eij naturally lead men to admire and iralue the 
dooxine of Chxift i but by no means, to conve 
under the yoke of it ; for mough moft men have 
jan efteem for AxiA rules and ftrid livers ; yet few 
care to pradHfe theone^. or to imatate the other* 
And nothing, I think, could be contrived fo ef^ 
fefiual (next to the former wife motive from the 
iSbfferings of the martyrs) to detjcr men from 
.chriftianity, as to teU them, that, whei> thcf 
took it upon them, they muft rezkounce their 
d^arcft appetites and paffions, and deny their very 
felves. And I defire the men, whoraife theie 
objedions. a^ainft the divine originals of the goi^ 
pel, to tell us fairly, whether, if they had lived 
at that time, .they would have £ome in upon tthis 
princy>le? I am fiire, they would not; becauie 
It is this prmciple alone [that they muft part .witi^ 
their unkwfalfatis£a£tions and pleafures, if they 
do] which keeps them out ^of it now. Therefor^ 
neither can this be any fufEucient reafon for thf 
Ridden and wide growth of xhrtitiani^. 

The analogy of feme myftical truths in the gotti 
ttl to the define of Plato, is yet a weaker plea» 
Por this motive is calculated to touch bit verj 
£&w, ooly the phiioTopbecs jof the academip 

. gcbpoi: 
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iSchooI. And irith ftieli, it cdidd fiate no great 
wei^t, furehr; or, at leaft^ not enough to over« 
finance that icorn and contempt, with trhicfa, ox| 
other accountsj^ they treated the chriftian reUgpioii 
and ks promulga'S \ That for its ftott, nnphilo* 
fbphical way or propofing truths, without demons 
ftration or reafoning ; and thofe, for their igno^ 
ranee and the meanneft of their education^ Ac- 
cordingly, we find not that the fuUime mjftertesT 
<yf our faith made sTUy impreffion onthefe hai2gh« 
ty reafimers : St. Paul was deridol at Athens^ 
when he propofed them; nor can we certainly 
learn that any one phHofopher, of note, embrac- 
ed our religion, till it had becji for many ycary 
preached and dtfieminated, and had taken deep 
i^ot in the world. 

The cafual ceffatim of oracles (as it is called) 
^ dbout the the time of prdmulgmg the gofjpcl, WitS' 
iroi cafual, bnt the dh-eft smd genuine ctfeft of it: 
and, we own, had men underftood it to be fb 
then, and imputedfthe total fileflce of thofc oracles 
to its true caufe,fuch a perfuafion would have been 
very ufefiil towards bringing in the heathen world 
to the acknowledgment of Chrift. But we deny 
that they did at all underftaad, or allow h to be 
lb. And for a plain proof of this, we refer our- 
ftlves to that celebrated difcourfe in Plutarch^ 
about the retfons of this cefTation; where, among 
many, which that learned man affigns for it (vain 
reafons indeed, and fuch as fhew him to have 
been at a lofs for the true one !), this of the com- 
ing oiChr'ift is not mentioned or hinted at: tho^ he 
gives there fuch an account of things, that a Chrif- 
tian might eafily prove, from what he relates, that 
K 2 it 
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it was really the coming of Chrift which efifeaed 
it. But this is a point of too important and nice 
a nature to be fettled incidentally, and might well, 
deferve to be coniidered in an entire difcourfe. 

Again, neither can any probable account be 
given of this matter, from the charitable diftri'^ 
bution of their goods ^ 'which the Jirft Chriftians made. 
For, fuppofing that fome of the poorer fort might 
be tempted by this motive j yet, furely, thofc 
who had wherewithal to fuftain themfelves, and 
were eafy in their circumftances, did not come 
in upon it : It will not be faid, 1 hope, that fuch 
as made this diftribution of their goods (which 
will be found to have been no inconfiderablc 
number) came in themfelves to partake of it. Nor 
could thefe hopes have any great influence, even 
on the meaner fort ; fince there was fomething 
in the Chriftian religion, of far more force to 
frighten them, than this was to allure them; the 
ftrift rules of honefty and temperance, according 
to which they were bound to live, and the great 
calamities and pcrfecutions, which they were fure 
to undergo. 

.Ltjllyy No weight can be laid, in this cafe, on 
that contempt, which Heathen princes are faid to 
have had of the Chriftian religion, and the litdc 
care they, therefore, took to reftrain it; for it is 
fiot time, that they ftood by unconcerned at its 
growth; on the contrary, it is certain, that they 
looked upon it with a jealous eye, from its firft 
rife 5 and the early persecutions of Nero (not to 
mention thofe of Domitiatfy which were after the 
Aeiiru&iQii o{ Jerti/dlcm) fiiew, that he took great 

notice 
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notice of it^ and endeavoured to extirpate \u 
However, let the Roman emperors have been iic-^ 
ver fo regardlefs of its increafe ; yet it is certain^ 
that they did no ways countenance it ; and tiiat. 
every one, who turned Chriftiau, was iure by 
that means to forfeit the favour of his prince, and 
to be looked upon as an apoflate from the religion 
of his country. And how, even under fuch a 
preflure as this, could Chriftianity have made io 
rapid and aftonifhing a progrefs, if He, vho is" 
mightier than the mightiefl:, had not bid it no 
forth and pnfper againft all human difcourage- 
ment? Had this counfel, or this work, heenof mey^y 
it would, even without any dircft oppofition from 
the temporal power, have certainly come to nought^ 
as Gamaliel argued; but keing of Coi^ nothing 
could •ver throw it. 

I do not deny, after all, but that every one of. 
thefe particulars might, in a natural way, contil- 
bute fomewhat either to the planting or fpreading 
of the gofpel. But, I think, it is evident, fro -a 
the fliort hints 1 have fuggefted to you tjiat all 
of them together were not ablctodo the thoufandth 
part of that work which is allotted to them. And 
therefore, to refolvc this great event into a con-* 
(piracy of fecond caufes, as it is called, without 
any regard to the firft, is an abfurd and fenfclcfs 
attempt j and only fhews us, how very flrong au 
inclination and biafs there is in fome minds to- 
wards infidelity, which they can be brought to ef- 
poufe upon fo very flight grounds. 

A man, who fliould fee an acorn put into the 
earth, and perceive, in a few weeks or months, 
an oak Ihooting up from it to a prodigious height, 

and 
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«iid l^tfe'adiiig' its fei^aftelibi toah afeaimg extent^ 
lb as^ to ovfeNtop die lofticft moulitains, and cvei^ 
tb ebvcr tht whole fifeld whctc it grew ; might a^ 
n^clifay, tbrt Acrt /*^ai a ftrange confpiracy of 
liatutsd caufes) an cxtraof dinafy degr^eof warmth^ 
moifture, and fo forth, which concurred to pro- 
duce this cfifeft; as affirm*,, Aat the vaftfacccft 
of the gofpel was owing tb thofe petty principles, 
from whence fome men pi*etend to derive it. 

But it muft be granted to them, that their 
thoughts are of a piece, and that this opinion of 
theirs falls in with the reft of their fyftem. For 
then* account of the ncW creation by Jcfus Chrift; 
ii much like that which they give of the old one. 
It ^as a lucky hit of concurring caufes which 
pFopagate<d Chriftianity. And it wa^ a lucky hk 
alfo of dancing atoms, which fSrft made the 
^brld: JfcAd It is the fatrfe lucky hit;, Which ffill 
prcftnres atfd governs it too* They, wh6 cati 
bring themfelves to belietre the latter of thefe o- 
jiinions, may, confifteutly enough, bafuppofed 
to entertsfin the former : But, certainly, no other 
cVeature, but an atheift by complexion, could 
eter take up with fuch phifiil accounts of thiwgs. 

"Weil then. The Chriftiari religion, from fmall 
afid tireak beginnings, fprea;d itfelf far and wide 
atter ^ fudoen and ftrange manner ; and tliis it 
cfid, againft all probability, and contrary to ali 
the rules of fuccefs, which all other riling opini- 
ons h2Cve ever fet up with : It had no one of thofe 
great advantages, fome of which recommend c- 
v^ry new fcit, that ftands and prcvaSs : and, a$ 

for 
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iq? :iaicr^f wUlib.ihe jwit .<rf man caiiitfi|pi > 

jtbat i$ ydf^tii^qsL. hsttMknMi thetefope, tli«C 
^bis wpQ^jmw f&A fprgng uodoubiedlf ^i^ 
the immediate influence of the firft caufe,. aAuM^ 
ii^t.vli^^ an ^fLUrrar^inAry tnimncr cm the -induf- 
try, andbleffing tbe.<Qd<iayQiin, ctf the apoftlei; 
fiirring up the minds of men to attend to, and 
difpofing their hearts to embrace, the truths of 
the gofpel; in a word, accompanying all ther 
faid and did with mighty iigns and wonders, with 
the demofiftration of thefptrit and af power. 

I have fiilly confidered three of the five points, 
on which I intended to dlfcourfe \ having repre* 
fented to you, 

Firft^ The matter of faft itfelf to which thf 
prophecy of the text refers; how fwift and ftrang« 
a progrdfs the gofpel really made at and after i^ 
firft fetting out from Jerufalem : Having proved 
to you. 

Secondly y That this Aiccefs of it muft have been 
miraculous. After which I did, in the 

Thi^d f^ace, feirly lay together what I thought 
might be offered to evade the force of this argu- 
ment ; and gave the feveral objeAions their an» 
iwers. It remsuns that I fhould cpnfider 

Fourthly^ How great and how diftinguifhing 
an advantage this brings to the Chriftian inftitur 
tion ; and to what ufeful ends an^ purpofcs lh$ 
confideration pf it.oiHjf he $tpplied< an4 then, 

Uftly. 
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Ltffify^ Enquire in the time when and the man* 
ner how this miracle ceafed, and make fome fuit« 
mUe reflection upon it, with regard both to thofe 
.who lived then,' when this ftop was put to tt.e gof- 
.pel| and to us who live now in the latter ages of 
the world. 

But the handling of thefe two points muft be 
the work of a fccond difcourfe. 



PART 
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IS A I A M ]x.th 

A lAtiU onejhall become a thoufand, dnd afmdH 
one a ftrong nati$n : I the L§rd will bajien it ifi 
- hu time. 

OF the five poSnt^, ivhlch I propofed from 
thefe words to handle, three have b^eu 
confidered : I come now, in the 

Fourth place, to fhew. How gfcat and how 
diftinguifhing an advantage it is to the Chriftian 
inftitution, to have been propagated after fo 
fivift and unaccountable a manner ; to what vfe« 
fill ends 2lndpurpof€S the codiideration of it may 
be appHedi And, 

i/. This is, I fay, an advantage pcctitlaf to 
the Chriftian inftitution : For no other religion, 
ever had fo large an increafe, with fo little o^ 
human aid and affiftance ; Or prevailed in ftich a 
manner, as to make a recourie to fupernatural 
influeuceB neceilary, in order to explain the fuc« 
cefe of it. This may be coUed^edin great mcafure^ 

Vol* L L froia 
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(rpm what hath been sdready hinted, in the jpre«- 
ceeding difcourfe. However, I fhall here remme 
the reflexion, and more particularlv and folly 
evince the tmdi of it. 

Of all falfe religions^ the Mahometan came 
neareft to the Chriftiani in the fwift manner o£ 
- its propagation $ for in a finall time it oyer-ran a 
great part of the Eaftem world. But this Aiccefs, 
how extraordinarjr foever, had nothing miracu- 
kms in it % nothing, but what may eafily be ac- 
counted for, by reflefting on the circumftances 
(already intimated) with which the propagation 
of that impofture was attended,: Such as the loofe 
manners andlamentable divifidns of IheChriftians 
of that time ; the fuitablenefs of Mahcmet*s dot^ 
trine to thefeniiialinclinations.of.men, efpecially 
of thofe Eaflern people to whom it was firff.ad- 
drefled ; and the method he ufed of procuring 
iubii^iffiOxi to it, by the dint of ^le fword^ i^>^ by 
the power of perfuafion and argument. A rel^ 
gion, that gave a fuUindulgence to the ambitk>fi| 
the luft»9 and cruelty of jmnkind, could not fail 
of .gakiing profelytes ; and when a warlike and a 
iavage race of men, united by the hopes of rapiat 
i^nd fpoS^ fet upon a diflbhite, ^vided, and 
weakened enemy (as the. Ghrifttani then were) 
, the fuccefs of fuch an enterpiife was> iure, and 
cafy : and -on the fticceft o( Mkh^nefs armd the 
fuccefs of his reHgioil depended. When, by wtk 
uninterrupted courfe of vj6h>riet. he had kid the 
fbtrndatioi:^ of. the Saracen empire, it was nd 
Wondei that a neir empire (houldhe able to in^ 
troducc a n^w reHgidn; the incfeafe of the one^ 
was naturally followed tqr i&. prcqportionable ena^ 
* ^. . . largedcnt 
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largeiricntoftlicotficr} Whicl, therefore, Ifak 
had nol3ia% miraci|lous in it } obthing that rival- 
ed, or kny ways rcfcmblcd, the ftttrccfs of the 

gofpel that " $topc, which was cut out of tHe 

•< mountain, iiirithout lumds" (i. t without vifible 
caufes and inftruments, proportioned to fuch a 
work), "and brake in pieces all other kinjgdomsj" 
and at laft became itfclt ." a great mountain, and 
« filled the whole earth*** 

As to the Jewijh religion, it wiH.not admit of 
any comparifon with the Chriftiani either as to 
the manner of its firft reception, or the addition 
of converts afterwards made to it. It was given 
to the Ifraelites^ by MofeSy in the wildernefs, 
lilrhither he had led them out of the hbufc of bori- 
'<iage in their way to a land ^flowing ivitb milk and 
honey. Now (fetting afide thfe confideratipn df 
imirades, by which the J^ti;^ anci Chriftian dlf- 
]>enfations were alike confirmed) the reception of 
^he livr'bj the Ifraelites from fuch a deliverer, 
tinder whbfe conduft and command they then 
entirely were, and in a place where they had no 
•^mmiihicatibn with the reft of the world, had 
nothing in it near fo wondisrful as the firft plan- 
tation ' of the Chriftian church by means of the 
«poftles preaching. And as to the acceffion of 
Crentite-converts, after the tabernacle was fet up 
tn SfnUh \ it was too fmall and incohfidcrable, 
to give the religion of the Jews any title or pre- 
^nfion to a divine original, on that account. 

The narrow limits of the JevAfh church arc 

*htisj under the emblein of a tranfplanted vine, 

aptly reprefehted by the pfalmift <* Thou haft 

brought" (fays he) ♦* a vine out oitgypt, Thoti 

Is % haft 
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liaft caft out the he^theiXi and planted It \ Thou 
prtpai'cdft room for it, and didft caufe it to take 
deep root, and it filled the land," viz^ the land, 
of Jewry, wherein it was fet, " The hills" (i. <?. 
the hill-countrv of Judah, the furtheft point of 
Palefiine, foudhward) " were covered with the 
ihadowof it, and the boiighs thereof were like the 
ce Uars of God," on mount L^banotii in the ex- 
tremity of its northern- borders. ** She fcnt out 
her boughs in<0 the fca'* (the AUditerro^iean fca, 
her utmoff limit to the weft) ** and her branches 
to the river," Pfah l^txx, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, even as for 
eaftward as the river Eutbratesn Thus was the 
Jfiuijb church, even in its moft ample and flou- 
rifhing condiuon, flJVt up within the bounds of 
' C^naati^ and the countries adjacent: Whereas 
t\i^x. fllvjlard-feed^ the kingdom of CAr/^, thoug}i 
it were " lefs than all feeds that be in the earth, 
yet^ when it was fown, it grew up, and became 
greater than all the herbs, and ihot out great 
tranches, and the fowls Qf the air lodged in the 
branches pf it 5" Luke xiii. 19. Mark iy. 31, 3^. 
men of alt countries and all religions under heat- 
Yen flocked. to it for fhade and fhelter. 

Indeed the Mofoic law was intended for a finglc 
people only, who were to be ihut in, as it were, 
from the reft of the world, by a fence of the 
legal rites and typical ceremonies; and to be 
jcept by that means feparate and unmixed, till the 
great antitype,the Meffi^lhfi\o^^\C^ appear and break 
down this fence and lay open this inclofure, ptib- 
lifliinga religion of a more extenfive nature and 
vfe, which all mankind fliould be invited to pro- 
f cfl, and in which all would have an equalintereft. 

To 
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To thefe .different ends the law, and the gofpel, 
"wcte icverally; dcfigned i and to thcfc, therefore, 
the different arcumftaixces of their promulgation, 
and the chief parts of tlicir worfliip, were fe vcrally 
accommodated. The law was (as I faid) given in 
.the defert, to a particular people } the gofpel was 
!publi{hed in Jerufalem^ before a mixed multitude 
of various nations and languages. The miracles, 
by which the law was confirmed, were done be- 
fore the Jewi only, who alone were concerned in 
them [for as to thofe performed by Mofes in the 
fight of Pharaoh and the Egyptians^ they were 
jaot intended to authorife the law, which was not 
as yet given, but only to prove his divine mifilon 
for the temporal refcue of that people :] Where- 
as the gofpel tmiraclc^ were wrought before the 
enemies of the gofpel, in all countries ; bec^ufe 
in all couptries the gofpel was to be propagated^ 
believed, and praftifcd. The chief parts of 
the Jewifli worfhip (which confifted in facri- 
iices) were confined to a certain place, . at 
which all the males of that religion were bound, 
thrice every year, , to appear ; and that re- 
ligion, therefore, could, be intended for fuch 
only as lived at no great diftance from the Jewifh 
temple : Whereas, when the ends of the earth 
were- to be converted to Chrift, the chriftan facri- 
fice of praife and thankfgiving, and even the great 
oblation of the Euchariil, was to be perfomed e- 
very-wh^re with eqnal degrees of acceptance, 
according to the prediction of Malachi the laft 
piiophet pf the Jewifli difpenfation. " For from 
the rifing of the fun to the going down of the fame^ 
my i^ame &^Vi be great, aii^iong the gentiles j and 

ia 
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In^ery Iplace incecife ihaQibe ofiHi^ tkrito niy 
»ame» and.a tpnre oftering .; for iof name -&3Cll tfe 
^reat :a^:u>jag:tbe heathen^ faith the Lord ofHoftef 

ITie Jewijhj then, and Chrtftian irrflinwiotis, ^ 
Aey jkre widely dijSferenr in many refpeiSls, fo parti- 
cularly in this ; that the one w^, by its oHginsU 
^Apae and intention, limited as to place, perfoDs^ 
^sindtim'e: Whereas the other was <o'bediffufea 
diroughout the world, and to endnre together 
^ith it ; that is, to be, indeed^ tdiat we find it 
SM)t long after its firft ereftlon ftyled, the tathblk 
frhupch. WkereuntOy ihitdiovt,fl>dll we itken this 
kingdom rf Goi, and its martellbns increafe ? dl^ 
mfit-h what c^parifanjhdki^e x:6w^&fe it? Ltike iv; 
^. There is, indeed, ibme fabt rdeh^tbl^ince bf it 
in the prodigious fecundAtjdflfeeds ) ^ich^ ftcf 
pordingly, onr Saviour makes idfe of in(c»t^e thaii 
Once^ to iliiftrate it : but there i^mbtbing par^bel 
to it in the hiftory of all the r^Ugibiis ^hic^ti hkv^ 
fprung up and obtabed among theil> ^roiti the 
b^inning of the wbrld ttf this day: ' 

And this pectkliar advant£tg^*<>f ohrlfthrtlit;^^ i^ 
much the more remarkable, ' beC^ufe^ 

f%dly^ It was prelignifycd by t?^pc^i ttttd foretold 
by various prophecies. Alid wl^ ihfefeforei 
the event came to pitfsi, it did, as it were, pi^kit 
out its author, and declare Itfdf to fpriiig from 
him, who alone knowetk dftd oirdereth the time^ 
^d feafons, and c;alkth tlie - Aimgs th^ «u*e not^ 
as if they were. 

<yf types; the moft Jlluftrl<)us, isA ^bft woithjf 
of bur prefem conlideratidft, is ^at, which rcsi 
lates (to ihe troBder&kl kxc-reafe ^f the ffr^sa^iiei 

in 



IB JBgvfff concerning whick xk6 ftcfcd (fory* 

Speaks in very expreffive and emphatical Ismguager 

bocL L 7*. Tklty v>€i€ frmiful (fay* MnfetyanJf 

incr^afei 'abundantly ^ and^nmttiptie'fi and^axei^ 

€X€eeAng tnijg^^f akd the' land, i^asjtUtd nvitH^ 

them { ati4 &?« (Jt focms} notwithftandin^ the* 

mrts that were ufed to Icffiil their ntimbers, not- 

wkhftanding the great hardfliips and' fevVriticir 

that were laid upon Acm: For again it is fiid," 

Vif^mwri the -^^ptians affilRedt^yem^ the mpri 

they mu!tipiie(f^afid grew, vei^* 12. A livelier imagi^ 

than which there cannot be oft he thriving eflate 

of the chriftian ch^rch,nncler all the cunnfng andF 

malice 61 it heathen perfecutors. Were thc/fcccf 

©f j^htdh^m few, when they iirft came to fojourif 

ici MgypiT no more than fevcnty fouls ? Tlbd 

tKtifibe* of'the ft'ft dfeples ofY7Arj/Fi oq the Azj 

^l>eatecoft> when his gbfpcl began to be prqpa-* 

gated^ Was riot much greater. Did thc.fevenlf 

kiAgd (rf* ii^^f keep a jealous eye oyer the childi 

JOT of ifrath^ andi take all n^anner, of r^njuflb an<;f 

eruel methods to prevent their increafe? Juft fq 

£lred it with the earlieft profeffijrs of the gofpel ;' 

tfie rukrf of the world haraffed and opprcfle<l 

ttemy and-tUd what they could' tb cruflt chrifti^'^ 

aaity, in its firft lecdsj fey f^cre edJfts and pC:- 

ftald<!^9 and fubtle contrivances. Did the Ifratt" 

H&s thrive neverthclefs^ and iiiulriply exccedinglyif 

lb ste, in the fpftce of 'fottr hundjij'ed and thirsty 

years, fi*om' the time of the covenant made.with 

jhraham^ to come out otMgypt above fix huncU 

feil thouftnd^rw^, that were men from twenty 

yean did andupvfdrds^ befides wpmeu ai^d child-* 

ir^% aiad xmixtdwuHitttde^ not ranked into dif-^ 

tinft 
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tin£): tribes smd families, that were without 
bcr ? The increafe of chriftian converts w» 
inore wonderful ; and attended with this refm 
able circumftaoce of refemblance, that it ca& 
its utxnoft pitch, ne^r the fame period of 
to wit, about four hundred and thirty years 
cur Saviour had begun to preach and to 
Repent J for the kingdom of heaven is at hand* S ^ 
a ftriA correfpondence there was bct)ireen tneie 
events, that we may juftly reckon the one of them 
as defigned.to prefigure and typify the other. 
Efpccially, fince the promife made to AhrahatHf 
about the fertility of his defcendants, was fo 
worded by God, as at once to include theincreafo 
of his natural and fpiritual feed, and plainly to 
point out that accefs of converts from all nations 
to the church which fliould happen in the days 
of the Mcffiah. In hleffing 1 will blefs ihee^ faici 
God, and in maltiplying I will multiply thy feed^ 
iii the Jlars of the heaven^ and as the fund which it 
npon thefea-fbore. And in thy feed (i. e. in Chnft^ 
tilie promifed {ttd)fball all the nations qfthe earth 
he buffed* God begins, we f^e, with the aflfarancc 
of a temporal blefEng, a numerous off-fpring, ac- 
cording to the flefli, and ends with the future en- 
largement of the fpiritual kingdom of Chrifti 
the former pf ^cfe being indeed a figure only, of 
myftical emblem, of the latter, to which this di- 
vine promife chiefly referred, and in which it was 
finallv and fully accomplifhcd. GaL iii. 8. *• For 
the fcripture, for^feeing that God would juflify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gofpel unto Abraham^ faying. In thee fhall all na- 
tions bcblciled. The fame pron^e was aftewardf 

exprefsly 
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exfHrefsly renewed to Ifaae^ and Jacoi^ but t6 float 
other of the fuccecdiag patriarchs: Geo. xxvL 4« 
Aad from thefe alone, therefore, God took his 
.title, and vouchfafed to be called the God of 
Abraham^ Ifam:^ and J^A ; becaufe to thefe a« 
lone he had made the promife of that feed^ in 
ivhomti^i tht nations oftbe Mrthjbauld ke hleffei^ 
by being ingrafted intx> his church, and becoming 
the fubje^ of his fpiritual kingdom. 
. Many predictions of the fame kind are to be 
met with in the Pfahns^ and the Frophets\ parti** 
cularly in Jpiah \ his Ixth chapter is nothing el& 
♦but a defcriptiop of the glorious ftate of the Chri£> 
tian church, upon the abundant accefs of the 
Gentiles: And he clofes that prophecy, as we 
have heard, with the text, which in few words 
comprifes the fmall appearance the gofpel fhould 
Tnake at iirft, the vaft increafe it fhould afterwards 
receive, and the fpecdy manner in which it Ihould 
take place: A little mejball become a thoufandy and 
a /mall one a great nation : I the Lord will hajien 
it in His time : In the MeJJiaVz time this great 
event (hall come to pafs ; and, when it begins, it 
ihall be haftened\ it (hall proceed with an aftonifh*- 
ing and irrefiftible fwiftnefs, until it be fulfilled* 
. If then the vidlorious progr efs of the Chriftiaa 
£iith be in itfelf a fufficient evidence of its divine 
original; that argument mud needs be fomewhat 
heightened and improved, by confidering, that 
the fpirlt of prophecj had long before fignifyed 
and promifed this fuccefs : For from the fame 
fpirit, from which the prophecy came, the com- 
pletion of it afterwards proceeded. I add, 

3^/j/, That the ad vantage. peculiar in thb refpcft 
:, Vol. I. ' M to 
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no Chriftitoitjy doth fircMai bcnce aUb appear, in 
that the wondrous fuccefs of the gofpel con&rxoa 
the truth of thofe mirades, by which it is iaid.to 
ihave been plantedy audioes the account of them 
^firom all poffible fufpiciooof miftake^or impofture* 

The only way that ixxfUtelity hath left to efcape 
the Ibrce of the argument drawn from miracles^ 
jt, by denying the truth of the h£ki. How un« 
reafonable and abfurd a plea this is, may be ihewQ 
omany ways^ particularly from hence : That they^ 
who deny the credibility of the gofpel-miraclo^ 
snuft allow fi>me-what elfe altogether as incredi^ 
4ble ; to wit, that the gofpel was propagated into 
all the regions^and fubdued all the religions of the 
!Woiid, without miracles, which, conuderingthe 
meannefi and incompetency of the inftruments 
ithat wrought this cSe&^ is itfelf a miracle^ and 
idle greateft of miracles *• 

In vain, therefore, do fome men rejeA the 
account of the miracles done by the sqpoftles, if 
ahey admit (and they cannot but admit) the ac* 
jBOimt of the extenfive and fwift propagation of 
jthe gofpel by the apoftles means ; for the one of 
^thefe accounts evidently confirms and eftablifhet 
4he other* The very exiftence of the world Is « 
iproof, that it was at firft miraculoufly created $ 
quad fo even the exiftence of the Chriftian re%ioa 
:(as at prcfent fpread and pro£efled in the world) 

* TtoCt >< /K« rvAtim tmm, rrnSmi iufu» nPMvv^i « hnm/itt Wp 

jChryf. in 1 Cor. ctp. i. .Ot«cv h»yt»ifi»i ymc^at ntauit iMf«* 

0j^fuuavt rnv otxvfAtvw 'trgoeigtiftuv awtto'aii^ vm ^mi%nm t^9f^o9 
^ dtyiBLfAimfivmif^iiirtn ftAMsfifiwmv* td* ia A6l cap. i* 



ka proofs tibatit wat at fgftin irAc ii h w fl y pltetoA. 
For the fecond creation hf Jdfiu Chrifif can no 
more be aecounted for bjr natural caufes tban the, 
firft ; and carries in it as eindcsit nacks and vai^ 
preffions of an omn^xitent poorer* 

Now this if ftidi a proof of die roJitjrof the 
apofties miraclesi a$ is; vaating to diofe vrought 
for the eftablifhmenr of the law of Mofes % the 
authority of whkh ftaads fbleljr oo the authority 
of external teftSnony, and the tradjoonaL belidT 
ef the Jewiih nation \ but we have oao internal 
evidence of theh* truth from the nature and rea^ 
ion of the event. This way of proof is particular 
to the goipeUmiracIes ^ the account of which 
comes to us, not merely as matter of hiftorical 
truth) boft at in itfeUF demoaftrattve^ certain ^ 
becaufe miracks were ueceflary towards diiuiing. 
die gsifptl in tbu fpeedy and. efibAud manner, 
wherein it is coakSEtA to hame been props^atedw 
Andy where an end cannot be obtained, wkhout 
pardtular mean% the vifible accoo^ifliment o£ 
the end is aibre proof that thole means muft have 
been eniptoyed, which were necef&ry towardi 
attcainki^ ic. T^ Jew^A^ woHhip might poftblf 
have been ereAed by Mofis in Canaan^ though faa 
Irad wrought na one miracle to confirm ic. The 
Chriftian frith could not poffiblybavctaken place 
in all the world, unk^ miracles had made w^yr 
for it : And the truth, therefore, of die goipeU 
miracles, is doubly certain to us, both from the 
authority of teftimcMOfy, and from the reafon of 
(he thing ; which gives a mighty advantage tm 
them over diofe of .M^x, and cats off all poffibla 
M 2 occafions 
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occafions and pretences of dtftruft^ &om the in* 
fidel and the gainfayer. 

Thus much to fhewj ** How great and how 
'' didinguiihing an advantage it is to the Chrifliaa 
** inftitution, to have been propagated after fo 
*' fwifc aiid unaccountable a manner^ as we (find 
** it was." It remains,, that I fhould fhew like- 
wife^ 

^ To 'what ufeful ends and purpo£bs this con- 
iideration may. be appHed*'*, 

Three things there aiic, , which we may plainly 
learn from it. For it enables us to give a clear 
account, 

1. Why the dcftruAion of Jervfalem and the 
vttcr extermination of the Jews was delayed till 
forty- years after the deaA of our .Saviour, 
. a. Why miracles ceafcd fo foon in the Chriftian 
church, . >^hen they were condnued fo long in that 
of the JeviSj even .fo long at kaft as tbdr fifft 
temple laffcd. 

. 3, Why Qod did not fufier human learning, 
or the civil power, to come in to the fupport of 
Chriftianitgr; the one, till above a hundred, the 
mher till three hundred, years after our Saviour. 
And, 

' i; We may fatisfy ourfdvcs, why the deftruc^ 
tion of Jerufaiem^ and the utter extermination bf 
th^ Jewtjh ftate, was delayed till forty years after 
the death of Chrift* 

One would think that the Jews had completely 
filled up the meafure of their iniquities, when 
they fpilt the blood of Chrifii and made themfelves 
In the moft folcm manner anfwerable for the guilt 
#f it \ and that they wore even then grown ripe 

for 
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for divine vengicance. But out Saviour having 
prayed on the crofs for his murtherers, the merit 
of that blood which they ipih prevailed with God 
to refpite their pnnifhmcnt for fome time, and to 
leave them ftill further room for repentance. The 
apoftles, therefore, by an exprefs order of our 
Lord, as an ancient tradition informs us, tarried 
in Judea^ and the neighbouring countries, twelve 
years after his afcent \ preaching the gofpti of rem 
eanciiiation to the Jews, and exhorting them to 
** rq)ent, and be baptized, every one of ihem^ 
m the name of Jefus, for the remii&on of their 
fins :" Particularly of that great fin they had com- 
mitted in " crucifying the Lord of life ;" which, is 
mentioned, not only in the Jirfi; but In all the 
leveral fermons preached to them by St. Peter^ 
St.' Stephen f and St. Paul, whereof an account is 
prefei*ved to us in the /^eis of the ^poftles. Thefc 
applications proving fruitlefs, and the twelve years 
expiring, God commanded the difciples to exe- 
cute their conunifiion in its utmoil extent, and to 
go " teach and baptize all nations," that the faith 
of the GentUes might be a reproach to the Jewijb 
infidelity. And fo indeed it was. . For nothing 
could better ittuftrate the infinite goodnefs of God, 
and the incorrigible perverfenefs of that people, 
than to obferve, that the reft of the world fiock- 
ed in to the obedience of Chrift^ as foon as the 
apoftles eredled the ftandard of the crofs, while 
the Jeivs ftill ftood out obftinate and impenitent: 
The reft of the world; I fay, who had neither fo 
immediate an intereft in the Mejfiah as they, nor 
were fo capable of difcerning his charadcr, and 
the 4ime of his coming ; nor had any (hare in the 

guilt 
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Miflt of ffSBSaig Us blood, which migbi excifst 
mem the more eagerly to lay hoM of the gofpeU 
pardon; Within lefs than thirty yesurs, after ths 
llp€>Aksfet oat from Jewry, they made pfbfelytet 
•very where ; Theii^ found 'ment into ail the emrth^ 
MndtMf words nntotheendsaft^eiuortd^ Rom. x. 18; 
And iiow, therefore, God's mercy to th« feed of 
jtbpe^ham being manifiefied in the mioft confpicuotM 
tftanner, and their infideiity being heightened \sf 
A poffible ekcumftances of aggravation, he in« 
fltAed the ientence of excifion, which he had be« 
Ibre pronounced ; but which could not be exe* 
cUted, tiU the church of the Gentiles, which was 
to fucceed that of the Jews, had taken fufficient 
foot in|the world. Gen. xix.22. H^jtethee (faid thtf 
ddbroying angd to> Lot)^ tfif*p9 to Zoorv /^r lean^ 
f^tdt^any thing{ue. cannot execuDeniycommiflioxi 
ftgainft Sodoffi] tilithouh^ comethithef. And, in Iflttf 
i^anner, may the fpirit (kern to hate quick«» 
d^d the induftry of the apoftlet, by faiylng^ 
<« Hafte ye, fpread the doftrine of Chfifl everj^ 
^ where; for, fiii thstt be done, I cannot pouif 
^out my ftiry on Jerufelem." Thus> had oui^ 
Xiord hiniielf, a little before his-pt^on, dleclai^ed^ 
<^ This goipel of the kingdom {hall be in^ached 
iii aQ the world, for a witnds unto alt national 
and then ^all the end conie;'' Matt, xxiv. 14; 
that IS, the end of the Jewifli poKty, and of t&9 
^hol'c Mofaic difpenfation. A 

2(i Thing, we may learn from the iwift ttixftantat 
In which the gofpel was propagated, is^ to give 
^^rfelves from thence an account, why mu*acle« 
teaied fo foon in the chriAian ch&rch^ when thef 

wef# 



«ere comnmedfc long in thatof die Jews^ ercii 
as long at leaA as their £rft cempleibood. 

The great ufe of mirades was« to eoofim the 
truth ai^ promote fbe recepdoo of the {ofpel^ 
«t its firft ietting out. Tbat ufe <esEfiagj Miracles 
Ucewife ceafed ; bong gradually, and, ia about 
ma age after the afceat of €hn^^ aknoft totaUr 
withdrawn. Fcm* what St. P^ fays expretfly oF 
TongueS) holds equally true of all other fupema* 
toral gifts and powers, indulged to the firft pr»- 
mulgers of Chnftianity ; they were Signs f th^ 
wSc hfHtV€d nor, npt U thft vfho keUevid. 
/ Indet^d, fince the J^wyb difpenfaiion had Te» 
received its authority entirely from miracles, ll 
could not, without more and greater miracle^ 
be aboUihed. Since the kingdom of Satan, and 
&e idolatrous worfhip of the heathen gods, had 
been erefied upon falfe and lying wonders, true 
0nes were neceflary to Overthrow it. But, as foofli 
SM the crofe of C7^rr^ had every where triumph^, 
td in fome meafure over Judaim and Pigga^^mi 
diere was no need of a continued feriesofrntracleSi 
to complete the conqueft, ^r to confirm the faith 
of thofe who embraced Chriftianity. The mani« 
left reafonablenefs and excellence of its pr^ecepts^ 
weieof themfelves fufficient to make it flouri(h ftiSl 
snore and more, isnd baffle all remaining oppofi* 
tion. Efpecially, fioce thofe, who were to liM« 
at die jreateft diftance from the miraeles done in 
the infency of thegofpel, might be as clearly fttis* 
fied of the truth oif them, as H they themfelvol 
had aAuallyfeen; them) partly £rom the eviange^ 
fical writings received early in aU Chriflian 
churches s and^ \pardyi -Irom ^ lasidbn and 

nature 
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nature of the thing itfelf i it being (as I have aU 
ready (hewn) altogether impoffible, that, withouc 
miracles, fuch a degree of fuccefs fhould : have 
attended the firft preachers of the gofpel. 

liut now, as to the law of Mofes^ the cafe was 
quite otherwife : For, though it was uihered ia 
by miracles, yet thofe miracles, being performed 
in the defart, without any witnefles but what were 
of that nation ; and before a race of men that 
were extinct, ere the Jewi/h worlhip was ereAed 
in Canaan \ and the account of thofe miracles be^ 
ing contained in a book, which was all along kept 
iecret from the reft of the world ; infidelity found 
fome room, or colour to fufpe£l the truth of 
them : Nor could it neceffarily be inferred from 
that degree of fuccefs which the Jewfb religioa 
met with,that it muft have fprung originally from 
miracles. The whole of that religion confifted in 
ceremonious rites and obfervanccs, which had 
so intriniic goodnefs in them, nor any clear mark^ 
or characters upon them of that divine authority 
ky which they were comanded. Their typicsd 
ufe and reference was little known to the Jews 
themfelves,and could belefs difcemed by thofe who 
"vrtvtftrang* rs tothe covenant efpromi/es. In aword^ 
the lawof Mofes, as diftingufhed from all other reli« 
gious inftitutions, had nothing in the frame and 
deiign of it, apt either to recommend it to its profeiEt 
ors, or to invite profclytes. During fuch a ceremo* 
nious ftate, it might be requifite for God, by fre- 
quent mapifeftations qi his divine power and pre-* 
fence, to keep that backiliding people within the 
bounds of their duty, and pro^yre reverence to 
|be;Worihip which hc.had fet up, frofn the idoLi- 

trous 
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trous nations around them i It might be requiiitCf 
I fay, that he iliould^ at fit intel'vals^ own him** 
felf to be the author of their religion, and do 
new miracles, to keep up the credit and mfluenca 
of the old ones. Miracles^ therefore, continued 
in that church for many ajges after its firft ef ec-» 
tk>n : For, befides thofe which their feveral pro^ 
phets Occaiionaliy wrought, the immediate ap- 
perailce of Cod in the ^echinah, or cloud oi 
glory, and his anfwers by Lfridi and Thummimj 
trcre familiar, while the tabernacle and £rft tem'« 
pie lafted ; and even ptianj o^ their laws (for in« 
ftance, the law of Jealounr, thofe for the atten« 
dance of the Jews at their three great feftivals, 
and for tlleir reiling in the Sabbatic year) were ib 
contrived) aS to be demonftrative proofs of the 
Immediate interpoiition of God in the affairs o£ 
that people. With g€K)d rcafon, therefore, wai 
d long fucceiHon of miracles indulged under tha€ 
dirpenfatibn : Not fo under the eofpel \ which^ 
after it was fuMciently eftablifhed, needed not 
bew figns and wonders, to preferve or promote 
the belief of it \ its original fuccefs being, as it 
^ere, a perpetual ftandmg miraclei of fufficlenc 
force to evince its divine extraftion, from the 
beginning of chriftiani;y to the end of it« A 

3^ Ufc, which) 1 thoujght, might be made of 
thd miraculous manner or propogating the gofpel^ 
was,, to give oxirfelves from thence an account^ 
'Why God did not fuSer human learning^ or the 
dvil power, to come in to the fupport or it ; the 
jOnjC till rat leaft an hundred, the other till three 
iiu^drea, years after our Saviour4 The defign 
of this pai t of the divine conduct Teems' to have 

Vol* L KT been, 



been, diat the eftabHfiiment of tmt faith mr^t. 
tppczt mamfcftly to be the immediate work 06 
Keaven, ai\d not oiving to humaii means, or zny 
fttf of nattiral canfcs. Thd apoftlesf thenifelvcr 
^nfefi (antf glory iii cbnfefficig) that, a^ thef , 
fr^tcVtd the doftrine of ChrW itt the moft fimpld, 
irtlefs manner; not^th ** Excellency of fpieech,'' 
6r «* the enticing urords of man's wifdoiri ;** (b^ 
Ac firft converts, whom Aeir labour* brought* 
ever- to the faith. Were generally mean peffonv 
6f no acqiliired knowledge, no rank, noeducati* 
6ti. For, • Not many wife men after the Ac&^ 
•• not many mighty, not many noble, were called i 
<* but God chofe the foolifli things of the world, 
^' to confound the Wife ; and the weak thingi of 
^ the world, to confound the Aings which Werrf 
^ mighty 5 and the bafe tMhgs of the world anrf 
f* the things which were defpifed did he chufe i 
•* TOt, and the things which were not^ (fuch is thtf 
leflcning phrafe of St. Paul) " to bring to ^Ou^t 
«< the things which Were,*' i Cor. 1. 26,^7, 2S. Thi 
ftafon of which choice is piafinly fet down in th4 
^ following words : "That no flefli might glory in hii 
yrcfence :** He would have no rivals, no (harers id 
the j?.lory of this event; and, therefore, produ^red 
h in fuch a manner, and by fuch uhprofiortioiied 
means, as td make h irapdffibiei for confid^ring 
men to miftake the true author ; (b, as that ad^ 
who looked on, fhoilld ht ready to cry out, ••Tliig 
<• is thy hand, and thou, liord, haft dbne it^* 
J^ftl. cix. 27. . 

Indeed h wa^, dn mart accounts than on^, 
tequifite, that human learning flioutd not he 
luloiitted into tkt Chtiftiaon cUtutb, till it wis 

iuflStidmly 



iUffiqiemlf ipnea4 aad fetde4» Vor» ihonih Ac 
uie of Ic^iramg might, from die begioning, have 
been greati in order to con^iidd ibe yain fof 
phiftry, and wild f^|ieFftidoa pf the ^^r^^ib, ami 
to vindicate the do<£trJQe of Chrift agaiuft all their 
objeAions : yet great inconveniencioi dig^ alfo 
have redounded to the faith hy the meai^s of it. 
For itjmuft be confejKd, that, when pbtlofopher^ 
in after-times embiaced onrivligionf they blendt- 
cd it often with the pecviliarnotiony of thole fedls 
in which they had been educated, and by that 
means corrupted the purity ^nd iimpliclty of the 
Chriftian doctrine. Had this happened from the 
l^eginning, fuch an early mixture of philofbphy 
with Chriftianity would have bid fair for an uni- 
iB&c£i^ Tec&pt\GQ 10 fucceeding ages. But the 
gofpel being £rft^ fqr an age and more, purely 
jand fimply pro^fled, there was no great danger 
^.4t$ ili^ring li^om the fubtleties and refinements 
.of philofopby afterwards } becaufe every Cbriftian 
was then a^e to compare them with, and try them 
^y, the .^lam primitive rule of faith, received till 
that time in all churches $ and might iecurely 
jciejeAor adpfut theim, tipon inch a comparifon. 

For thefe reaibns, the learned and wife of this 
world feem to have been overlooked by God in 
the firft plantation of the gofpel ; that neither its 
ifucceis might be imputed to dieir fkill anc' ailiil* 
lince, nor Jts doftrine run the rifque of being 
blended early with their particular opinions. 
However, ftill we may obfervc, that the admiffion 
of learniDg was long before the admiifion of the 
civil power ; becaufe the former, having lefe force 
and influence i^an the latter towards procuring 
N a the 
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theeftabKfhinentof the gofpeli was, confequentlyy 
Jcfs liable to be fulpcAcd as the catife of it. Let 
xnc add alfo, that, as the powers of this world 
TTOuld have been mightier inilruments of advanc- 
ing Chriftianityi than human learning conld be, 
fo would they have been more able and more 
likely to corrupt it, and enervate the force of it ; 
as we findi that, not long after their coming in- 
to the Chriftian church, they a Aually did : And 
therefore, on this account likewife, was their ad- 
xniffion longer poftponcd. For near three hun- 
dred years after Chrifl, no Roman emperor em- 
braced the faith 5 though they were (fevcral of 
them) men of great mbral virtues, and ntt fttr 
jrrm the kingdom tfCod^ as to their perfonal qua- 
lifications and charafters. fiuch, particularly, 
were Vefpafian^ TituSf Trajan^ Adrian^, and the 
two Antonines. Yet k pkafed the divine Provi- 
dence, that even thefe good emperors, inftead of 
embracing the Chriftian faith, fhould difcourage 
and perfecute it ; that fo the kingdom of Chrtft^ 
which was not of this woridf might not be beholden 
to any of the kingdoms of this world for its efhi- 
blifhment; but fpread and fix itfelf every where, 
pot only without the aid of princes, but againft 
their will ; in fpite of their fierceft oppofition; 
nay, even by the means of it. " The kings of 
»* the ^arih, and the rulers took counfel together 
♦* ac;ainft the Lord, and/ againft his Anointed. 
»* He that fat in the heavens laughed them to 
^^.fcorn, the hard had them in derifion. He fet 
^* his King upon his holy hill of Sion,** firft ; and 
then, " gave him the heathen for his inheritance, 
^^ ^d the uuermoft parts of the earth for his 

" poffcffion," 
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" poffeffion.'* Pf. ii. i. 4, 6, 8. Herod and Pon^ 
tius Piiate began this oppofition (for thus hath 
St. Peter exprcfly applied the prophecy, A&s iv. 
17.) and the Rman ertiperors, till Corifijntinef 
continued it. Neverthelcfs, the word of God 
went on, conquering to conquer; till it had Tub- 
dued even thefc fubduers of the world to the obe- 
dience of the faith, and brought them to f^/? /AWr 
crowns before the throne of the lamb,Rev. iv. 1 o. and 
to acknowledge, that •• The foolifhnefs of God is 
•wifer than men, and the weaknefs of God is ftronger 
than men,** i Cor, i. 15. even than the ftrongeft 
and the higheft among the fons of men. Thcire 
Tvas then a ChrifHan church, long before there 
were any Chriflian princes ; She did not grow up 
Tinder their fhadow, but received them into her 
bofom : And, as ihe iubfifted for feveral centu- 
ries, ere the civil power came in to her, fo will 
fhc endure for endlefs ages, when the civil power 
fliall be no more ; and even now, when Qic re- 
ceives protection and encouragement from it, yet 
is (he, in all the chief functions and operations of 
the minifters of her fpiritual kingdom, independ- 
ent upon it. Thus did God order things, on 
purpofe, that the diftinftion of tKefe feveral fbci- 
eties, o^ces, and powers, might be evident ; and 
perpetually, without encroachment or confufion, 
preicrved: Andy iet no man join together what 
God h^th thus put a/under!- It remains that I 
ihould, nnder my 

Fifth and laft general head, briefly inquire into 
the time when, and the manner how, this mira- 
cle ceafed, and make fuitable reflexions upon 
it, with regard both to thofe who lived then, 

whea^ 
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wl>^n thi^ ch£ck ;^a8 givpn to fhe g9fy^p ^uvl 
to JUS wlio live ;»ov, to tUe h%W ?ige^ of t^e 
ir.orld. 

The phin ^fwer to die enquiiy proppfed^ j^, 
;diat the giirs^cle qcafed, when the ciyil .power be- 
gan to declare openly in behalf of Chriftianiiy i 
that isj foon after Ccfiftanffm^^wc^e to the throne. 
Tor it was no longer a wonder^ th^t our religioi;i 
Should thrive and flourifli, when, inftead of bitteir 
^erfecutions, it met widi all manjier of ejoicourager 
xiients. For a centyrv after CQ-Jlaniine^ and upr 
^ards^ the number of chriftis^S multiplied exceedr 
^gly in all t|ic parts of the world in which it hiad 
already been planted, aqd to which the empire 
of the Romans f or their influence, did exteo4. 
Tqr a^boye a century after that, Chriftianity feems 
to have been at a ftand \ neither gaining mucb 
ground,, nor lofing much, ui^eft wty ija the livc> 
of its lukewarm profeflbrfi. But then It decline^ 
apace every dav ; difl^nfipns s^mong Chriftian^ 
grew hot, and their zcjd &r religion waxed cold. 
The great honours and endowo^c^ts, which reli'» 
^ous princes had beftowed on the church, did too 
often occafion ambition and luxuiy in t^ofe whp 
contended for them, or poflcffed them. In 4 
jvordj all the vices of profperity abounded, to-- 
gethei' with the advantages of it :. So that the namjc 
pf Chriftianity was no lo^iger venerable in the 
eyes of men ; and its holy do<^rine, not produc* 
ing an anfwerable fanftity of life, made .no further 
j[mprcjP3ons upon them. This.unhapiwopportujni- 
ty Mahomet laid hold of, to fct up his religion .| 
\vhich, being (as Ihavefaid) ftuted to the volup<« 
tous manners of the eaft, diid fccunded by the 

power 
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p6ii^er of th6 fWord, iriade \it^ infdxd^ itkt6 
C?triftefid6tii, artrf toi^c away erttite pi'ovinees at 
oftca frottt <hef p'rofcfllon cif ther gofptl Sitic^ tliai 
tihc, CHriftiafiiey feehis t6 have been ilmoft iH a' 
c6Atiriual decay : **"fhe Kecfge'i of this Viiieyard 
of God being broken dtfWnv aiB theV that Wdrit 
by, t^iickcd 6ff her grapes : Tie' v^ild-boaf of the* 
wood did root it up, aricf rfie' <eild feeaff out o*f 
tiic field did rfevour it ; Pf. Ixxx.ii, /j. titf a di^- 
<f6Veryof foitoetiAkndwnj)af ts6f the worii openecf* " 
£rie#v;^aL^for'ehfargingthebotihds6fChrift*5king- 
dbtn. i^he ieal of fome devout irien (though mixed 
bftctt with private i rt^e^eft^ and delignsj ftii'red then* ' 
tip to make ufe 6f this advantage, and to pXiblifti 
the gpfp^l of CktiO: irf the reit\6tc& cprh'ert of tte 
eaii, whither, iris- f)i'obabfe, hon'a of the apofflet 
c^cr eaiiii^. There alto Chrifttariitj (ac corrupf 
ind ibpedtftious Chriftiariity ) h^h gotten footing. 
fipv^ fang it tcizf contintie, and! How far it maj^ 
advance, h known to hiih alone, ivio hath defers 
mined the tinles Before appbiritedy to rcligfohs ii 
tvetl ^ nations, and the founds] of theif' hahiidficfn^ 
Afts xvii. 26. I ffeall hot prefume to dncfuire intd" 
k 5 biit /haft faife an ufefiil reflexion or two frbni 
what hatii beta obfeihred on this feead, and, with il 
Aoft application of it to our leaves, fliatt conclude 
fliis difcOtiWe, 

The hnpcrfcft propagation of the gospel, and 
die pcvnktito of Mah^mef^ ^ ov^ k^ 2(te f^md 

oi 

* KnlH dtiqiimi grnti tank htt regaatsm f nit^ iin|tfe ttak 
bmrt tempet-tsi^atW ttDquain tbt rcgn*. tot regiMcr, fvAijv^ 
^BOB miiai. Ino'edibtlr di&Ui ▼eriiGmatir tameo eft, o^tifita 
mu non siMko ptnrivh^ aano^m fpaHp^ f ASjagarinut im^ et 
PiaboUco MuimnudU Impcrio acqaiUveniot, Palsftinam^ 

Syriam,, 
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of the darkeft Iccrets of divine providence. Bui 
the cauies that contributed to produce this great 
revolution are manifeft :' They were plainly the 
vict^s and difcords of the Chriftians of thofc 
times, that gave the enemies of our faith courage 
to atack it, put weapons into theirhands, and fur« 
nifhed them with all manner of advantages againfi 
it. Chrift came into the world or purpofe to fub-. 
due the power, and deftroy the kingdom, of 
Satan. He difplayed the Banner of his crofs, and 
iummoned all nations to repair to it ; whoaccor- 
dingly obeyed the fignal. But while the extremeft 
parts of the earth were meditating a fubmifnon, 
while his greateft enemies were haftening to put 
their necks under his feet, a flop was put to tneii^ 
intentions and his triumphs, by the mutinies and 
defertions of his own foldiers. Who can fufBci- 
€ntly deplore the guilt, and deteft the ill influence 
of thofc vices, which cut offfo many kingdoms 
at once from the empire of Chr\ft ? not only ar- 
refled his doArine in its full courfe, and faid td 
it. Either Jbalt theu comey and no farther t but 
made the fun of righteoufnefs go backward^ as it 
were, ten degrees^ and leave many countries under 
grofs darknefs, which had once been enlightened 
with the faving truths of the gofpel ? Certainly, 
fpiritual fadion and pride, and uncharitable 

, breaches 

Syria m, Arm^iain ntrainqiije, tptam fesnne Afiam wAaott^^ 
Pcrfiam, Indiam, ^cgypttiiii, Numidiam, Barl>ariain Warn. 
td nigrum ufque fluvium, Lafitanian, ijxfpaniao* Kequi hie 
ftetit illomm fortnna ant aml^tfo, ' donee et Itaiie tnagnam 
•queque partem adjecerint, ad portu vlqvc nrbis Roots ; <V^^^ 
setiam SicilUm« Candiam, Cyprum^ ct reliqoa»inartt Medker* 
nmei iofulas. Mtdt^ Cvmrn^ Af$$. Ub, Ui. Ttfba |. p. «•*' 



(icitBr. IT. 9f th Gtifpel tO| 

breaches of chriftian unity and peace, ar« not 
iuch flight offences as fome men are willing to 
think them ; fince it was owing in great ineafur<t 
to thefe, that the univerf^l reign of Cbrift upoii 
earth was then hindered, and the accompliihineiit 
of the prophecies in that refpe^l deferred to 
diftant ages. 

Many princes iince, indifcreetly pious, havd 
tnade attempts to regain the ground, Chriftianity 
loft, by the force of their arms, and to plant the 
iaitli anew in thofe places^ where it once had 
pofTeflion, by the points ox their fwords* But 
(alas!) that great work is to be accomplifhed, not 
by fudb Holy Wars as thefe; but by conflidts of 
another kind, which we muft maintain with our 
own corrupt habits and vicious inclinations ; not ' 
by foreign ac'quifltions, but domeftic l^idloriet' 
o^tt thofe impieties of Chriftians, which gave tho 
^reat enemy of our faith his firft advantages %^ 
gainft it; For though the kingdom of heaven fufi^f 
violence^ and the violent take it iy forte g. Matth. 
;jLi. 1 2. yet the weapons c/cUr war/are are notcamaL 
hut fpiritualj 2 Cor. x- 4. When the convexiions ol 
thofe th^t name tlie name of Chrijl^ become agree« 
able to the purity of his do(£b*ine; when the.divU 
iloos of Chrijiemiom yiVQ healed, and the prdfdT. > a 
of our holy faith live together c^crj where Ukd 
men of one mind id one houfe ) tnen (hall tho 
fcepter of Cht jfi's kingdom extend itfelf to all thd 
.unconverted parts of the earth, arid not fooner* 

That God, ere the day pf final doom, will 
taring this about, the fcripture feems to fay 1 but 
Jof the particular tim^, at which he will cffcJ(S k* 
ive know no more^ than of that^ in which he will 

Vol- I. O como 
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coiric to jhd^ent ^Ito^cver, let tis dl, ks far a& 
Ees ia our p6wer,con<nbute to'i^is great eyent,anA 
firepare tKc way for tt. Nqiie of us,- I think, ark 
flow obliged to enter lii^n the Miffion, and fk^ 
crffice b^^f lives, |h* order to fpread the gofpcl a* 
feong Mahomitans and fieMens : I Hiy, None of 
us, 1 think, are obliged to it, as not being anneA 
Witt! the pbwcr iof Mirstdes, reqtiifite for Juch an 
^ttcfmpt. - However, without hazarding otirlive^ 
fniich may be done by u»,bdthat home and abroadw 
towards encouraging ahd promoting (o good i 
work. And let vi not blaine, much lefs deride*^ 
Ihofegood men (though o^ another communion^ 
whofe hbhi^ft zeal hath caEnied them yet further* 
Let tis rather mention with honour the names of 
Ms 'many of thcin, as we can reafonably Aippof^ 
tbhave b^en led into diis dejGgh by fincere motivei 
iyf advancing the glory of God, apd the Stlvatioi^ 
tif Ibuls, wMbout aiming at by-etids, or any tern* 
][x)ral advantages ; and let us wifh, that die re* 
^rmation hadiiot undergone }uft reproaches for 
jits backwardnefs to promote fo glorious an enterw 
prife: an omffion, not eafily to be excuf^iii 
fuch Protcftant nations, as liave'^eady enlarged 
their 'tra£fick and wealth by the productions oF 
Ihglfe countries, wherein many ppw ignorant fal 
vages dwell, who want Only 'to be haftruftcd \ii 
the laving knowledge of Chrtft^ in order to ethbrace 
it. 'But, hovi JUail they believe in Him of 'Oibm 
they have not iteard ? andhorwJhaH they hear^ Vfith^ 
mit a preacher F Rom. x. 14. It might juftly b^ 
feipcifici, that tlioje, who had been partakers ^ 
fhe carnal things of tbcfe Gentiles^ fhould have 
mnrftredunto'them inf^irkual things ; that, aftcf 
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enriching themielvet by the fpoib of thofc pro* 
vinccs (which I know not what right they had td 
invade and conquer)' they fhould at leaft have 
made that charitable return of planting the gofpel 
among them \ a work of greater importance and 
iervice to the public than all their other Planu- 
tions. 

But this is a reflexion, in which, perhaps ftw^ 
if any, that hear me, are concerned To con« 
elude therefore I Let every one of us, in our fe- 
veral places and ftations, do our bed to promote 
the kingdom of Chrkjt within us, by promoting 
the love and pra^lice of evangelical purity and ho« 
linefs ; and let us likewife frequently put up our 
xnoft ardent requefls for the enlargement of his 
vifible adminiftration without us^ befeeching God, 
In the words of our church, that he would p/^<2^, 
9t ^^^ gracious gwtdnt/s^ /bortly to accomplijb the 
number of bis ele6i^ and to hafttn tht kingdom of his 
dear Son> 

ToHim^ With the faiher^ Sec. 
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b, that is reprefented to us, under the charai£):er 
of a fcomer ; and, then in what fenfe he is fsdd 
to feek wifdom, butndiVto find it 

The fcorner is one, who is frequently mention- 
fd'in this- book of Proverbs \ and ag^lnft whom 
the authoi:^ of it hasltvelled -lid fmall- number of 
his apophthegms and wife fayings. We find in 
the P/Ti/wx and'prophe6(^k wiritiQgs alfo, many 
glances at him, many complaints of him;, fo that 
the nation of thfe Je^jjt did, ij fcems, ^^ound 
inighKly"with this fort df men ; and they were a 
great and particular grievance to the followers of 
true piety and wifdojti." 

Their charafter feems, in ftiort, . to have been 
thif- Thty w:cre men, tjiat, ^ithmuch adoj had 
riiade a fhift to get rid of good principles, and 
fuch ftiff opinions,-3S they foundJnconfiftent with 
9 loofe prafticet As tli%* n<id*not any religioa 
thcmfelves, fo their way was to defpife thofe who 
had-, to look dawn with pity and contempt \ipq|\ 
tiVo^w" ddudcif undip-Wdftd v «iaiH- ^THirai^ 
that followed in a track, after their leaders | 
flaves to received rules and precarious opinions, 
to foolifh empty fbrnis arid obfe'rvances \ but who 
nevtr dncJe reafoned freely, '^ok'tlkoiighrfor them- 
felvcs. They were unfortunately feUen into , a 
tfine,! ifldiai: frniueiu d^mmotioQs^' hapjtened' ia 
^le J'e-uoifia^^'ixs, (as the cafcrcniarkaUf wqut, m 
*:^e sqgr- before S6b»ion^c9ine'tdtbb tixrone) and 
-Ifid^ten fe vera! forts of men uppertDdfti - and, 
^onfeqliehtly, fbveral notions of things pFcVsiling 
by turns. This contributed mightily to unlettte 
t'h'eir thoughts or (as they called it; douiitlefs) to 
^tilarge themrtaisr^acein tbcnxa l^bVopinion cif 
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A Scomcr Incapable of True Wifdom, 

Paov. xiv. 6. 
J /corner fgeketb nuifdom. andjiniith it net. .- 

IT is the wifeft among the children of men, vho 
fpeaks ; and about that which moft nearly 
concerns us ; and he beft underftood, even the 
jnethod of attaining true wifdom : It becomes us, 
therefore, to give the moil fixed and ferious at« 
tention, we can, to what he is faying. 

A /corner^ faith he, feeketh wi/dom, andjlndetb 
if not. Where we arc, firft, to enquire, who it 
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of puUxck requeft to God, in the folemn fervico 
of the chiATch, to be freed from it : — *^ Have 
mercy upon us, O Lord/' faid they, ^^ have 
•* mercy upon us, for we are exceedingly filled 
'< with contempt. Our foul is exceedingly filled 
*< with the fcoming of thofe that are at eafe, and 
5* with the contempt of the proud/* Pfal.cxiii 3,4. 
This is, in fome meafure thecharadter of that 
man, who, in the language of the text, is called 
Sl fcorner ; and you fee now, in what ienle he is 
faid to** feek wifdora,** but ** not to find it." 
For the meaning of thefe exprefiions is plainly 
this : That he pretends to know more, and to fee 
further, than the reft of mankind ; to have made 
freer enquiries after truth, and to have ihaken 
ofiFthe prejudices of education more thoroughly : 
He fets up for examining things to the bottom, 
without taking them upon truft, or relying on 
the authority of any man* What God i& pre- 
tended to have faid in the holy writings, what 
wife and good men have faia in all ages and 
countries of the world, he is not much concern- 
ed to know. To the oracles of right reafon he 
goes (by right reafon always meaning his own) 
and from thence he enquires what he is to think, 
and to do ; raifes fome fanciful fcheme of things 
to himfclf, frames fome particular fet of opinions j 
and then rejoices in the mighty difcovcry he hath 
made, and wonders at the reft of the world, that 
they dp not fall in with it, and adore it. Noir 
thefe pretences, the wife-man tells us, are vaini 
and thefe fearches are vain ; he hath taken a gi*eat 
, deal of pains, only to be out of the way, and tp 
^ roils 
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ipijfe the mark which he aims at: " A fcortiaf 
«* feeketh wifdom, and findeth it not/* 

Having thus largejy opened the fenfe of the teiit| 
I flhall ende^ivoyr, in what fpUows, td juftify tho 
troth of the obfervatioti contained in it, by fhew- 
jngyo^iihow itiHimes to pafs, that the men, who 
thus fet up for a mpre than ordinary pitch oi 
wifdom and fenfe, by contemning religion, and 
deriding the profeilbrd of ity do always, andmuO; 
always, fail Qf the iend which they propofe to 
tbem&kes r i&X^t^- whatever abilities they may 
Jiave inodie^ matters, yet they are the moft un** 
.qualified atid incapable, of all men, to maka 
impartial enquiries after divine truth, and to 
difcern between thfit and errOn 

There arc four things, which particularly unfit 
A man for. fueh a . talk, a .very proud, or a very 
fufpiclops temper J F^iUe wit, or fcnfuality* Ana 
|ji^f^:^re the: chief :and prevailimg Jngredicnts ia 
the compofition of that man, whom vire call si 
-fcorner^ The two laftdo generally, and in moft 
inftance*;, belong to him v E^ut the tw:o Hrft arc 
•cilential to him, and infeparable from him. 

:Pridfc i3 mat ruling quality which, s^i all othcrd^ 
^ems to take tha.fi^Oieft hold pf him ; proud and 
•haughty fcorner is his.tiame, fays Sojomon clie-* 
^here, Prov xxi* 24. And again, ^^ There is a 
■ generation, O how lo6y are their, eyes I and their 
eyelids lifted up r Prov. xxx. 13. The truth is^ 
, there never wa% nor ever can be, a fettled con- 
« tempt of rcMgiouB principles, that is not built tip* 
:.0n 'pride^ u e* upon^ art undue .value, which a 
:inan.hath fqr hi^afetf, and for ^ own opinion, 
I, ,V6l. X P and 



todm JGfie|aDMl for dverjr tUng bdSdts : Aod^ 
therefore, the * author ^oi '(diat fantaftical booK) 
the Le^ia^imn^ 'dutb, «i'^ verjr entrooee ^ i^ 
^etff>oiiefllf aii»l wtenw e^n^ft, dbnt he is ft 
iDim^wtioltWeshiB ownoii^niam. And<fo,4otib^ 
Ms, dodicver^ mantoo, ^i^hotKadt k^his^ fteps^ 
thoiigh he doth fiot owa it fo frankly, or per* 
hapsJoaowit ib diorong^lf. 'bvdeed a modeft 
liiiftfUe «man can hardly brtag hk^elf ooce t^ 
Ihiirit of ihakiag ofi^<oxninOBi«cei^d J^risdples^ 
iuid going 'againft the xuiited wtfitom of muddi^ 
or, ^ be fl^nldetytenain, 'yet will he-never vcbL 
tiB«to^bS&, that thought; hot wSl conceal if^ 
t» eitfeiuI^as%e^wocdd y»own boifoai mfirsaoty^ 
or the lecret of bis friend. 1% the prefoptnoui 
Md proud Aa» alone, who dares to trample on 
Uiofe- truths, ^hich the«.fd):of the world reve» 
^renee^ and can fit down Kjuietly in the aflbrance,thiil 
lie fldone k in Ihe fight, «0d dB mankind' befidfc 
40 the wrong. 

Now, I faj, as'Aert is "no ioint qusditjr, ^dMlt 
fHcl» more cloiely to a fcomer than that Wprittl, 
fo is there none that doA moreevifcntly'obftnift 
right reafening, and an impartial iearch after 
vhnfts of all kmds> tffpeeiany thofe which rdate 
ito Tirtae and piety. lA nd no wonder therlrfoi^^, 
Hf on this aceonnt the Corner, 'though he feek 
%rifdom, yet findetb it 'not. 9ride makes a mati 
iteemfufficreatinhis own eyes, for all manner <lf 
Jpeculations and enqntriest ^nd. therefore, pots 
Tilm indifieren^ upon the pui#iit of all know* 
"led^, and the determination of all donhts, with- 
out giving him kave to diftnift 'himlelf in the 
Icaft^ i)r'Ofliec'to coniider^^whkh way his genhte 

'and 



aUdabflitieiilio.' HmoB kh^ypea^ tiiacdfeniM^ 
ttoo being dnly quaiifled for evciy. fiiarchi or, if 
be were, ]fBet notfaavtog IdiUrietaad opportimic^ 
enough to go dirough withii^ is hin to,take'U|» 
^ridirflightaad fuperficialaccounti of thlugt $ ana 
then, i^at he wants is true fentywleige^ to makt 
iip^ia downright affiiraalcc* As^fboii'as he 4iatii 
touched on any fcieuce, or ftudy, he^immediate^ 
hrftcmsto^himfeiftoihaveiiia^rvedits is-aspo- 
.^tive in his opinioiis, and as heartf jn- fars afler*^ 
tiont, as if the thbughta of his whole lift had 
been direded that> wa7:onlf : whichasi as if a 
coafter, who had gone from port to port ontyi 
fliould pretend to give a better deicription of the 
inland^partsiof a xountry,, thanahoie who have 
loravelleidt itfa&'oveiv But this> I fzf^ is the miC 
chievouf: nature of pride; it> malKsa man graffp 
nrever^faiii^ and, bj^^itdcq^cncci comprehend 
Bothing: efie6tuaUy and' thorou^Iy; and yet 
( wkicK is worft of all)- incOnes him to- de^ife and 
contradUiftxhofethatdo^ It gives^bifojuft eno!Ugh 
naderftiuidmg, to ra^fc an mjedUonf or a doabt i 
bvit not enough to lay k: Which| aS'it.is the mean«» 
eft andmoft'deipicaii^, fo it isalfo the moft dan^^ 
gerous.ftite >of mind a. man' caB>be in; and by fo 
much the more dangerous, astfaefulqe^ upon 
%diich his enquiries turn, is moreimportant, and 
the errors^more fatal which he runs into, for 
VfSLtiX of a due knowledge of it. He that is but 
balf a philoibpher, b in danger of being an athe« 
lA ; an half phj^cian is apt to turn empiric: an 
half-bred man is conceiteid- in his addrefs, and 
tnoublefome in his converiation. Thus it is in all 
matters of fpecolatiop or^praAice ^ He that knoiw 
Pa but 
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but a little 6f them, and is very cohfidcat ol hk 
own ftrength, is more out of the way of true 
knowledge, than if he knew nothing at all. Now 
there is, I fay, a natural tendency in pride, to- 
wards putting a man's mind into luch a fituation 
as this s and, therefore, it muft needs be a quar- 
)ity very oppofite to the fearch and atttainment of 
true wifdom*. 

And then^ fuppoiing a proud man^Do be once 
in the wrong, it is icarce poffible that he ihoiild 
ever be fet right agam \ he is placed above the 
reach of that great means of amendment, re^ 

froof ; A fiornft heareth vat rebuke^ fays Salomon s 
rov. xiii. I* And thereibrei as hispride led him 
into a miftake at firft, fo will ii be fure to keep 
him there ; and to. harden him in his way, againft 
vphatever wife men can- think or fay of him. 

Thus, I fay, is pride an en^my.to the knoW'«> 
ledge of truth in general; but moft of all doth it 
hinder men from difcerning facred truth, and 
the do£lrines of revealed religion. A proud man 
Is very hardly brought to digeft the humble duties 
of the crofs, or to admit a belief of the myfterics 
of Chriftlanity t The one are too low for him, 
and he cannot ftoop to the.praAice of them ; the 
0iher are too high for his underftanding, and ht 
clclires to be etctifed from enteruining any pro* 
pofition as true, which he doth not perte£tly com-^ 
prebend. If he cannot give himf«lf a certain plain 
account, in what manner, and to what end, God 
did a thipgs he wifely refolves^ that therefore he 
^id it not at all. If he hath not as clear an idea 
pf every term in an article of faith, as he hath of 
tbpfc m f^ aiath^owical propoAuQa* it^.is prc^r 
. ^ fe»tly 



, fently uti^ibitofoiphicail, abfurd, • and ^ fo>>lifli ; ' Hi 
Vented by- thofe whole interdft it \i t» puzzle' menii 
^ndeHiaddiiigs^ thar they may have .^ir Svilft 
and affeftions at their fcrvice. ) i 

And this puts us in mind alfo of that fecond 
great ingredient in the charafter of a.fcorner; 
'which we propofed to coniider; a'ftrangeand 
unreafonable degi^e of Sufpiciort, by which hi 
doubts of every d^ing hehears» and diftmfts eve-^* 
ry man he conyerfes with ; imagines the world 
to be all cheat and impoihire ; that there is nd 
fincerity, nohonefty, anywhere^ but that every 
man is continually ftudiying. how to put a trick 
upon his neighbour. Without this temj^r (it 
might be eaiily proved, that) a man cannot bring 
himfelf to run down religion, and the profeflbrs 
of it ; and, with it, it is impoflible, I tkinlc, to 
tnrive at true wifdom. Indeed, to be cautious^' 
and upon our guard in receiving doctrines, and 
not eafily to give up our client to every tale that 
is told us, is a point of great prudence^ and very 
requifite, in fuch a multiplicity of opinions as 
there is in the world, to preferve us from erron 
Sut then, we may carry this point too fai'; wd 
inay be fo (crupulous and circumfpedl in admit* 
ting the teftimonies of men, as to rejeA fome good 
witnefies among feveral bad ones : and to deceive 
ourfelves oftentimes, for very fear of being de- 
ceived by others. A general undidinguifhing 
fuijpicion is altogether as apt to miflead a man, as 
atoo eafy and unwary credulity. And to this 
excefs a firorner is naturally inclined : He is fo 
pofleiled wkh the notion of Prieftcr^f t, and pious 

frauds. 



aa4.tQicf ciyrrfSig m, peUgi<J» ; ife i«fo. aftoiid of 

tcrs of faith, that )^^i (^cU cqwUy, alao£i5tom 
•11 propofitions of that kind, whether true or 
^\k'. ylk^fhM^ a$ if armw (horiArrf^fcj to^rc- 
Cfiy<,a|ij in9B€f atj 4H, bQc^Q thftiftit:^ gcc«t 
4fi^ gocj-aboiutjthat; iafalfe ami count^cfeit; or 
i^pIvcii^H to im]cj9:a:fri^n4Cbip-^ acqwintame 
Sntb a]^}|.ina9^ bef^^^: o^ftay: j]]i^o axy iiot:t(» te 
Iflvft^ Ceftai^ty* tbi* i* ar vqrjf , grjeat: inftanc^ 
qfcfpUy^^^andi in wl^fli:b|s^ft focvcr-it hirinmnsi 
c^pot, bpt indiffiQfe; %. q»^ ^i^ti^jacly fdfr the 
§«dy , and: attaiiunfentofi i^Ugidlu* wii<ip.mc. An 
€;p(tr.eo}|ty,ofifiLirpk«^0«. i^i aq cnqjaireivafiM ti»th| 
i^y^ a rsigipg jeftlfm%m aolmfliifiodliMr Oif^kodi 
k leads 9 m^ ^o tiiniraMiliii tbrntghtfttofH^MlU 
Ji^n^wjcrfjfidei a|]id tQ put^thcrvftisft cOnftrvAioii 
uppa eyfi!)r;tlHng.; ani (iiircc<>^^9qim)ceD6dkat) 
^r. opee thiutl^e-is;c<aU7iifiitl)Q;fiightiifi bi»{;»e&a 
9i}dica9ifure9» to h^x^sAf^^ aAii Yfirjr flmchia 

nji A-Wrrfpart-of tlw cbfma&er'ofithattmftn 
«diom: w« are- ddcrbibg,:if^> fialfe wit;, orra wagt 
cf e]fpp0figthiog3 r<^a*oi\and-'&ri€ms9 by paffiog 
a boM jeft upon-them, afid:rfidicttling.ax^incntSflr 
^^e^d, of coafming.thcffi*. TKc vcrynamc-of a 
fc<(>mrr will tcU us,. tkat(this?is( o^e of his.snoA 
beloved accomplishments : And, I im fuk-e^ it is 
j[i§c}i a9 Qme a$. can nevec help a man to .procure 
i:igh| irnprefSons of things^, and will .fcaree eves 
^How- him: to iiti prove or prcfery e them, wit in^ 
<]^(^) aak impfe& 11 cert ai n jumco a utt€&ifcach.aa<fc 

fivacity* 



fit to be fGHtpphftdiia thePfe«:ch;\i»ftmkt^itfiia 

k : ^tvt in ^i^^Sj^te^'t^tiidi the fc«M:tt<rttt«i^lt^ 
the ^«^ '6f ffltife 4itld7pr<lfimfe^'d#ott«^, it^ lias^tf^ 

Cin^rtttoiifah. Miln^f^it^ ita^Hvofy^tB^nM 
kpt to givethem£d^i«s^Jodfe}bidy<^»d^Mivift3doa 

im^lf 1^^ %ml ci%e> te li^i^ltor no f^ Ib^e'. 

Send aH thetr^imit'^liW i9$iy «o» i^}rf<^h -the^MrMtft 
tifttor^-df «ian^isil»^liiled, dtid be^Air^^a^ilfs 4^ 

Ifae dpiniMiitbat tti^e «il9ft getiml atid p^^^^ifiUptty 
g[%iis^tes ¥bdcti * lifht'Und tl'JB^g^ i«ft(^ 04% 

Aem iihMk,'^ffa^7 'kave ^i^^^A^^^^t*<^ sffl «^e ^vtfit 

^biy^hsmi' birt <laf;{>(<a -« ^ifikfiaii^ t&^Ci % %ilt 
dr^d up a grave and ▼^Bierabk tlrtfthVih-ib -ddft 
H'dirgoirt 'as to raife^rth'aiid latt^lvtar f^(^ it. 
<Thiis A'lat^-peHbn, ^ftib¥«nt'foi^wit ftnd ^^^ial- 
4idi, nm ^a db^thibeid ^afle^lbsn more 'feril^t 
«id ga>iMel!Aiii l^rijfeK tff»pt^ki(l£(i»s (df tl^^, ufi^ 

:iiied(Hng<>f «miraele%ft$'0¥il7 anetMer'pIu'ar&fi^ 
^he'Aie^mg bf a triek": And having ^tkett^^ 
4mteA thb Mag to }^imr<^ undcf'Judk^ankBf 
<imftge» %e t&vM HatAlj fee brotigl^ tb tlifatk 
%e^ve»f^ iwe^af icMrarib :^o«Ki6'«illo'^¥«e (Vroni* 
<«ft B^griitfeiKS, whi& c6NiId%e1>f9tigHt ^rtSe 
^rr^dx ^ mftiideii iv^Kie IAt44mi^ittisaMfoiifider«i. 



tion* :Ai»l thus SiUb die gr^atldadcr^ the liber^ 
fines pf this age {.whom we have ah-eadiy had oc-* 
f^fion tQiflcu;QiUOii)!made fport^ith, the dojlrlii^ 
of the cUviiiUty of Cbrift,b7.jti;ai3flat;hig/a£ter ais 
»bfurd;mapner»: ihcGreckinrord VK** (which Sf< 
^<>^« applies tohim),,aBid'afluringys, that, that 
appellation, given to put Saviour,, was, in out 
tongue, asntuchas.tpfjiy, thefVr^o/^flrf. Au4 
this vain and blafphemops cciticifm he thotight 
fufBcient XQ overthrow a prin^ .artfclft of .the 
Chriftiab faith. In the fame manner be^preic^ndr 
^ to ridicule x}i^ do^Hne pif grace, by enquiring 
into the. mea^ning. ol two wcNrds^. generally ;ufea 
))y divix^ concerning it, to wit,^ infiifion and in? 
JTpiration \ and by informingiis, that they fignified 
jn plain EngVjb^ inpouring and inblowing. I bring 
ihefe inftances to £bew, how -far a fco^neir.uiay be 
Jed; out pf the way of truth, by a.litde knack ,of 
. jplaying upon things and words, which he mif^allf 
^it ; ami upon which he fhall val^e himfelf morf 
jand be wifer in his own conceit,, th^uj Sevtn tn^ 
timt can render a reafqn. . '» 

. The. fourth pnd laft thing, from whence we 
proposed to give an account of his deceptions^ 
was fenfuality: and whether this cpo dpth«np^ 
/or; the .moft part, accomp^ya contempt of re^ 
4igioiv I sipp^^l to the obfervation and experience 
of every one that hears me. LooJe: round the 
.world, and you fhall feldom find a manlppfe in 
-his principles, who is not fo likewife in manners. 
There may po&bly be, now and then in an agCj 
..an inftance of fome cold phlegm^tick man, th%c 
. fhall iet up for overturning religion and' morality, 
. marely for the fake of cc^tradiOioHj oi; to g^ 
: ', * """ '" himftlf 
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Himftjf a name by it^^ withoat the dcfign of in., 
dulging hb own s^ppctites in fb dping^ : But this 
38 a v^ry rare cafe y gc|icrall]j the fcorners are, as 
j§t. P^Ur and St. /zi^^ haVC; In their feveralcpiftles 
•greed to defcrib^ themji " Men who Walk after 
•^ their own l^ft%j!^ 2 Pet. ijL 3. Ju<te 13. Ac- 
cordingly^ we_ may pbferve, that this fcornlng 
humoyrhath been rnqft prevalent in thofe age) 
of (he world, i^i which the love of pleafurc, and 
the iMts of eafq and luxury did mpft abound y and 
!$ cdnlfnonly incidepi to men, at that time of 
ti^eit Uves^ when their lufts arc moft ungovernedj 
i|nd their blood. ^\h botteft. It is chiefly the 
^ung robuft fir>^er ^hat itxdulgcs himfelf in it^ 
wbilft he is in the midft pf his enjoyments : For 
{hpi|^ a man may continue in the praftice of 
jhis imploi:^ folly to the very end of his life, yet 
tiie habit itf^lf is genersdly formed much earlier* 

Now the ff nfud x||an 19, of aU °icn living, the 
moft improfjter fqr enquiries after truth| and the 
j^j^ at leifur^ for it. lie is iiev^r fedate and cool i 
gnj^ ttier^fore npt able to fix his attention to a 
point, and ^o thrpug|| with it. He is never difl 
{cterefted and impartial ; and, therefore, not 
l^apable pf deliberatin|| freely. He is already un-t 
4er the dominion arid power of his own lufb ^ 
fi^nd perhaps likes to be fo^ and is very unwillitig 
to fhaic? off his chains* Now fuch a man, fo 
qualified, is^ no doubt, a very incpn^petent judg^ 
pf divine truth, $^l4 very unfit to cpnfider the 

Sleas that are brought for \u His fearch into 
lefe things is like to l)e with no great evennef| 
|ui4 falmeil : How can It, when h comes with 
ftrong wiihes^ that he may find it all a mi (lake f 
\^. I. QL Indeed, 



tit J Hiprnff fyc4pahU Sc&m. tT. 

Indeed, when a man aUows himfelf in all forts o£ 
Jmpurities> aiKl is determined to go on in them ; 
and yet finds himfelf under the troublefome re- 
ftraint of principles, and the dread of religion, 
which hangs continually over him ; the only way 
for him to puFfue his enjoyments, and yet be eafy, 
is, to fct his face diredlly againft the do<Slrine& of 
religion, that give him any check or difturbance> 
and refolve to get rid of them as foon as he can. 
And he may put the thoughts, which arife in him 
upon this pccafion, together^ and make a book 
of them, ifhepleafesi and then tell us. thatthi^ 
is a fober enquiry after truth, anda free difcuiE^ 
on of the point in debate ^ but there is nothing 
of that in it : He thinks of truth, juft as a maa 
doth of his enemy, with fpite and anger,^ and a 
deiign only of finding out whatever may blaft and 
cxpofe^t. This is a ilrange contiimelous way of 
treating divine things, and would tempt even a 
good man to return the affronts done to virtue 
and piety, by opening the charaders of thofe 
who do them 5 in which we fhould conunonly 
;^nd, that feniuality and loofenefs of l^e had a 
■very great and particular ihare* But fomc men^ 
who wriic pretended hiftorics of religion, arc 
beholden to the real religion of others^ that their 
hiAories are not written. 

Thus have I run through thofe four (everal 
properties, which remarkably belong to the cha» 
rafter of a fcorner j and fhewn you, how each 
of them contributes to mifinform and miflead 
him in his purfuit of wifdom 5 fo that, fuppofing 
him jTcally and in good earneft to feek it, yet^ 

thus 
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thus fetting out, and thus qualified, it & not at 
all probable that he fliould find it. 

And now the plain and obvious uib we are to 
make of this difcpurfe, is, to fatisfy ourfclvcs 
from hence, how it hath come to pafi, that the 
true rebgion, all along, in the fevcral ages of the 
tirorld, hath not been entertained by many of the 
feemingly witticft and wifbft among the children 
frf men. To this ftartHng qucftion we can now 
igive a (hort and eafy anfwcr, from the obferva- 
tion of the text, They were fcorneru They were 
cither proud and opinionative men, that could 
not endure to learn plain humble lefibns of piety 
and goodnefs, efpeciaily from fuch as they had 
jio cfteem of, no value ror : Or their minds were 
tainted with an ill-natured and unreafonable {u(^ 
picion, which, from finding out fome chests in 
" religion, led them, to pronounce all religion a 
cheat. They had a talenti perhaps, at ridiculing 
honeft rules .and maxims, and making fport with 
things facred and ferious ; and, therefore, to 
have owned any fixed fcheme of religious prin- 
ciples, would have been a mighty damp to their 
imaginations, and have taken away from them 
the fubjeft of above half their wit and pleafant* 
hefs. Or, laftly, They were men of fenfualand 
impure lives, who were refolved to make their 
opinions and their pleafures as confiftent as they 
could ; and who dierefore were obliged, in point 
of intereft. to. difbelieve cvexy thing that made 
again ft them. 

• This is the (hort and tnic account of the matter; 
and will appear to be fo, if we caft our eyes back- 
ward on the ftory of the world, and confider, 
Q^2 wh« 
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who thcyliavehcen, that have rqcfted the trijc 
religion^ all alot^ from . the creaUon Sowa to tjhls 
time. 

In tlie otd yrorldt ,Jf9ai^ who was the ojxhr 
man that |)rcfiirvcd lEhc ^oribip of the true tSod 
In his familyi feefns to have been an honeft j^laia- 
licarted tnaa j *" juft and pcrfe<fl m his gencras- 
•* tion** (as he h defcribed infcrlpturej^ *« ahd 
'«* walking whh God,*" Gen. vi, 9. The i-eft of the 
world are fud to have 'eaten and drunkea> tp have 
married and been ^iven in marri^c, i,e,ihef 
were 6icn whoHved in all the cnioyments oFlTeB/c, 
who reveled and took their fill of all the .good 
things of iTiis world j and^ to bcTuc^, were very 
rnerry and very bitter upon thofe ^hat did not» 
How did they deride fliat^^ave preacher of 
righteoufnefs, aqd his .prcctfc family, when Vc 
and jxis ions talked to them of ri^hteoru'fnei^ 
temperance, and judgment ! Efpecially, when 
he told them -that Atfre was Aich a flood comingj 
and that he was 1>uilding that ark to i)refer¥C 
{limfelf and his houfhold, what a jeft was he to 
the men of parts and pleafure ! How many fcora- 
ful and gay things were faid upon this occafioui 
whfle the work wei\t forward iy thoie who 
thought theinfelves very wife, and -him very fool- 
iHi I But the fountains of the great de^p were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven opened 4 
and then they began to change their opinions 
when (alas !) it was too late to learn. 

In the next great period^ after the flood, the true 
yel jgion was confi ned to the iinglc nation of xheycvrsi 
and one may think it flrange at firft;fight, thatf 
if it were the true rfUJon, it 4'}iould be focon-? 

fined J 



fiacd ; that the wife and knowing - part of pEiah- 
Jtrlud Sioutd net diiftrern the ftrength of the evi^ 
dence ^at was brought for the divine original 0F 
ibelaw of Mofiiy nor receive the God of IJ/^cl 
$0*" their (Jod. But, if we conlider a little ^uiv 
ther, we fliall be fatisfied, that the true reafon of 
toens injfidelity., throughout this long period of 
pmt^i was, a mean and cpatemptttous notion they 
XKid-enttrtaineJ of the 7^^V^ people, and of that 
rites land ceremonies. The wife men of the t^^ 
Tn i^e earlieft s^eJs, and the phik)fo|)hers of die 
)9^, in latter times, had too high a,n p^pii^iion of 
\hen>felves, and too low an one of that little, 
uarrow-fotiPd luperftitious nation, to fubmit 
themfelve^ to be taught by them. The fews were 
ii:proverh and a by-word to the reft of die wQrlc|« 
Ae peppetual fubjeft of their fcptn jand jreproach : 
^nd-who can think (may we fuppoie one of tbefc 
wi/e heathens xo haye iaid) that truth fliould he 
md among (uch an odd fort of people, iniuch a 
little ioQit of the world ? 

And dius, again, when Chriftianity -firll:.^p^ 
peared, it made no great progrefs among ijic 
difputers of this world, among ^he men of 
wit and fubtlety, for this . V£xj reafon ; becauft 
they were fcorncrs. The gofpel was to die Jews 
(to the moft learned and proud feft among the 
limr, the Pharifees) stjiumbiing'^lock i and to 
Aofc ol.highcr repute among the Creeks^ foollft)^ 
fiefs % a Cor. L 23. The great pretenders to kno.w*c 
ledge evay where usanimouOy contemned and 
derided it, as a poor and low fyftem of principlc5> j 
and cou^ never once think of humbling thcip 
floinds^ toeatei:&4inthe£mpUcityof thegofpeL 

Hpvr 
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How ftotild the great lords of the earth, who 
. fwarm in all the delights of fenfe, and thought 
themfelves born to enjoy them, fubmit to be talk- 
cd out of* their pleafures and their privileges by a 
lew ignorant fifhermen and tentmakers? The 
ilory of the propagation oi: the gofpel in Jewry ^ 
might perhaps make a part of the converfation 
in the court of Tiberius : it was, probably fiich a 
iubje£t of difcourfe to them, as the ^uetifti ia 
Italy were to us, at their firft appearing. The 
novelty of the thing might occafion fome reflexi- 
ons and enquiries : But it was not to be expeiEted, 
that men of pleafure and parts fhould give them- 
felves the trouble of examining nicely into the 
pretenfions with which this new religion fet upj 
or of confidering, in good earneft, whether they 
ought to become profelytes to it. 

We are not to wonder, therefore, if, in fbme 
ages after Chriftianity, we find not much faid to 
the advantage of it, in the writings of thofe emi- 
nent Greeks and Romans ^ who are allowed to have 
%een the beft matters of polite thought and ex- 
JM-effion. Alas ! Porphyry muft have been con- 
tented to confcfs the vanity of philofophy, and 
Lvcian muft in great mcafurd have forgone his 
ikill in fatire ; the witty libertines of thofe times 
jinuft have parted with much of the efteem they 
had, and with mod: of their pleafures, if they 
had once admitted the truth of Chriftianity : And, 
therefore, they agreed in running down the re- 
putation of that, left they fhould lofe their own* 

And, as it w^is immediately after our Saviour's 
coming, fo hath it been ever fince to this very 
day. The doAiines of ^e crofs have never ia 

any 



any age met, nor ii«?ai tjicy ever in any &ture age 
meet, with a kind and hearty reqeption, among 
thofe, who fit in the jeat of /corner s. ; 

But let us not therefore be dejeiflted, bccaufc 
there are many whom the world eftfs'ems, wha 
yet eftedm not us, and our holy and uhdefiled re- 
ligion ! Neither let us fufpeft ourfelves, as being 
out of the way and impofed upon, becaufe mea 
of a greater reach perhaps, and of a, more improv- 
ed underftanding th^n we,^ are not of our mind* 
SolemoTty who was certainly a man of under ftand* 
ing, and who was of our mind, doth, in a very 
few words (which I cannot repeat too often), 
afford us a full and comfortable folution of the 
cafe; ^ /corner ^ faith he, /eeketh wi/dom^ and 
fncfethit not. » . 

From the account of former times it appear! 
to us, that thus k, always hath been ; and fsom 
reflexions on the nature of man, that thus it ne- 
ceflarily muft be; and, theretore, let us poflefi 
our fouls in patience and peace ; and go on in 
the plain patlis of godlinefs andhonefly, without 
turning to the right, or to tifieleft, for whatever 
men fcorn fully witty can fay of us^ or to us. 

Let us beg of himi ijuho /cornet h the /corner f^ 
but giveth grace unto the lowfyf Prov. iii. 34. let us 
beg of him to beftow on us, to preferve and in- 
creafe in us, that ferious and humble frame of'fpi- 
rit,which alone can qualify us forarightappreheU'^ 
fion of the truths and my fteries of the gofpd ; and 
which is, therefore, certainly, preferable to all other 
• endowments of mind, however the world may 
have miiplaced the greateft part of its efteem upon 
them* 

iknd 



And let 119, in order tp tbSs eod^ ftequentlf 
iB^ to cmrfehrcs the httmUe words o/ the fon of ^ 

Sirach^ apd hjx '* OLord Father and God of • i 
iny^Kfe, ghe me not a. proud look ; but turn a<^ 
way frpm thy ferrsint always an hanshty Qiind i 
Torn awar from me vain hopes aUia <;o9caprO* 
•ence, ana thon fhi^t hold hhn up that is defir^ 
ims ahrays to ferirc thbe ! Xxx not the greedincA 
^ ^ bel)y» nor the luft of the.fleih, tal^e hold ^ 

of mc; )Uid ^c not over me thy ftprvant to ai^ [ 

fmptident mmd I Ecclus. xxili* 4, 5> <$• \ 

And as for thofe who cqi^temn tt^ dnd oof ] 

Mrrow pmciples, and who malcc n^ dieur deri« 
Hon daSy, let ns (hi the words of th^ apoftle) 
** not ceafe to mak€ mention of them i|i on|* ' 

prayers, that the God of our Lord Jefm Chrifty ' 
the Father of glory, may^ give unto tficm the fpi- j 

rft of wifdom and revelation to the acknowlec^e- 
ttieht of him ; The eyes qi their uoderft^ndmg 
bcins enlightened, that they m^y know, what S 
the! hope of his calling, $nd what the riches qf 
Ae glory of hi$ inheritance itt the ikiiici.'^ £ph. 
?i i6, 17, it^ 
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It' is better t9 go to the hovfe of mournings than f9 
go to the hovfc offeafting : for that is the end of 
ail men ; and the living will lay it to heart* 

TH E firft rtep towat^^ happiftcf^ is, to coi*- 
x^di our falic opinions concerrlmg it, by 
^i^arniag to cftcem every tiling, not accoi'ding to 
that rate and value, which the world, or bur 
'dwn miftaken imaginations, may have placed up- 
on it, but according to that which in itfelf, and 
in the accounts of right rcafon and religion, ic 
. r^Uy bears; . • 
^ Vol. 1. R The 
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The preacher therefore hath, in this chapter^ 
laid together a fet of religious paradoxes ; which, 
however they may ftarde and fhocic us a little^ 
upon the firft hearing, j«t, when clofelj t xamini- 
ed, will appear to be dear nnqueftionable truths^ 
by which the whole courfe of pxir Uyes ougUt^ta 
be fteered ajad governed. 

In the firft VCTfe of this chapter (the vcrfe before 
the text) he telk vsj that <' a good name is better 
than precious ointment, and the day of one's 
death than the day of one^s birth. A good name is 
t>eter than precious ointment ;" t. e. rich oils and 
fweet odors (in the ufe of which the people of the 
eaft much deligltted) are 0Ot half lo* gratefbl, ot 
valuable, as a good reputation well founded:: 
This is more truly fragrant, more difiufive of its 
influence, more durable: It gives a man greater 
comfort and refrefliment while he is living ^ and 
preferves Him, when dead^^'better than the moft 
precious embalmings. 

And again, The day cfene^s iUati is beffsr than 
the day of one* s Birth i i. e. the day of the eUath ot 
luch an one as^ poflefles and deferves a good name^ 
of fuch an one as hath lived well and died well, 
is preferable by far to the day of his birth : For it 
gives him admittance into a ftate of oerfeft reft 
and tranquillity, of u^difturbed joy and happiiieft i 
•whereas the day of his birth was only an inlet into 
a troublefome world, and the beginning of foi> 
rows. ' 

And then it fi^ows, very naturally, in the 
words of the text, that It is hotter alfo tog^ioih^ 
houfs of mournings than to go to the hauft fffi^fi* 
ing. As deathr to a good man is more advan* 

. . jtageoufr 



tigeout than fi(«; fo tb a wife man die contem* 
plation of the firft is rii'ore defirable than all the 
cik^o^itieiits' of tfaie latter : He had much rather he 
prefeoit at the fad fbleninities of a funeral, thaii 
partake of thcfle feftival rejoicings, which are n* 
fual in dl nations, btit efpecially aoiong the Jeui)$^ 
tft the birth of a child. 

Hard do^bine this; to the men of liberty and 
^leaihre I who have faid to themfelves, <' Coxhe 
6h, let us enjoy the things that are preient ; let 
lis fill ourfelves with cofUy wine and ointment^ 
ahd let no flower of the fpring pafi by us ; let us 
crown ourfelves with rofe-buds before they be 
ivrithdred.*' Hard do&ine, I fay, it is to fuch 
then ^ thefe \ and which will run the hazard of 
iiot being entertained by them. The wife man, 
th'et^fore, hath condefcehded to prove, as weU 
as affert it, atid to bacl^ the fevere rule he hatl^L 
laid down, with very convinciog reafons : /*0r 
^tQt\ faith he, is the end of ail men^ and the living 
^ili lay it to heart. As if he had faid. This dark 
and melancholy ftate it will one day certainly 
come to our fhare to try; and what muft fome 
fime or other be undergone, ought to be con- 
fldered beforehand ; this is the end of ail men ; 
^d all n^en, therefore, (hould have their eye and 
their thotigtits upon it. And then further*— We 
are moft of us fo emerfed in the pleafures, and . 
(<S taken up with the follies of life, that we need 
ail methods of reducing our ftraggling thoughts 
and dcfires, and of giving ourfelves a ferious 
frame and compofure of mind ; and of all me- 
thods, this of repairing to the houfe of mourn- 
ing Is bed adapted to that good end, and will 
^" R a fooncft 
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fooncft and moft cffcftually brip^it ^bout j *^ The 
living will lay it to heart.** . , 

I have largely explained the connexion and 
meaning of the words, which have beep pitched 
\ipon to employ your thoughts on this nxournfid 
occafion. The next thing fhould be, to excite 
vouto a compliance with the direction dierc given, 
py the particular arguments fuggefted in thcrtcxt, 
and by fevcral other powerful and mQv|ng conil- 
dcrations : to prove to^you, the foUv and,emptf.- 
ncfs of a life led j|ll in piirth, and jollity, and 

i:>leafurc ; the wifdom and reafonablcnefs of 
ihifting the fcene fometiines, of turning th^ 
ploomV fide of things towards ourfelvcs, of ex- 
changing the hovfe of feafting for the hovfe if 
rnournirfgy and of making a difcreet and decent 
nfe of thofe fad opportunities of reflexioOy which 
God, mercifully fevere, is plcafed to' put into 
oxjr hands. 

But I am prevented in this part of my difcourfe, 
by the pipus defign of this prefent aflembly ; You 
jire already doing that whjch I fhould recommend 
to you from the text ; paying the tribute of your 
tears tp the memory or one whoft worth you 
knew, and whofe lofs you fenfibly feci '% apd be^ 
availing her, under the different charaflers fli« 
Jrore, of a wife, a daughter, a r^latipn, a miftrciin 
JL friend. 

All, therefore, I have to do, on this occafion^ 
}s to fall in with ypur pious grief, already raifed, 
f,nd to bear a part in it, by dwelling together with 
ru a while pn the character of that incomparabto 
,idy, whcfe death we lament > by uniting, as, 
Yff^U %s I ajn aWci th? fcatt^rcd part? of it, and- 
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;reoeilIiog: to. your thottgUts at onctf the feveral 
excellencies smd p6i^fe£tions of which it was com « 
pQied : which made her beloved andreverencc4 
by you while living, and will make her mfemoi-j^ 
ever dear and defirable to you, now fhe is dead ; 
and v^hich raifed her above the greateft part of 
her fe^c, much more than any outward marks of 
rank and diftindtion. * ' 

. It is now, after her deceafc,.a fit timetofpeafe 
of her in thofe terms of refpo^ which ftic deferv- 
^d ; for in her lift time fhe would Hot fuffer itT 
and took fome pains to avoid it ; hiding as man^ 
pf her virtues as flie could from publick obfcrVa* 
tion, and fo behaving herfclf in the praftice of 
fhofe fhe (Sould not bide, as ihewed fhe had v\6 
mind to be told of them : difcountenancing, a^ 
(ar as lay in her power, that odious and defignin^ 
flattery, which) through the wickdd fafliion otj 
^n iofinccrc world, is now thought to be a kind* 
of cuftomary debt due to her fex, and almoft a* 
neceffary part of good breeding. 

But though the living can feldom be praifed with: 
decency, yet the daed certainly often may ;' efpe- 
cially fuch of the dead, as liad a very unufuaf 
degree of indifference and unconcemedn^s fof^^ 
what wasiaidto their advantage, while they ivlere ' 
living. 

There is a publick homage due todefcrt, if we' 
take a proper feafon ef paying it ; and the mini-^ 
f^ers of the gofpel, who are entrufl^d with fo ma- " 
uy methods of.pjwttnotiiig piety in the'World, are,^ 
among the refl, cntrufted witV this, cff/gMng' 
honour wher^ honour isfifue : and of truly reprefent-^ 
ing to the miodsK)f men. fuch. ihinlng patterns of 
■ . . virtue. 
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viniiQ asrue moil lilad^toei^agKnbdlr antentiM^ 
apdp|x>volte thdr imkacion : It i^cHir^iGamcdh^ 
^Il4-panicuIad^etopkl7alem. to praift God ^ aiid 
& d^hy no dolitw, . in fome-meafiire alft> ib^folfi^ 
^ u^ CD ptra^ diofe that are likb Hifit« 

And DOW' how fliadl renter upcaftb^fe fifukftil 
argument i Whatparticalat^of hercoitt'|>reliehSv^ 
chara£^er (hall I firft chufe to i^fi^ on^ ? Let u* 
determine ourftlves to'begin' there wh^re- flie al- 
W^iys beg^oij lit hei* deVotibnti Ih thefe'^"^ wai 
was. voy {mil£t»al and reguLu^: Mc^nhig and 
evemog came not'iip more coifftaiftly iiiF cl^if 
courfe^ than her fta^'hmfK^ of private pj«a]fer| 
whkh (he obferved not fbrmaHf, as a tdlky bti€ 
returned to <bem always with'deiii'e, d&l^^tj abd 
cagerne& Sfarirouldon nockcJifi<ki-difif>&l^'«iRiiB 
ierJelf ffokn payn^ tkiitdacf^ im bt^ktafty n^ 

2 onumm dctidbhtof Bfercptdd divert li^ fiHSttiltir 
be efteeftied j£ her great honcUp ^ and' hiq:^dQ^ 
1^ attoid upon God; and: file- r<^dlted tb'fiiS^f 
kiiure for that^. fok* ^ate^er' elfe' (be* m^f^ 
want it; 

Hoiif AebdiaNredlidfdf iia^tbdlb feCrcf li^iai^' 
i)£tion8, rbetween God and li»f^T^W f^, i ^ 'kbvWn'* 
toHbn alone \rhom aiewt3%Atpi}>ed^> Bttt, if ii^e> 
iBayvgiiei$:af her privacies by v^biat^wks^ft&nf oF 
her in puUic, we may be ftire, that fhe wa» fbll* 
of faumHiff/ devotions and*fei?Ve«^5 foir'fd^Ac 
XiOnaFkably wasalwaysi dtiring^thetiitftedf divine* 
fgrvic^. Her behaviour was^thed vc!l^detbut and- 
folem ny and yet the moft deceM^^ . eaSifi and - uii-^ 
aSeAed, that could be ; tbere^ was 'n^hiA^ In it* 
ejther negligent artd loofe, or ext^^agant and" 
iiniin^d : it was tl^ougbowluiEhi^ a»^d^eUtfr6d ir-* 



ibl£.t»>t tdbetfejicorkof:dxepaffiaiis^ faBttorflpni 
from the underftandiog, .and :f com aldearkaovH 
ledge .of tiie:tRUBe'grQunds /andjptiiuxiplos 4xf^dut 
ker reafonaUHb-irice. .^ 

Thxs;knowIedgeIbeattau]edh7.eariy:inlbi3£tiotUy 
bympcfa'treafliag) iad joieditation (to wblich ihe 
appeared f roqi 'lier>ctiildlKX>d to b^LaddiAcd) aii«^ 
gvie tneikave to.add» by a veiy di^gent aod «acaA 
kttencbincc ooajthe leilbos:ofp»tyii^ick were uc^ 
tered ifoom thepnlpit; j<rhichin0 one .praAiftd 
better, becaufe no one dslighttd in, iifikei^ed^Ot 
or ronfideved noore. >FQr at ^efeij^rforrnaaaces 
Ihe was all.2Kttefition, ail* ear.; ibetepc her heart 
£ated and intern Qaa30s>holy vork^ I17 keeping faiar 
^pft from irandxing* 

It sras her imisrovtune indeod, that the 'exem* 
slafindA of her faohavioxtr jcaUed, oSiSat eyes of 
Jeveodttiobferve it ; but more her iand'didrmi^i^ 
Corfiune, that, xvhen they had ijsen it, and ratkfieil 
jbeir coriofity, .tUBjr.d]4^not go^on aBb to iinkaii 
4t. Shis [o&on expr^flbd her ^fatisfaQfiDQ at than: 
indecency of carriage which unniverfaliy prevaiti 
ia our chuBches ; aoui wondered that they diould 
jbe tmqft t:artle& iof itheir behaviour toward^ tSod^ 
,wh6 aik m6£t fciliptilouflyinice in exaid^QEg and 
faying ail the littk decencies that are iaxdk ^Okori^ 
kaen. ' ' t 

Wlien dieliread of life was diftribnted, flie wat 
■Bsae to beidkere, a devout and ne^eivfailing com* 
jnunicant ; i^nd the .firi£lneft of *her attention^ 
and the reverence of lier behaviour i^ere, if k 
3rere fdSpMe, raiied and inrproved on thofe oc« 
cafions : The lively Image of a crucified Sayipw, 
ahett eiihibited, coaUT ni^t but make 'veiym^ing 

impreffioni 
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imprd&ons on a mind that abounded with fo much 
pious warmth and tendernefs. 

Books fhe took plcafure in^ and made good ufe 
of} chiefly books of divinity and devotion ; which 
fht fiudied and reliihed above all others^ Hiftory 
too had very often a fhare in her reflections ; and 
fomcumes fhe looked into pieces of pure diveriion 
and amufement, whenever fhe found them written 
in fuch a way, as to be innocendy entertaining. I 
tieed not tell you, to how narrow a choice fhe 
W^f by this means, confined* 
? But of all books, theBookof Codwasthat, in 
which fht was mofi delighted and employed ; and 
which was never, for any confiderable tin%, out 
of her hands. No doubt, fhe knew, and felt 
the great ufe and fwcet influence of it, in calming 
her mind, and regulating her defires, and lifting 
Up her thoughts towards heaven, in feeding and 
fpreading that holy flame, which the love of God 
had kindled in her heart, and which fhe took 
care,' by this means, to keep perpetually burn«> 
ing. 

When fee met with anything thert, or in an)r 
other pious book, which would be of remarkable 
tifc to her in the eonduft of her life and affairs^ 
ihe trufled not her memory with it \ not even 
that excellent memory, which fhe fafcly trufled 
.with thihgs of lefl!er moiilent \ but ihimediately 
committed it to writing. Many obfervations o£ 
this kind fhe hath left, drawn from good authors, 
but chiefly from thofe facred pages ; in coUedting' 
.which, whether her judgmeht, or her piety, had 
the largeft fhare, it is not eafy to fay. 

The paflages oEHoly Writ. which fhe took 

notice 
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hoifccpff i^crc indeed commonly ifuchi Srf related 
cithci* to the concerns of her firfritual.eftate, o;^ 
to matters of prudence r btit ^t appears alfo that 
ihe fpent fome time in meditating qn thofc placed 
trherc the fuMimcft pdints of* Cnriftiaii doftrinfl 
are contained, and in pbflcffing herfelf with t 
deep fcnfe of^ the wdnderftil Ic^a of God toward^ 
^s, manifefted ip the mjrfteriOus work of our rc-» 
demption ; for (he had fomething more than what^ 
fc the' language of this looft ag<f; is called,^ iady'^ 
Migt^n. ' She endeavduited to underftand thd 
g;reat' articles of ftidl, as well as to pradHfe the 
good rules of Kfe, contained In the gofpcl | 
and fhe fenfibly found, that the befl way to 
excite herfelf to the praftiec of thebne, wa3 td 
cxideavdur to underftand the otfier. 
. And itt thr* book of God flic was mora pArtx- 
^ulariy^dnverlant on God's da^^ a day ever held 
ftcrcd by hei-, arid \^htch therefore, always iri 
her family. woiSe a face of devotion ftritable to thd 
dignity of it. It was truly a day of reft to alt 

Jind^* her roof: herfervants were then difmifled 
rditi a gdod part o^ their attendance lipon her^ 
Aat they itilght be at liberty to attend on theii' 
great liord arid Mafter, whom both flie, and thcyi 
wert equally bound to obey. There was fuch a 
fltence artd folemnity at that time oblcrted by all 
about her, as might have become the hott/i ^ 
mourning ,- arid yet fo much eaft and ferenity Vi- 
fihl^ in their looks (at leaft ?n her looks there was) 
ds fliewcd, that they, who were in the hp/tf of 
f^^fti^i ^^^^ rtoi better fatisfied. Tlius did fhd 
prepare and difpofe herlelf for the eiijoymerit of 
that perfcft reft, the celebration of that endleft 
Vol.. I. S Sabbittb, 



Sabbatlw wKick flic is^jiow entered upon; tl^if 
did ihc praiUfe befpre^hand upon earth, the dut 
ties, the devotions, the cufton^, and maimers of 
heaven. 

To fecurc her proficiency in virtue, ihe kepi| 

tnexa£t journal of her li£^ ; in which was coq« 

gained the hi^h]^ of all her spiritual affiurs, an4 

0^ the feveral.tums that happened in her ibul; 

A true, naked, impartial h^ftory ! and yet (wlucfe^ 

feldom happens in true ones) fuchan one, wjaerc^ 

the peribn defcribe4 is not charged with many; 

blemifhes and failings* Alas for us, that U)4 

thread of it was no longer continued f 

. In this glafs fhe every day drefled her mind^ 

^ this &it^£ul monitor ihe repaired for advic€^ 

and direction \ compared the paft with the prGi^ 

fent, judged of what would be, by wh^at )iad been^ 

obferved nicely the feveral fucceffiv^ degrees 5>^ 

iolinefs ihe got, and of human infirmity 4ha 

fliook off; and traced every fingle (Up fhe ^ooki 

{)nward ii^ her way towards heaven. 

: One would hay e imagined, ^ that fo x^\}^ eacad«r 

xicfs and feverity i^ private fliould h^ve aff(^4 

a. little her pubUck actions, and difcDur|cs^^oc^ 

liave flidinfenfiblyinto hercanri^e \ .andyetno«» 

thing could be more free, AmpI^ an^ najturaW 

^he had the reality^ without the outfidq aodihow^ 

of ftriAnefs all her rules, aU her performances: 

fat fo well and graceful upon her, that they ap^ 

peared to be as much h^r pkafure as hef duig^ t 

She was, in the midft of them, perfcftly ea/y -tq. 

herfelf, and a delight to all tha^ were ^Jioyx her ^.^ 

ever chearfvl in her behaviour, but witiial ever/ 

jcalm and even, her iatisfaAiOQ, like , a deep un^ 

tiCQuUed 
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doubled ftreato, ran On, withotit any of that 
violence, ornoHe, "which fomctimcs the fhallow** 
eft pleafures do ihoft abdtind in. 

However chearfui and agreeable as flic was, 
yet fhc never' tarried her good humour fo for, as 
TO fmiic at a prophane, an ilUftaturcd, or an un*. 
toiannerly jcft ; on the coiitrary, in her hrghcfk 
mirth, it made her remarkably grave and ferious. 
Sh^ had an extraordinary nicety of temper as to 
fl3i the leaft approaches to faults of that kind, and 
Ihewed a very quick and fenfible concern at any 
thing, which ihe thought it did not become either 
her to hear, or others to fay. 

True piety, which chiefly coniifts in an humi- 
lity and fubmiffion of mind towards God, is at- 
tended alwisys with humility and goodnefs towards 
his creatures ; and fo it was in this excellent lady. 
Never W2^ there a more deep, and unfeigned, 
ihd artlefs lowlinefs of mind feen in her rank and 
ftati6n : As far as flie was placed above the moft 
df the wortd, ihe convcrfed as it were upon the 
level Withal of them; and yet, when fhe ftoopcd 
Ac loweft towards them, Ihe took care even at 
that time to prefcrve the refpeft that was due to 
her from them. She had fo much true merit, 
t'hat fhc was not afraid of being looked into ; and 
Aercfore durift be femiliar : And the eflTeft of 
Aat famifiarity was, that, by being better known, 
ihe was more loved and valued. Not only no one 
of her inferiors ever came uneafy from her (as 
fiath been faid of fome great ones) ; but no one 
ev^r went uneafy to her ; fo aflured were all be- 
A>rc-hand with her fweetnefs of temper, and 
obliging rcccptioir 1* "Whetr fhe opened her lips, 
* ^ . S a gracious 
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gracious words always proceeded from thence, 
»rid in her tongue was the laiu of kif{dneff. Her 
rcfcrvednefs, and love of privacy, might poffiWy 
be mifinterpreted fometimes for an overvalue of 
herfelf, by thoie who did not know her ; but the 
leaft degree of acquaintance made all tboferufpi«> 
cions vanifli. For, though her perfedlions both 
of body and mind_were very extraordinary, yet 
ihe was the only perfon that ieemcd, without any 
endeavour to fecm , infenfible of them • She was. 
It is true, in as much danger of being vain, as 
great beauty, and a goodniitural wit could make 
her : But fhe had fuch an overbalance of difcreti^i 
pn, that fhe was never in pain to have the -one 
feen, or the other heard* Indeed, this waspar^ 
ticular to her, and a very diftinguifhing part of 
her charaAer, that flie never ftudied appearances, 
nor made stny advances towards the opinion of 
the world ; being contented to be whatever wa» 

Kod or deftrving, without endeavouring in the 
ft to be thought fo : and this, not out of any 
^edled difregai'd to public efteem, but merely 
from a mpdefty and cafincft pf nature, which 
ipade her give way to others, who were more wil-» 
ling to be obferved^ /pd yet ihe had alfo her 
hours of openncfs and freedom, .when her foul 
eafed itfelf to familiars and fin<.'ndsf apd then out 
the good ireafure of her heart what ^ood things did 
fhe bring forth ? And with what delight was fho 
liftencd to by thpfe who had the happinefs to con- 
verfe with h^r ? So that a doubt it is, whether 
fhe were tcicx^ to be admired fqr what the did, or 
for what fhe did not, fay. It was wonderful 
ib^t owe, wbOj lyh^n ^ pleafed;, could dUcpurft 
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fo fitly andf^^ frcjcly, Cbould yet chiifc to be filcnt 
on fo many occafions ; and it was furpriziog tbat. 
flie, 'who was fiich a lOvcr ot filencc fliQuld, 
\^henevcr fjie fpak,?* charm>aU tbat heard her.t »« 
^ AVe may be iure, thaj, wh^ift ihe thus com^ 
Vnanded her tongue, fhe kept as ftriA and watch* 
fulaguard upon her pafiions; thofe efpecially 
of the rough and troublefome kind, with which 
fhe was fcarce ever feea to be difquieted. bhe 
Jcnew not what the diibrders of anger w^re, eveq 
pn occafions that might feem to juftify, if not to 
require it ; As tnuch as ihe hated vice, ihe chofo 
rather to look it out of countenance, than to bb 
fcverc againft it ; and to win the bad over to the 
fide of virtue by her exaionple, than by her re* 
bukes* 

Her fweet deportment towards ihofe who were 
is'ith her, could be outdone by nothing but her 
tendernefs in relation to'the abfent; whom ihe was 
iiire to th^ik^ and fpeak as well of as wps.poiQ- 
ble : And when their chat^Aer was plainly fuch^- 
9$ could have no good colours put upon it, yet 
file would fiiew h^ diflik^ of it no otherwife than 
by faying nothing of them. Neither her good-*- 
ijf ature, nor her religion } neither her civility, nor: 
ijer prudence, would fuffcr her to ccnfure any- 
Qne,:|,{he thought Aie biid enough tofdo at home*; . 
in that way, without looking much abiX)ad ; and 
therefore turned the edge of all her rcfledHons' 
upon herfelf. Indeed flie fpared others as much 
a^ if fhe had been afraid of tliem, and herfelf as 
little, as if fhe had had many faults that wanted 
mending : And yet, it was becaufe fhe could, af^ 
t^r th^ fevereA fcrutiny, find no gre$it harm in 

herfelf. 
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iKfMf, Aat' file dould tbSBttchc brought td fufpeft 
jmy in odners. 

r Her co&irerikti<kiii»g^, f^ fhi§ reaibn, teeth 
to warn fettiewhat of that fak and feattnefi, 
whscfathe ilh^tiacured'part of tke world are fi> (bnd 
cf; a want, thatihe could ^fil^ have Applied, 
would her priftc^les have givjbn h^r leave : but 
lier fettled opioion was, that the good xiame <^ 
any one was too oke aiid ferkm^ a thing to ht 
played with ; atul that k "Vi^ad, a-iboliih kind of 
mif th) which, in order, to diitert ^fome, hurt o* 
dierB« She could nev^er brttig herfelf to think, thai 
"the only thing which gave life and fpirit to diA 
courie, was, to have femebbdy's faults the fubje^l 
ef it ; or, that the plea&re of a tifit lay ih giving 
up the company to one another's fport and ma*^ 
Kce, by turns. And if thefe^re the fchief marks 
of wit and good'breedingi it muft be cohfeficd 
fiiat ihe had nekher. 

With all this goodnefs^ gen^tlefe, and mee1e-i 
Bcfsof nature, fiie had at the fiktde time a degi^e 
of fpirit and firmne^/ unufuat ki her Tex; an^ 
was particularly obfct^cd to have a \^biiderfuf 
prefcdce of mind in any accident of danger : for 
iimocence and courage are tacatty allied, tfnd even-; 
in the fofteft tampers, where the cwie of thefe b* 
in perfedion, there will add n!iiift'be a good'de^^ 
l^ree a4 the other. - 

Shall I fey any thing of that' iilnate rhbdefty oF 
temper, and fpotlefs purity of heart, which (hone 
throughout her whole life and converfation ? A 
<(uality fo ftri^ly rcquh*cd of her fex, that it may 
be thought not fo properly commendable in any 
of them to have itj as infamous to want it. How^- 

cver, 



tbQr«.«r^ UDi^jx^mon beigfaits^dfiddcgrAcs) audit 
y^95 tho pamcult^ h^pjpme;^ o£thii£idy remi|i^ 
iiiLj to«^Ql in leiE^cjr vktue that betooged to heri 
even in thofe, in wliich Chriftiatniof tbn Ibweft 
«iuhim^u do m fomc degree txcoh 
\.iihaU I^ddj tb»t tUslove of pnrky was. tbe 
Wttfey why flie.1^niih^ ib^&lf irOflL tliofis pvbs 
lie divtx&om of the Kmr n,* at wiuchvit^nas. firarot 
^offibly lo be prcfeni^ withfintheariog iixnewhac 
tbtt woundfldehafte csars; toidvftr wliichy fliA 
fought, RQ Amends could-ibeinad^ to whtmhf 
any degree of wit^ orbuisourj withwhidi, pcm 
hapf } they ilfugbt otbcrwife abonnd i Thefe good 
ipiiticies^xjhe ki^ejir^ fervedoniy to recommend 
the poifon, and make \it'^paSatabIe}.and^ ifaero* 
ioott^ Ate.^^ttgbt ,at m (uoce of fferviee to «ther 

Coipk {who wight, I p^baqs^ be inAibnced' b^ 
r feMttkfUc) tot ibind' ^^9 thoogh: fbc faerfdii 
^vere kmHd frcim tl^e mfie^on.' This, xpnrftionA 
kfsy WAS i^M s«irQa of hpr aUowiag hsrielf ia 
ihofe dangeffousieneei^tainmemv fo fparittgly f but 
it wBfi but QOi'of Mpaaf : iUk had: really nekhcik 
zridtfb nflr.kiAiikfoi; liuem ; ndr for a thouijBid^ 
i[dief :.thiiig%./wbicb the. iwoaddiviifiiah pl^dredt 
Not th^t (he wanted naixtndiy a tafie fturomytthiii^ 
of diis fatnd^ ibp hfer apprehenfion wn^fine^ iscbd 
bcrwk veiy good^ aivl very ready at cominandy. 
Mbcnever^ie.plea&dta eiLcrciieir: But fte 'back* 
Uutned h^r thouj^uaib mach towards dus^ oft 
xgk t^d tfhpoiiftapsre, tUir matters tif imn ple«M> 
fore; grew! flat .aiad indiSerectt to her; Siie wasl 
fo taken tqptwkh.thecaax^^of knprovm|[her-im^' 
derftabdmg and facneni^ ho; iife^iia^ thediCn^ 

charge 



t44 JD^rJk^ibiDMh Wiu.Wt^ 

charge of theofficeBinecciflkfy to htr rank, ia tk^ 
duties of her cloiet, and the concerns of her fm« 
nily, that, flie found, at the foot of the ftceouar^ 
hut little time (and had lefs mind) to g^ve in co 
thofe vain, amufements. 

She did not thiqk it (as, I fear, it is n>o ofteift- 
thought) the peculiar happiidefs and privilege of* 
the great, ta have nothing to do' ; but toolrc^ri^ 
to £1£ every vi^cadt minute of her life with ibntet^ 
ufeful or innoccat ^^mploj^ent^ Thcf feveial' 
houcsx)f the day had their> peculiar liuiinefs allots 
ted to them (ivhether it were converfation of. 
work, reading or domeflic affairs) each of which- 
came up orderly in its turn ; and w^s, as the wiie^ 
inan fpeaks (to be fure, under her m^nagemens 
it was) BiMUt^uiin iu /efUbn* i , 

. And this regularity or hers, war free and na- 
t^ral,; without formaCty or cpnftrarnt; it was 
tieithfif troublefome to her^ nor to thofe ibat were 
near her : When, therefore, any siccideot inter- 
vened,' it was interrupted at that time with aft 
much . eafe as it was at other times pra^lifed : 
foriamongall her difcretionary rules, the chief 
was^ to feem to hav^ none %. and to make thof^. 
flie had kid down. to herfelf give wjay always to- 
circiimftances and occafions* 

She wrought with her own hands often, when 
flie could more profitably, and pleaiingly have 
employed her time in meditation, or books : .but 
ihe was willing to fet an exaxnple to thofi?, whoi-^ 
could not; and fhe took care, therefore, that^ 
her example ihould be well. foUowed* byallthat- 
werie ; under her immediate influence: for ihe 
kticw>well» that the defcnption of a good wiflas^ 

and 
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i Hand a j^crfcfi woman in the Prcruerh (a defcriptibn 

i ivhich (he much delighted in, zxid often read) was 

f • fpcnt chiefly in commending that diligence by 

1^ which " She looketh well to the ways of her 

KoplhOld» and eateth not the bri^ad of idlenefs i* 

f And fticknew likewife alfo, that theperfon, whole 

ti woi d^ thefe are did to be, . was no lefs a woman 

i thiui the toother of king Le^mcl 

\ .Diligence and frugality are €%kcH: and ilhei 

i therefore, who was fo. well acquainted with the 

. one, was not likely to be a ftrac^cr to the other« 

She was ftri^ly careful of her cxpebces ; and yet 

.knew bow to be generous add to abound, whea 

/ th^ QicafioA required it* But of jiU wap of good 

. management/ ihe liked that the worft which (huts 

^ oui:^ hands to the poor \ towards whom ihe always 

ihe wed herfelf svery compaffionate and charitabfe« 

,' of the other delights, with which an high fortune 

; furniihcd her, ihe was almoft infenfible 5- but oik 

. thi9 account ihe valued it^ that it gave her an 

J oppfort.umty of. pucfuing the ~ fcrcral pleafures o£ 

: beneficence^ and of tailing all the fwcets of weM- 

. doing. ''She delivered the poor that Cried, and 

' the fatherleis^ and him that had none to help 

, him I The blefling of liim that was ready to periih 

, cdme upon her and ihe cdufed the widow's heart 

IQ fing**' Very caiy,- furc, will this maj^e hef 

ftuditAttbiJ great day of account j that charity 

wili, doubdeU, be allowM to fcreen her few infir« 

; mities and f aulu, which is of great efficacy lufficient 

to cover th$ multitudi of fins ^ 
^ In the cxercife of thus, sind of all other vlrcue^^ 
flie was wonderfully fecret \ endeavouring to comci 
i «p) as nelr 99 ihe couldj to. the rule of 7^0/ letting 



^4fi JJOytoKrJkmtteBfUfti 9n%u.VL 

^her rMi kmn^ kmw what her left haniJSd^ And 
this iecrccj of hers fhe manaiged fb well^ that 
fomc of the moft remarkable inftancea of her 
g(X>dncfii were not known, tiU after her death } 
'BO» not bj him, who was partaker of all her joys 
tad forrows. 

Retirement and privacr Aiealwajs lored-, aiid 
therefore choie it, when, after the death of a near 
;reladon, who had die care of educating her, Ihc 
was at liberty to have lived od&erwifc. From thac 
time to to her marriage, which was more than 
diree ]rears, fhc hid hen<df in the country ; having 
. an early and iettled aver£on to the n^e a:kid in* 
' conTcniences of a town»life ; and too little an 
o^nion of herfelf, to think, that it was fo mncb 
the intereft of virtue and religion, as it really wa% 
that fhe fhould be known and diftinguiihed* 

When, afterwards, ihewenttO€OQrt(asitwis 
neceflary for her fometimes to do) fhe did it with 
an air, which ^bofAj flicwed, diat ihe went to 
pay her duty there, and not to delight herielf in 
(he pomp and glitter of that place. Had ihe go^c 
thither foon enough to (ee that good and glorious 
Queen, who Was the ornament of it, and of her 
fcx, fhe had been taken, we may prefume, into 
her intimacy : for their minds were nearly allied, 
sind their charaders and manners, and ways of 
life not unlike % allowing for the diiSerence of 
nations. ' 

I need not, I cannot well fay more of her: and 
if, therefore, I have fallen fhortof her chara^r 
fas I am fenfiUe I have, in many parts of it^ 
which are here mentioned, and in others, which 
are fiittkft untouched). I4cfi»s> du>fr particular 

1 .^dkfcfti 
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I defedss may bd ftip'ptied from this ^cncraTaccbnat ; 
B that flMt did not a liftle refcmble her, who was the 
t paxt^n of all that is good and Amiable in woman- 
ii Mttd. 

f Whether (he had this excellent pattern lA her 

^c, I am-iiot able to fay, when^ foon after her^ 
i marriage, (he declared to fcveral friends her' 
r chbnghts,' thit' every woman of quality was as 
I much' more obliged, ais fhie was more enabled^ 
[ than other wotnen, to do good in the world ; 
sriid that the 'fliorteft and fiireft way of doing this 
vrdiS^ to endeavour, by all means, to be as good 
a Chriftian, and as good a wife, and as good a 
friend, as was poffible. , 
. She; endeavoured to be alt this, and (he fell not 
ftf ihOTt of it : for fhe excelled in all the charac^^ 
t6rs that bfeldnged* to her, and was, in a great' 
sfteafure^ equal to all the obligations that fhe lay' 
under: She was devout, without fuperftition; 
ilrlft, without ill-humour ; good-natured, with- 
otitwe^knels ; chearful, without levity 5 regular, . 
ii^tht>i]t ^afl^^ation. She was, to her hufband 
the beft of wives, the moft agreeable ofcompaai* ' 
ohs, and irtoff faithful of friends; to her fervants, 
the btft 6f HMftreflcs ; to her relations, extremely 
rtfpeftftil ; to her inferiors, very obliging : and 
hf all that* knew her^ cither nearly, or at a 
dtft^nce, (he was reckoned, and confefled to be 
' OB'e of thebeft of women. 

* And yet all thfe goodnefs, and all this excel- 
l^ee, was bounded within the compafs of eigh- 
tafn years, and as many days : for no longer was ' 
, ftie allowed to live among us. She 'was fnatchcd 
^ixt of the world as foon almoft as (he had made 
T 2 . her 
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her appearance intit; like ajewdof hi^prke;.« 
juft mewn a little, and then put up again ; : and 
we were deprived of her by that time we hadc}^ari^- 
to value her. But circles maybe complete, tho* 
fmall ; the perfc^on of Hfe dorh not coo^ft in 
the length of it : if it did, our Saviour to b^ ftire 
would not have died fo ifoon after, thi|ty. . 
. Short as her life, was, ihe had ^^^ enough, to 
adorn the fevcral flatea of yirg^ky and marriage; 
and to experience the fadnefs of a kind of widow* 
hood too : for fiich ihe accounted it, when her 
lord was long ' abfcnt from her.; mourned as 
XTiUch, aod refufcd as much to be comforted, till 
his return. - 

As her life was ihort, fp her death was fudden; 
She was called away hi: hail^^ and without any 
warning. One day ihe droppedi and the next 
ii^c died ; nor was there the difference of many 
hours between her being very eaiy in this worldy 
and vei7 happy in another. 

However, though fhe was feized thus fuddenly 
by death, yet was ihe not furprized ; for il|e was 
ever in preparation for it ; /n^r loins girt (assthe 
fcripture fpeaks) and her lamp ready trimmed, and 
b' n.irg: The moment almod that fhe was taken 
ill, flie was juft rifen from her knees, alid had 
made an end of her morning devotions, :A nd to 
iuchan one a fudden deatH could be no misfor« 
tunc. We pray, indeed, againft it, becaufe few, 
very few^ are fit for it j and the chprch is to pro- 
portion her forms to ihe generality of Chriil^s: 
jPjit where a good foul is in perfcft readincfs, 
there the fooncr the fatal ftroke is flruck, the 
b^itter^ all delays in this cafe, arc uncomfortable to 

the 
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B -'Jn truth; flie could not be called away more 

i - KaiHly; than (he was willing to go.. She hid been - 
li mied lb much to have hsr converfation in heavrn^ 
^ antl her fotil had been fo often upon the wing 
thither, that it rcacfily left its earthly ftation upon 
ij the leaft notice from above; and took the very: 
m fipft opportunity of quitting her body, without 
y lingering or expeAiiig a fecond fummons. She 

f ftay^d no longer after (he was called, than tu af- . 
J fure her lord of her entire refignation to the di- 

J vine will 5 and of her having no manner of un- 

eafinefi upon her m^ind \ and to take her leave of 
, hkn, with all the exprcffions of tendcrnefs. When ' 

I this was over, fhe had nothing more to do with 

\ herfenies; fhe funk immediately, under her ill- 

ndsj andj after a fhort unquiet flumber, ilept iii ; 
peace* 

Thus lived, and thus died this excellent lady, 
whofe charafter I have fo far reprefented, as nry , 
time, and the meafure of fuch difcourfes as the{e, 
would fufferme; and endeavoured to renew a ' 
faint knage of her fcveral virtues ^nd perfeftions 
upon your minds. I have done it in a confufed 
manner^ and without the nice divifioiis of artj 
for grief is not methodical : It is enough, if I have 
been able to fet before you fome refemblance of 
her, tho* I ihould not have done it after the beft 
and livelieft manner : When the life is gone, a 
pidhire drawn even by un unikilful hand, hath 
its ufc and vahie ; and thofe who loved what it 
doth (however unequally) reprcfent, will be 
touched at; the fight of it* 

Yott 
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EatK been faid, in various manners, and in d^<^' 
ierent degrees, as fovr relation to her , W9s near- 
er, or remocsr; as you knew tnore^'Or lefs oP 
Ker. But you do not mourn ^alone^ va^otwij 'living? 
there are, that do now/ and many more there 
ai-e who fhall hereafter, when her charaAer hath * 
fpread itfelf, ./ay i^ /e heart. The world hath; 
had a lofs, as well as you-j True vilrtue-and^piety't 
have fufiered in her faU ; and all, therefore^ chat * 
have any regard for thefe^- ihall bear a- part with '- 
you m your rori;ows. " 

The true fervantsof God, {ksiUhy it to hefirff - 
whb,from their fouls defire the incr^fe of religi'- 
on andgoodneis, and know the powbr and in* 
fluence of fo iweet, fo wionlngl fibt pejrfea.-a pat- ^ 
tern as was fet by her \ who prontife4' thedifelves *' 
a mighty countenance, >aod*theworld*ftrs(ngr ad- 
vantages, from her exemplary lanAity and good^ ' 
nefi. 

Tteythat mmi/?^ in My4hltfgi yfiaiayit^r 
beUrtf to whom 4ie rep^^8dr*^^'^o ^^^h'con^^ ' 
fikncy and feraoufnefe,' to heai^ the divine braclcr ' 
explained by them, andttoei^q^QiMthe knir at c 
f Keir mouths. They twill c^ilfidei^ what- an help- ' 
er and f urthercr of their pious'la^uils they* have ' 
loti^ and how much more}lfelds andtnefiedual* 
iheir. difcourfes are now likely to^ be, than they ' 
were heretofore, when fhe eacotil*aged thoffeex** ' 
er^cifcs by her prefcnce, and taught- othcrfe to at- " 
tend, by the ftrift attention ihe herfelf paid to 
what was faid in them. In whatever congrega- 
fipn flic appeared, fhe fecreily raifed«^nd ira'prov* 
^d the devotions of the pl^e» every day^of her 
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fife preached up gbodnefs, as efibAuiQjr>$ the 
jnoi^ rational and moving feripon. 

Tlic enquirers intotlic methods unfl tnyftn^ics 

;<rf divine providence v^ni iay it to h^art. Whj^ 

'Jwill they fey^ when God bath ipoft work to do 

In the .worfd, i^ one of the bcft and nxdft feUhfdft 

^inftrumcms of his glory caHcd out of it f ' Why » 

^e fnatched away from u^ at ^ time when wfe 

could leaft have fpared her? when iniquity anil , 

*irreligion run high, and piety is in danger, of 

growing out of fiUhign, and Qjit pf cQunjteoajape? 

'Why, in fiich a junifture, \s this good l^dy ^ak^n ? 

And why arc ft> many of her fcx, fo iinlike hejj- 

-left ? Is it ininercyvto her, or in judgment to ust 

Is it becaufe flie vras too good to live herjs, or bc^* 

caufe we were too wicked to djpferve her coni- 

pany ? ** Bighteous art thpu, O Lord, when wc 

{)iead with thee; yet let us t^lk with the£ of thv 

-|adgmehts I T 

Her domeftics w*^ hy it to hearty whoip. {kh 

* Ihone upon always wifli'afingular goodnefej wh^p 

-were near witneiles of* her moft retired graces 

and virtues; and hadthebeft opportunities o3f 

forming themfdvcs upon her admirable model : 

and who wffl now (alas !) be deftitute of hci* 

'' example and encouragement ; of her fweet adviclp 

' and gentlereprpbft ; and wifi be left to live upon 

that ftock qf-virtqe, which hath bfien happily laiji 

In by them, that meafbre of goodnefs which thcjr 

'have already derived^ from attending and ob^ 

fcrving her. . " 

Finally, the poor will fay it to hearty whofc 

bowels ihc refreffaed^ and whofe waQU Oxe relieve 

'''*■" - • -- . ^ - \"'ea'j 
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cd| and was ever didr iurc refiigc and fiipport^ 
their kind and merciful patroneis auid fneiuL 

• Buty above all, her reladonswill iay it to be^n\ 
thofe, to whom ihe was moft ncaxlj joined bf 
, blbpd or! love \ and who had a more partkmlar 
intereft in all. her , virtues; Th^ -willlay their 
hands on their breafts, in the day ^ mdverfityy ^sA 
€onfider^ How have we offendeo, that wre are thos 
grievoufly puniihed ? and which of our nii/carri- 
ages is it, that this heavy infliction is intended to 
reform ? 

This is the wifeft and heft ufe that can be made 
of fuch folemnities as thefe ; not, bj the means of 
them, to excite our truly pious and CSirifHan 
grief to an immoderate and unchriftian degree, 
cor to forrovj as men without hope s but to tdx 
occaiion from thence, to fearch and enquire into 
ourfelves ; to learn the meaning of theie divioe 
admonitions ; and, after we' haver interpreted 
them tFuely, to refolve n^n obeying them. 

The deceafed pcrfon, whofe lofs we deplore, is 
lappy without queftion : Happy will the living be 
alfo, if they thus wifely, thus cffedually /ay tt to 
heart/ It is better^ doubtlefs, t9 go into tbi hovfi 
§/ mdurningi than into the houfe (ff feajlingf tor 
Upon this conditiou, that we come better out 9* 
the one, than out of the other : That we leave 
our vanities and ourvices behind us ; that we lay 
afide our affeAions towards this world, i^id OP' 
inditfcrcnce towards another^ that we put ^ 
lioly and hearty reiblutions of bei^^ even now, 
what we fliall wifli we had been hereafter, wi^/* 
the fatal hour approaches; and of Uving the lif^ 
of this righteous ^peribn, that we ta^jMe her deat^ 

\Q0\ 



,^. Jj^et; m s^um i^urfclvcs, that tjhc l^eft way of 
doing *^n^u^\t|Qi;^er.jqf:f^ be^ ^hy making 

Ixer fbara4^er JJ^I.lvvc in ow li^cs ajid addons 1 
xh^,4ic trpdl ia|):aQ£6 pf our^ove^apd cfteemof 
her Ui; to . endeavour ,tO, he ,Ukc her : . for thu$| 
w^ fhall even add fomd {mrther degrees of KappU 
Deis ai^d l;i<pj(i.our to the yaA reward which flic if 
already eiltided .ijip f vand ihall make the crown of 
gloiy, Ac U to..\|ric^^ bright; as it. will be, yen 
brighter, m the day of general retribution ; Till 
^heA (^in^^ t^e.ipipuJ^y fuppofed) the taint? de« 
parted ar^iibi admittip^to mefuinefs of joy y that, 
jn the mean tiipe, tne mflvience o( their good 
examples ahd' goocT deeds Tpreading far-and wide, 
that too, when their accounts are made up, may 
be taken into them \ and the fitnefs and propof'^ 
tionablenefs of their exceeding great i'ecompedce, 
then beftowed, may be manitefted in the ilght Ot 
angels and men. 

Wherefore, lift up the hands that hang Jdii/n 
and the feeble knees ! Think not fd much aiid (b 
long on the ineomparable chara<5ler of the deceaf-* 
ed, as to forget the true ufe you are to make oi 
this affliding accident ) and to neglefl thofe good 
illlprovements under it, which the wife and kind 
infliftor expe<Ets at your hands. You have paid 
your laft rdpedbs to her, be not now wanting to 
yourfclves ; but Gird up the bins tfyour mtndf 
and be ye comforted ^ 

The cortfideration of what Ihe was, whitfh afflJ(Jh 
you, fhould much rather ehear and revive you J 
Had flie not been fo good a womauj you would 

Vot- L tJ with 
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miA more reafim have 1)ewa3ed her. Bbt whj 
ihoold 700 continrqe to fhoam for ohe, ^whoiB 
entered upon a ftate of imfpeakabic joy ? wbj 
Ihottid you <be deje^d at Her a4vanceinent i 
. She b gone to the place where all t^irs are 
iHped from her ejes^ where there is no tikyti 
death], nor forrow, nor crying : She is 'gpne^ and 
ber works' have followed, ixkd will foYlow hety to 
Jier great and endiefs advantage. Qod 'grant that^ 
when we alfo follow heri we ihij do it vHdi h 
Uttlefurprize^ andasmudbchbtrrolnefs'! * 

Tf him. Father^ Son, And W^'fyCUJty be a/crthi 
as is mofi duf^ aH Jfonour, jidoraiihn, ^^4 
Tkuiksfhow^und/ar Airl 'Attien. 
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BeiAg^e AtkuWer&rf <br the RefloratUm of 
' kkig Cmarlbs the Second. 

The Wifdom of Providence manifcfted 
in the Revolutitnui^ of Govenunenc* 

EZEK. uxTiL> 

jtnd if /aid unto me^ Sm of Man^ can theft BofUi 
liv^s t And lanfiuired, LordCod^ tbouhnowejl. 

TH ES E Words are part of chat vifion of 
^e valley of bones, wherein the prophet 
Eukiel doth, in a very lofty and lively manner, 
fetput the ioil and hopelefi ftate oil/fael^ then 
U z under 



^bfihil£4f l9ft ^tcs,a9K)>ki0g4o]»s^ and deliglns 
^ to.naaifeft b^i pp^er aad prpi^idcncej ia r^ 
«* ttidvjsigthi^iii frojn, ruii^r ^Jw?i> they as iocapsi. 
<< Ue of .T^ftiisiitipp, bf.4Ui huiQaa mcaas, as dead 
^f and dsy boocs are of r^Qvering tbeir vital juice, 
^ and being. Qompa^d a^in into a living body." 
A fubje^W fit every .wa) to. emplpyqur thougfitSy 
jdt a tiai«»' in wbicb wc are cailfCd . upon t;o cpoi- 
ffnco^oxate a Rcvsptot36a> as Au^ifing in its m^n- 
tifiT) as. haippy 19 i|E^ cpafequcn^es, as full every 
i/raj of wonder, andof all theniari:s o| a cUviae 
$oiilrivance> as an^; ag^or coi^icry (evetv this 
COuntffy. itfelf, wjjdcb hati^ expNerienced fo many 
and great viciflitudes). <an Hiew ^ and which, tho* 
jpkced in our annals «^t iqn(if <H(lance frp;Ex\ufy 
icann0» '^t be fojcgottet^ Vf. ys j, ^ Ipng as w^ feci 
jibeanftMncei and ix:ap tiiiO b^j^ofirs of it ^ thati§, 
^8'long as regal govertunienc^ and the free ufeof 
tparUanients^ cbc prpf^po of God^s |:>ur$ f^ 
gi(^ and tbe enjoymencpf pur anciei^t laws ^&^ 
liberties! (hall continue il^>ong.u&: Aad) if it cap 
he ^rgptten, with the lofs of thefe only, thene 
JS' no good Kngli/hntan but >irijl.%. May tbiQ o^q- 
morjr of it Silvrfxys flonri^ ] 

Give me leave, thqrefore^ ^o lay before ypn 
fome thoughts conceri^ing the wifd^fn pf diyii^ 
^ovidenee, in interpofing fp particularly to bring 
about thefe mighty une^p/e^ed turns of &u^i 
jwhich it dpth, doubdefs, for imny yf'4^ reaipns» 
known only to that In^nite Mind ^^ich ftepfs 
nhe eourfe of fuch great actions : However, ^me 
dhere are, that lie open OFen tp pur aarrow^p- 
^fmehen&ons. Andy 
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a: Jji-Odudrij^fuch,ftiriirffing' events, ih dfttcrtb havfe 

tnowledgirtf; ^whJch' would* gprric^rto'lic f6rjg;C)t. 



JK tte, did-^c Am, by" fonic rpSiHkiblri IpttaiicS 6t 
fli liU* imerjbbiSiticn^ fn hdnian 'afi^Irs, raire iA'eta if^ 
^ iit^fit times, into a^Tltety^Tid vigorous fenfe of It. 
gi tliough we know, ' that We live, ' rclo^t, ^andliave 
( 6tirbefng5n'GQd, diit'wc are ft;^ 
t ftkym^nt tn^fiUipciwer, and toiidaaed'in alf ipiii* 
J 4A!oii 'bVlli? 'iticrHiig wififlbhi 'ihd Vooihefst 
a fet A<^1mprrt]^'^hid!i^ii Itrio^ledicVVnik'^ 
I ijiori'our iuilids,'5s«yd|: fentt, ahd ii ^iiictly efJ 
^ fi^ced. 'His'c'dDttihTiig Iriflxifcooes m tms'cafe' a^^^ 
I ^ ifbcrct and fp dffficHilt to be diftitiguiftied frp^ 
f the working'bf dattir^tand ifcibf kl tiufcs,^^tl^at'i*c 
ioti tb6 apfto i^ft in jVhe edfcempliatitin of thefc; 
wjjth^Jiit any /ccotrrreilor tfrdft 5 ' kbd 'to rrfoTyeitlr 
Aatmpjetis td^u^^iri^oTiif* dwtf cdhc'ems. Into tbc 

r^recfiii t&c"^rtkterltiid Wdfd'ptibHc jtrafafaftioft^ 
^f IKc' woitd;'*Wli)^ri%^ jgo bn in fuch' a'ni^nfafci' 
as tp ibbk'likeiW cffdfts of 'Kum^n foFefight 'anrf 
cbnitrivante,'"wc ttce apt^o'ftbp fliort in our' rc- 
&kiBtt^iijpbrfdiiebii^^itfi6tit.<!:arWingcKit'th6b^^ 
im to'^thiat'^tii^ffiUlcliand,' wfckh' fields th^vaft 
iftachhic, and dh'efti alHts fj[)Vihgs knd 'ttidtiohs.; 
Si&ciihe 'fifheyy/kil ifjlief>{ fttd the fcbffdrs in St. 
Pher^^M thing) iimunu^ as ihey ixfer'e ; ahd tKcjr 
were ttsuif to infer,' therefore, that 'all things 
wenton'tirtfiimftlves, without 4 fuperior p6wcr, 
or^iiifluence,, to controul iWitn. *But. if lien the! 
p'eat^ft^ne.of gbvettiniciit fe ffiiftcdiU at oricc?,, 
akd dhctaufb, that vifibly cbutribute^ td 'thfe p^ov 
■ i duQioa 
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duftion of this cfic£^ bear no proportion to it | 
then we look out for others of a more extended 
force ; .we perceive a divine providence interefting 
ftfelf in our affaixf> and adore the Jbotfteps of it^ 
liVhen thefe natioioa} judgments or mercies of God 

ire ftbroad ip the earthy the inhabitants of it tviil 
'am rigbieouptefs^ And that lefibn of divine 
irifdom t$en learnt^ will be applied by them to 
Other circumftancesy and on far different occa- 
iions. For when once a true priac^le of pietj^ 
s|pd of a religious dependence on C^oH is duly ex- 
cited in US, it will oper^tte beyond the particular 
cflufe from whence it fprang, .and giv^ a gederal 
turn and tendency to all thoughts and reflexions} 
as one wife rule of behaviour^ deeply imbibed, 
will be ufeful to us in hundreds of inf^ances^ and 
fpread its influence throughout the whole courfc 
iod conduA of our lives and aAions* 

Since, therefpre, we are To apt to. forget G6d\ 
admihiftrktion of the great afi^iirs below, when, 
they go on evenly ap'd regularly, h^ is pieafed, I 
fay, by awakening notices, • now and then tp put 
us in mind of it ; to prefent to our view fbme 
aflonifhing revolution of ftate, like a glaring 
comet, hung up in the air, whofe extraordinary 
Appearance and irr^gulac mpdon fliall fooner lead 
our thoughts up to the author of nature, and^ 
imprint a deeper aw^of him upon our minds,- 
^an the fight of the Ivhple hoft of heaven, in, 
orderly array continually moving round us. 

Indeed, fince the age of miracles ceafed, as it . 
did^ when the tcftiipony ]pf the gofpel was fully, 
fealed^ the chief way, in which God hath been, 
j^icafed . to . give exti:aoA*dJnajry in<lic,atiQns of his 
. * * ' ' " power 
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power and providence, hath been by fuch Jtgni 
fifihe tifnfStfuch, woniiers of government as thefc ^ 
which were npt calculated, like other miracles^ 
for any particular purpofe or period ; but have 
.be^ in.the i^orld as lopg as kingdoms and nations 
^ave been, and are to lafl together with theco^ 
And this fuggefb to Us alfo^ a 

2/f Reafon of^ God's intcrpofirtg fo reniarkabt/ 
in the iliddeh deprefling or advancing of king* 
doms and ftates, becaufe this conduces to th|} 
mani&ftatiori of his political juftice, or of that 
ifulq ,of a£iing which he obferves, as the great 
Governor and Lord of th6 world, towards! public 
bodies and communities of men ; and which is 
very different from that by which he punifhes tho 
fins, or rewards the virtues, of private perfons* 
The juftice of his dealing with particular men 
xnay be mani^efted here, or hereafter, as ha 
.thinks fit; for their duration is eternal : And 
fliould their fuccefiful crimes, or tinmerited 
afflictions, be winked at in this world, itfufiice^, 
if fuch irregularities are fet right in another. But^ 
as the fbcieties, and combinations of men, which 
'are of a fhorter date, another rule muft tak<3 
jplace ; they will at length be loft diid fwalloWetl 
up in the kingdom of the Lamb, and be madd 
6ne fold under one Shepherd, otie people under 
one Lord, and Head, Chrtfi Jefm : And, therd- 
fore, the juftice df God's adminiftration, in 
regard to fuch communities, muft be manifeftcd 
cither here, or not at all, For which reafon, I^ 
fay, and that the manifcftatioh of it may be the 
more glorious and worthy of him, he fometimcs 

VoJL. L '' X turttf 



turns about the affairs and fortunes of (fates \tk a 
• Terv wondeHul mmhcty and ihakes himfelF t6 
he i^nowit to be the *^ itioW Hl^, tKat ruleth ih 
•« the kingdom* of men,** Dan. iv. 17. 

And from this notion of Grod's governing ^ 
^litlcal jnftke, we may give ourfelves fbme ac- 
count why temporal felicity ahd calaniides zte tb 
often fpoken or, and make fuch a fi^re in the 
Writings of Mefes^ and the prophets : For, under 
that difpenfsition, God's mefienger^ addrefled 
themfeltrei to the y^K^r generaHy, as to anatfetf^ 
or civil body of meh ; and fiirred them up to 
Virtue, theteforc, Or d^fhbrtcd them frorti ttce, 
by fuch motiv^i as were pfop^rly applicable to 
Aatesaindcammunkie^. Whereas, In the gofpel, 
IHre meet but^^tv pallage^, or inftrtiftions 6f thb 
kind ; the prei^epcs of it bdilg chiefly deigned to 
improve the moi'als, and J*6gulate the behavkyt^ 
6i private perfon^, aod to advance theli" virtut 
td a degree of perfe£ti6ti, anfwerable in fome 
in^afure to. the gracibus dilcoveries theh flrft im- 
parted to them, fiut, as to the cbnduft of Socie- 
ties, or of particular members in relation to theot^ 
lijttle is faid \ becauTe the dodlrine of the law, ahd 
the prophets, w^ fo full in that poiiit, that therfc 
was no need of repeating ledbns, there fd ofteiJi 
inculcated, ahd 1)6 room for improvidg tipo& 
them. 

For this rearoa, among others, thay tire mp» 
#ofe, that the Jiws Were fo remarkably feparated 
^m other natioib, and^ept fo entire withif^ 
themftlvcs, by the eitpreft ebmniatadi of God, 
sand by a fence of ihany peculiar rites and cere- 
monies \ and th4t the h^Ory of the. various and 

firange 
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Jdrapgc yicilBmdcsi tjaiejr uiidcrwcjitj A-Qnji their 
ifirft er^flioo into a peoplCf 4pwn jtp their fin^l 
[, cxcifion, b fo punftually rcpftr^cj mi tranfmit- 

^, ted to us '9 that we xit^ight ia theaiy as in the glafir 

of providence (if I Daav fo fpeak), diftipftly fee 
J 4II the feyeral vays and p^icthods of Go4^s dealing 

^ With great ftates and k:{ngdoa)S, ^ be fyllv in- 

j jftruftcd in the rules pf his wiiiig, or (dcpreffin|, 

I - profperine^ or punifhing then^ by the interpoQ* 
I tion of a aivuoe power, as yifiWc almoft as tthc 

'':virtues, or vices, that occafiones it. , But, 

I 3<//^, It may afford us a ^rth^r account pf 

thofe unexpcAed turns of ftate and deliverance^^ 

inrhich the arm of God brings to paff, if we coi^* 

'^fider of what ufe they arc, to baffle the riiiftake;^ 

|><dicy of mcnp apd to difcovcr the vanity and 

rcmptiaers of all thofe pretence^ tp a deep and 

confuipn^natie wifdom, which the falily-wife of 

Ithk wQr\d pleiMc theinfeiye^ in, and v^ve thecn* 

iejves upon. '/ ' 

Mpn of ability and experience iji great affaiog, 
i^hohave been lon^ at the helm, h^ve hit oft ia 
their con^edures upon things, ,aa4 have been very 
profperous in many of ^heir proje^, are apt at 
laft tOjgive chemfelvjcs the honour pf their good 
.luck, and to grow vain upon hj faying proudly 
in their hcait, according to the elegant exprefioDS 
.of liaiah, '^ By the ftrength of my hand I have 
done it, wd by my wifdom for I am prudent ; . 
$md I have removed the bounds of the people, 
^nd have robbed their tre^fure, and I have put 
down their inhabitants like a valiant man. And 
my hand hath found, as a neft, the riches of the 
people $ and as one gathereth eggs that are left, 
'S. 2 have 
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have I gathered all the.earth ^ and there was none 
tbatmoyed the wingjOr opened the mouth >or peep- 
cdj'lfa.x. 13,1 4.Thus they adore the goodly fchemc* 
hy which they brought all thefe thingi to pais, and 
reckon upon it as Aire and infallible^ for the fu- 
ture J when neverthelefs, it hath this one terrible 
defeat, that God is left out of it : And therefore} 
Jie gives them often a convincing proof of the 
folly of it, by unravdling all their meafiires at 
once, and blafting all their undertakings, and 
bringing about a new fcene of things, through 
unheeded, unfufpc^ted methods, which they could 
pot forefce with all their fkill, nor prevent by all 
tlieir prudence, that fo ** the wife man may Jcam^ 
pot to glory in his wifdom, and the mighty man 
not to glory in his might : but he that glorieth 
may glory in this, that he under ft andeth and 
knoweth me ; that I am the Lord, which excrcift 
loving kindnefs, judgment, and righteoufncfi in 
|he earth ; for in thefe things 1 delight, faith the 
Lord," Jer. ix. 23, 24. Were it not for fiich 
furprifing revolutions of affairs, which difappoipt; 
the devices of thefe crafty ones, and make the 
heads of the ableft and moft experienced lookers 
on, giddv at the fight, God would, in the opl- 
juon of many of his creatures, be fhut put from 
the government of the world, and the honour o( 
his cpnduift would be devolved upon fome of the 
pnean and fiibordinate inftiumcnts of it ; thofc 
poor infefts that fit upon the wheels of ftate, and 
Imagine ihcmfelves tote t?<5 authors ofallifs 
fnotions, and able to cheeky pr to quicken themj 
ntU^wpleafyr^ 

TbcFe 
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There is yet a (4^'-) gopd ufe, to which theft 
."great national changes are fubfervicnt (thofc of 
them, efpccially, a\ hich carry a people at once 
from the extremity of bad, to the height of good 
fortune \ fuch as. that we are now met to com- 
inemorate) and it is this ; That the belief of them 
tends to create and encoyrage a national piety, 
and a public avowed dependence upon God, in 
the greateft extremities. For, when once men 
are firmly perfuaded, cither from the experience 
what they thcmfelves have felt, or from the af- 
furance of what hath happened to others, that 
no people can be reduced to fuch a wretched and 
forlorn condition, but that the good providence 
of God may, and will, if it ftcs fitj come in to 
their refcue and deliver them 5 evfen without hopc^ 
and againft hope : I fay, when this bpinion is 
once fixed in men$ minds, it introduces prefently 
a public ftee of religion amongft them, and com* 
mon endeavours of expreffing their common truft 
and dependarice upon God 5 and it ties them to- 
gether by the ftrifteft bands of fraternal love, 
aniity and union. Of this the Jews are a very 
iignal and inftruftive inftance, under their feve* 
ral captivities and difperfions; where, tho* they 
were loft to all human hopes of recovery, yet, 
having an affurarice of the known favour and 
protcftion of God towards their ftate, they per- 
iifted in the ftrength of it, to wait for, and to ex- 
pert their deliverance; and had, at thofe times, 
inch a true fincere fpirit of piety ftirring amongft 
them, fuch zeal towards God, fuch Imanimity 
amongft themfelves, as they were utterly ftrangers 
fo^ upon other occafions : Infomuch that tliey, 

who. 
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lAOy mbfn at hfunc, iinder die froe eajoyment 
pf ^beirtc^ipl^i-woHUp, were prone to aJI ipjia* 
jKT of idolaoyf wh.en fcaiteDcd into the lapd cf 
jdob, wt»ere they liad the ien)pt;ation e%er near 
jhco), and before their eyes, are pbferyed never 
/Oncc to have comply^ with it And this very 
jprincifle it )^ that ftill fopports and animate^ 
/theviy undrr this their laft and great diiperfiom 
J^ps thein fUil rigidfy addided to their ritcs^ and 
^fXoUtj coipbiped among themfelvjcs, without mix- 
ing with any of the nations an^ng whom^ they 
^well $ ynder the hppes, thait God wjll^ yet onc^ 
jmure, as ht hath oftep already done, make banp 
jiis holy ^m in their hch^lf* and reftore the loft 
fia4^ f>i IfratL Naw, .even we ourielvcs, wlip 
^e now ipet to worship ppd» wcr;? yery bbejy ap 
inftance pf ti^e efficacy of.fucb perfiiafions ;^ 
fheie, towards railing i^ a difplute P^or^ intp 
All the heights of an iioiverfal and undiuembiqd 
piety. Por when in the late hour of diftrefs an4> 
4aiiger, our conilitution jn chiu-ch and ftate was 
juft ^i^ii^g under us, ^nd the two greateft evib 
fh^t beknig to human natune, the oppreffion of 
s^v liberties^ and of our conibiejaces^ were ready 
fo overtake us, ;ind no human help ;hat we eould 
^)ien ice, was near ; how yet did our bdief of thp 
pyer-ruling power of God fuftain us with thie 
hppes that he would, in fome way or other, own 
Aur caufe, fupport our finking ftate, and work 
put pur falvatioa for us? /^nd how were w^ 
wrought upon by this confidence, to turn to him 
^kh the utmoft unanimity and earneftneis? What 
42^eal did we then exprefs for the pure religion of 
iChriftP What reverence towards his priefts? What . 

Io?c 
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g love torrt^rds 6flc ahctHdt- f Whtt gbdd refolti* 
^ tions did we take up ? .What folemn vows did w6 
J Ittakd of iiiiti^ itnf^ermy to dtir hd^ prtftfflon? 
irtid, I bcfieti*, fiAce?i-fcty nitfaht (tHo^ bf dui- bW 
hiifioiif Alice, dftfe t^btiM ftarcc thiriK, if^e medrit) 
to ^HbiTn tBtitt J^ Hof^* wdr^ otf r ehuipctci thrti 
ititd With eMwds 6^ Wdjffllipptfrt ? Oar altar* 
faiYdtihded bjr tttrtifual 6iaiHbert of dtivttut cbtti^ 
itiutiitant^ f Hcr^ ti^i^ Ul r^nB aiid co^ditiotil 
»f men ttidti retriii'kstBte for thdt- pfcty and ferfi 
ihifhefe ^ as rfetharkabte ate tbe^r a(rd libw for theii* 
fcdiferdnce ainfd proft^efi^ Dbubtlefs, thtf adi 
t!rfefl*^s wd thto ttWdc to CSod M I'elief, if ere ^ci 
tliated and dniivcflcd by a rcfleaibii oil thd fur* 
prifing bteffitigsr irf thfe day i tnd ^€ #ei-e crfc6fn-' 
tagedtd hoperfi^t God, i^heriiad ontcf htf otS 
»oiiderftflV fcftoftrfccf otir ddrirtlttrtldit, flveii wherif 
k Was Idrt, #o1ild bfe jJreXrkiliJd* wfth klfo, bjr i 
fitneljr aprpUdatlbti, <6 fif^fe^e it fVoA i«uiii Ancf 
tocthiftfci, therctof-e, otrriatOrdelivefaticd flibxiM 
ifOft Mafce tfca tbtrnt^t {dtg6t\ when the 6fttf 6t 
khefe w^ the fouWclatfdrt oftitt sfititip arid oW* 
faining tht other. HoW fctiow We, whai rieed Wj 
Aiay Vet have 6f fefreatitlg to fach ci^QdcntibMi 
Sind foritf;^ittg oiirfclves With a refleitbti oii fytH 
«he6i&fag!tig preeedertts as th^fe? Arid we do WeJ^ 
fher efbre, to cfierlAt thfe ftiertiory 6( tHtttt. 

iThat we xAtf db fb, give me fcate, iA edWptfi 
iWtc with the defigrf of this day add this iflcmWi^ 
ferfefiy to let before you, Firrt, Hie gre^neli 
tod extefi< bf that public bkflSrig fat Which wd 
ihihk oiirfiflves obliged fdlori^ afterw^d^ td {^a]^ 
par j^ublie thinks ; ind then (What itif te^t tiior^ 
j^sttktlai'iy direfU ifii« td) the e^r^rdir^ty atid( 

furprifing 






furpiifing manner in which it was conveyed to 

The bleiting was of itielf vaft and comprehend 
£ve } for it took in all that was valuable and dear 
to us,. either on a religious, or civil account; and 
refettled a ruined church and kingdom on that 
firm bafis, on which they ftood, till violent and 
wicked hands removed them ; and on which may 
they {land for ever f ^Tis natural for men to 
think tha^ governipent the beft, under which 
they drew their firft breath, and to propofe it as 
fi model and ftandard fot* all others, fiut, if any 
people upon earth have a juft tide thus to boaft^ 
^tis we of this iiland.; who enjoy a conilitution. 
wifely moulded, out of all the different forms and 
kinds of civil government, into fuch an excellent 
and happy frame as contains in it all the advan«* 
tages of thofe feveral forms, without iharing 
deeply in any of their great inconveniencies. A 
conditution, nicely poized between the extreme^ 
of too much liberty and too much power } th^ 
feveral parts of it having a proper check upon 
each other : By the mtans of which they are all 
reftrained, or foon reduced, within their due 
bounds : And yet the peculiar powers, with which 
each is feparately inyefled, are fute always, in 
dangerous conjufhires, to give way to the com-^ 
mon good of the whole. A conAltutidn, where 
the prince is cloathed with a prerogative, that 
enables him to do all the good he hath at mind 
to; and wants no degree of authority, but what a 
good prince would not, and an ill one ought not 
to have : Where he governs, tho' not abfolutely, 
yet gloriouflyi becaufe he governs men apd not 

flavcsj 
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' flayes ; tnd is obeyed by them chearfully, becauft 

i' they know that, in obeying hiih, they obey thoib 

' laws only which they thcmfetves had a fhare fn 
k contriving. A conftitution, \vherc the external 

t government o( the church is fo clofely interwoven 

ii -with that of the ftatc, and fo cxaftly adapted to 

i it, in all its parts, as that It can floufifh only, 

I ' when that flourilhes ; and muft, as it hath always 
f * hitherto done, dddine, die, and revive with it« 
r In a word', Where the intercft 6( pritace and fub* 

i jcft, prieift and people, Are jpcrpctually the fame; 
( and the only fatal miftak^, that ever happens h& 

I our politics, i&, when they are thought to be di« 

( vided. 

3 It is bbjeAed indeied to this admirable moddf^ 

r that it is liable to frequent ftruggles and concuC* 

r fions within, from the feveral interfering parts of 

-It: But this, which is reckoned the difeafe of Olir 
conftitution, may father be tkought a mark df 
Its fduodneft, and the chief fecurlty of its contl* 
' nuance. For 'tis with governments cxa6tty con- 
trived, as with bodies of a nice frame and texture i 
where, the humours being 'evenly mixed, every 
little change of the proportion introduces a difr 
order, andraifes that ferment whic^ is neccflary 
to bring all right again j and which thus pre* 
ferves the health of the whole, by giving early 
notice of whatever is noxious to any of the parts : 
^ Whereas in' governments, as well as bodies of* 

coarfer make, the difeafe doth often not begin to 
fhew itfelftill it hath infected the whole rnkfi^ 
and is paft a cure ; and To, tho* they are dlfor« 
dered later, yet they arc deftroyed much fooner* 
Accordingly we know that, under this difadvaiif* 
Vox. I. * . Y ug€. 
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tMt^ tf k be oiie> iivtr cohftitytion t^atli libw laft« 
^cd i^retty entire throuj^h owiyage^: For» ex« 
!c^ptW£ t^ fl^ort. iDteiTuptiio>]i;» ^nick Conqueft 
^ gave (wiiich, . however^ iftve, not been either to 
,^[ian7i or iagrteat^aii feme. would m^e them) 
It hath continued jnych the fftme^ in ^e main 
parts and branches of iv fitom the learlieil timps 
pfour 5'dX(m apceftors^ down to thefe days. A 
clear proof,, that it is s^ ^[Qv.emineQt fiiited every 
'>raifr to our temjper^ .and to our dime ; that jt tf 
TCrtefily made tor ps» and we for H : And that 
]tod, thcr,^fore, never puni&es us more ibrely, 
"than when he deprives us of it for a time ; <nur 
ever , cpnfeFs a greater blcifii^ i upon n% ^laa 

Vhen .he. reftprcs h-rr 

As h^ did, on this happy day; when^ after the 

jconf^fions of! a iQng ciyil wari^ attrtded'with the 

^dejUruftion of an. excellent, church, the murtber 

of a gracious prince< and. the grievous tyranny c^f 

i)ur Icllpw fub]e£t;f, hq wgs pleafcd at length to 

.give \i9 back agJMP, wh^t we had (6 lightfy d^o- 

jpartcd from,, Qur old. EngUjb government anil 

taws; and, together: with them, what we before 

nbpaftcd of in napxc only, the true liberty of • thp 

Jubjeft, and the; real freedom and honour of pac- 

riianK;nt8^ And to <hisi day, therefore, we owe 

l^n the benefits wc have .^cc jcapcd from the 

>cgal adminiftratiop, all me jpeac^,. plenty, aiA 

Tiappincfs, we hav^ eiypycd^ or our poflcrity at 

^ter ys^ihall^njay, under it> . - . ' • . 

'' To the influc^fe of this, day it is owing^ that 

*:we have, npw At the head 6£ our troops, and ov 

councils, a prince, whO;haxh'hy>pily joined to- 

fiClbeir the atfemea^ martial and p^litk4\'vir- 

• " tuesi 



tues,; and knows as wdl how to govern a (rcc 
people by their own ia>^ and cuftoms, as to corn- 
ihand legions : Who, Whether ib the cabinet or 
ih the field; is fltli equally in. his fpherei and if 
always indifferent, thcreifore, either to war or 
rieacc, any* further thart tie one, or the odier» 
QiaH conduce to the gddd Of 'his people^ and chci 
general intereft of mankind. 

Nay, te diis day it is' owin^ Thar that great 
alTembly, before which I ftand, are under the/ 
aufpicious condiift of Our prince, arbiters of xhd 
fate, and governors of the balanbe of Europe t 
That their refolves have as wide an influence, as 
the firmed leagues and coiifederacies ; ahd theij> 
very counfels are more formidable than the hoftile 
grrepaEtibns of others : Sd that they, who lately 
felt the weight of the Engtijb arms, will1>e afraid 
6f entering upon fufch meatbres as may awaken 
your refolution of once again' taking them up i 
ikying within themfelves, according' to the expref* 
fions of the enlightened patriarch; Judah is a 
Si9n\s wMpi be hmtb gone upfront the prey^ He 
Jlooped dtovm^ he eouched as a lion^ and as an old 
Son ; Who /ball route b'iifi up ? Gen. xlix. 9% 

The blefiing, therefore, we* commemorate, 
^as great; and it was madd yet greater by the 
way in which God wa* pleafed to convcv it to us : 
For he did k in Aich a manner, as to mew, that 
He was the fole Author of it, and that it Iprang 
not from human wit, or contrivance. He did 
ft, after our forefathers were reduced to extremi- 
ties, and had tired themfelves by various attempts 
to bring this great end about, and had been 
baffled in all of them^ and fat down at laft in 
T z defpair 



171 T^heWifdmofProvidgpuirnanifeJied l^ER.VII. 

defpair of effe^ng it. Then was it tin^e for him 
to appear for our redemption^ and to give himfelf 
the glory of it. All was darkn^fs about them, 
without form, and void ; wheh the Spirit of 
God moTed upon the face of this abyfs, and faid, 
•* Let there be light, and there wa$ light :" And 
both God and man '* faw that this light was 
^od '^ the One, rejoicing ki his own gift \ and 
the other, bk61ng and magnifying the Bcftowcr 
cf it, Tis true, the reafoners of this world, who 
love to folve every event, without any recoui^ 
to a divine ppwcr, will be ready to point out 
fever al caufes, which helped forward this end, 
and fmoothed the way towards it. But though 
there were many fuch, y^t, it muft be owned, 
that all of them put together were not of force 
enough to produce the effect ; nor, particularly, 
to account for that univerfal bent and inclination 
of ^e people of all r^inks, intcrefts, and opinions, 
which, upon the 6rft opening of this wonderful 
fcene, atpncedifcovereditfelf^ and which could 
proceed from him alone, who hath the hearts of 
all men in his hand, and turnctb them whither* 
foever he lifteth* 

Alas ! When man is to influence man, in order 
to bring about fuch mighty changes as thefe, the 
work goes on but flowly. 'Tis hard to unite la 
griy comnion meafures all the feveral little fe£Vs 
and parties, into which a nation is crumbled \ 
tlieir interfering interefts, paffions, and prejudices 
will obftj'uft the beft-laid defign : What it gains 
jn one place, it will lofe in another ; and never, 
but by the intervention of a fuperior power, fuc- 
eeed univer ftHy. But when God once comes into 

fuch 
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rt ftich a work, it ripens apace ; all obftruftiohs* 

^ plrefendy ceafe, all difficultils vaniQi. Ai thc^ 

ic tops of corn bend tliis way, or that, before the^ 

^. wind; fo are the various minds of the multitude^ 

g fwayed and inclined by the inward breathings of 

J3 bis Spirit. 

n It is worth obferving, therefore, in the vifioft 

g of MzfkUif from whence my text is drawn, how, 

jK even after ** the finews and the flefh were come 

,j " up upon the dry bones, and the ikin had co- 

^ •* vered them above," yet ftill it is faid, that " there 

f, •* was no breath in them j" and flill, therefore, 

. the prophet is commanded to " prophefy to the . 

I •• four winds,** and did bid them " breathe upon 

I '^'thofe flain, that they might live :" And then, 

f and not till then it was, that " the breath came 

[ ** into them, and they lived, and flood upon their . 

i * ** feet, an exceeding great army/* The meaning 
of which is, that in every fudden revolution of 
ftatc, though there be many vifible difpofitiaps * 
^d caufes, that concur to favour it, yet ftill the 
laft finifhihg turn is always from God ; who ani-» 
mates and invigorates the whole deiign, puts all 
its parts at once into motion, and removes all' 
impediment^* ' 

Thus he'eflTefted the deliverance of this day; 
by op>eninp at once the eyes of a deluded people, * 
fhewing them their true intereft, and infpiring 
them with unanimity and zeal to purfue it ; and* 
in order to it, allaying their mutual heats, leflen- 
ing their prejudices, and foftening their averllons.- 
" The wolf" he made " to dwell with the Lamb,' 
*"* and the leopard to lie down with the kid ;** that. 
b, the moft o'ppoilte tempers were brought to 

tonfpist 
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2n(biiv peaceably, in this great event, the.moft^ 
vided interefts w'ttif reconciled in it : And even; 
tbcjr, who were prepared to prophefy againft it,; 
were yet, by an-over-niling influence, determined' 
tp pronounce a blef&ng ; and forced, as they^ 
looked on, to take up their parable, and fay, 
<< God hath not beheld iniquity ia Jacob, neither' 
•* hath he feen pervei-fcneft in Ifrael ; the Lord 
•♦ his God is with him, and the fkout of a King' 
"^ is among them. God hath brought theoi out, 
*^ of Egypt ;' he hath, as it were, the ftrcngth- 
** of an unicorn. Surely, there is no inchant-r, 
''ment againft Jagob,. neither is there any divi-. 
•* nation againf): Ifrad : According to this time 
*'itfhall be laid' of Jacobs and of ifrael, Wha^ 
•• hath God wrought ?". Numb, xxiii. 2 1^ 1 2, ?3^ 

SJnce the work, therefore^ was, Hjs, let-usgiv^ 
him the praile of it ! Even as we doj, by this fbiemt^ 
appearance : falling low on our knees before bi$ 
i^otftool, and faying. Not unto us, Lord, mi 
unto usp nor unto our Forefathers, ^ut t/into thyi 
fiame j^tve gf-ry t for thy mercy and for thy tr'utb*S 
/Aff/Ph\ cxv. I* for thy mercy s /ike, which in- 
duced thee to give fo happy a turn to the affairf 
of fo uniefervTng a people ; and for thy trutk>*s 
/ ke^ which thou intendeft to fecure and re-efta* 
blifti by the means of it. 

Let us pioufly afcribe this, and all our delivcf- 
ahces to God, and all our calamities to ourfelves i^ 
acknowledging the one to be as properly the con* 
it quencd. of our fins, as the othe other is thC: 
refuft of his unmerited favour and go6dnefs. An4 
Jtt us from fuch furprizing events as thefe. whitl^ 
have coafciTcdlY fuiuediing divine m them, leam 
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to lift up our thoughts above material caufes , and 
^ to infiru^t ourfelves in all the amazing leflbns of 
j God's governing providence | by which he holds 
^ the baUance of nations, and inclines it which way 
he pleafes \ fo that ** all the inhabitants of the 
' earth are reputed as nothing to him, and he doth 
^ according to his will in the arn>y of heaven, and 
^ among the inhabitants o^ the earth, and none 
! can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, what doft 
' thou ?" Dan, iv. 35. 

' And this he now performs by the adminiftratioa 

' of the Man Chrijt J ejus ; and to whom immediate* 
ly upon his refurre^ion, he gave all power, ia 
heaven, and^in earth \ and whom, upon his ■<fcint 
' jnto heaven (the holy fubje£ts is alfo of this day's 

iblemnity) heinftated in the full ppflefBon and exer« 
cife^of that power \ declaring him King of kings^ 
and Lord of lords. And, indeed, *' Worthy is 
the Lambthat was (lain, to receive power, •and rich- 
es, and vnfdom, and ftrength, and honour, and 
glory, and blefilng. Therefore, bleffing and ho« 
Hour, and glory and power, be unto him that 
fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lambj for 
ever and ever 1'' Rcv« v. 12^ 13. 
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S E R M O N 

Preached before the Hanourabk . 

HOUSE of COMMONS, 

AT 

St. Margaret's, Wcftminfler, 

Od Wednefday^ March 8,' 1703-4. 

Being the Day of Her MAjEiTt** Happjr 
Accei&on to the Thromb* 

The Duty of Public Interceflion and 
thanklgiving for Princes. 

I TIM* ii. I, a, 3* 

lExhoft, Thatf frft tf all^fuppHcationf^ fray if t^ 
interceffionsj and giving cf thanks bt thnde for 
* mil men : for kings , dfid all that are in dvthotity g 
that we may lead a quiet ani peaceable life, in 
aU godlinefs and hmejiy : for this is good and 
acceptable in tbejight of Cod 9ur Saviour* 

THERE was nothing by which the enemies of 
Chriftianity endeavoured, and hoped fo 
touch to retard the progrefc of it, aS by repre- 
~ Vol. I* Z ~ fenting 
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fendng to princes and nikt» that the propagatiool 
of this dofbine tended to fbbvert their govern* 
mcnt I that the fpreaders of it, where-ever dtcf 
came, excegdingty troubled cities^ and turned tb$ 
nufprld upfe^ € down. It beho^ *the ^oftles, therp« 
fore, to guard againft this objection with all U 
snaginaUe care* As thej knew, that the great 
work, in ^hich they were cmplojed, was not; as 
yet, to be promoted, or countenanced by the 
powers of tnb worW i £o thfy pefolve^ tp give 
them nojuft ground, or colour to obfiruAit: 
and wifely, therefore, took all occaiions to de- 
clare their abhorrence of fuch as defpi/ed dominkn^ 
md/pahe' jKod if fignitUsf Jude 8. fre^endy 
prefled upon their new conyerts the duties oipzj* 
mg tonmr^ and feoTf and trihuU to die higher 

Cmers fas being tie or£naneg efCod} and of >iri^ 
itting ihemfekf£s to them^ not only for wratb^ 
kut dlfi for confcience f^ke. And, for this rea/bn^ 
it may be prefiimed that St. Paui introduceth his 
inflxuAions to Timothy^ th£ new bifhopof Ephe- , 
fus, by exhorting him, thaty in order to a due 
difcharge of his high truft, he fluhild << firft of 
all,'* or, aboye (dl things, tak« care, that ** iup* 
pUcatipns, prayers, inferqeiCons, and giving pf 
thanks be made for all men i ef^ecially for kipgs» 
and ail that are in audiorify^ 0iiit we may lead a 
quite and peaceable life^ |n all godlinefs aDd.ho-> 
ncfly : For this*' fays he, " is good, and accep- 
table in thefig][it of God, our Saviour.'' 

Th^ exhortation hath a double afpcA, on man- 
l^ind in general, and on princes and rulers in 
particular. I ihall coniider it, with regard to the 
Utter of theft 9^1yf for nr hpfe iake th^ apofUe 

^cms 



V feeiDf chieflf to hsM made k; iSsd trndsr tUl 

» view, itfuggefts ta ii#tliree hMds of difixmrfi^ 

^ very proper to bt basdledoa^tkit'dflTi sliuiitt 

A thb^aflemldf. 
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tf of making /uppikatictt$p fraj^s$ andinf€re4ffi4nsl> 

^ md <if giving tbtada^ ft kings^ and aU tkat art 

i ' i» Authority. 

i * ^ 

i H; b expretfes tli€ gefierat resfon, a&d ground 

\ of that duty : ** For thh^ b good aad aiccqptabl^ 

f ia the fi^t of God| our Sariouiw 

( 

f IIL hquickensusrcotheeicereifeof itbjrafpe^ 

tialmotivfti drawi^fAHttthecoafiderationof our 
0wn^fe) advamafge^ and happkieli ;^ '^Thatira 
nfBjrtead^a^qufteandptaacaibklift^ ia ail^xiUU 
tte» and koiie(^ 

Thefe points I fliall firft^confidei^ and explaSo, 
kf tba« ladtudis, with which the apoftie hath pvo«» 
poftd them $ and then' adapt the general argfr<< 
snent to tlie particukr occafion of this day^r jof* 
All folemnit^ 

L 'Hie wrhenr on- thid phde htilve diftinguilhed 
wl^'fooie exadnefs between fuppUcationS) pray« 
ers, and iiiterceffions, and endeavoured to giviS 
I trs the ftrift: and proper fenfe of each of thefe 

woixb; whieh, I think, it is neither neceflarj^ 
3M>r eafy to determine. Sure we are, diat by aU 
dieft together the apofttes intended toexprefs the 
J^etitionafy part of our devotioM-i i Tim. iii^ i j:» 
Z z mi 



t So ThDtity ^Pubii€ IntirtP^^n . Stu m. VIII 

•nd by %\rto% of thanks, the other part^ which 
confifis of hymns and praUes. Thefe twp coiti* 
ptife the whole of our religious fervice ; and in 
both thefe ways we are exhorted to addrefs ourr 
felvcs to God, jor kingly and all thai are in au* 
ihority, i. c- for the fupreipe magiftratc, and all 
inferior and fubordinate governors* 

Ancient and modern interpretet*s agree %o un* 
derftand this paflage of the public, offices, or 
devotionsofthe church : and, indeed,the epifcopaT 
A^vzdfitQi Timothy t to whom the exor^tipn is 
addrcfied ; the ihi^ru£lions . ^.hich ioimediately 
follow, and manifeftly relate to the fame head of 
public worlhip; and the profeffed defign of 
St. Pavi lii writing this epiftle, whicph was, to in- 
ilruft " Timothy, how he ought tp behave himfelf 
. in the honfe of God;" i Tiip, iii. 15. do, I think, 
naturally and neceifarily deterinine us fo to un- 
derftand it : JEfpccially, if we cpnfider, that the 
cxhortatjon, thus undcrftood, was agreeable to 
the prafticc of the Jewijb church j the pattern, 
which, in matters of worlhip, difcipline, and go« 
fcrnment, the apoftles chiefly followed : :and, 
accordingly, we find the earljeft apologift for 
cKriftianity rcprefenting it as the conftant and 
Jcnown ufage of the firft Chriftians, in all their 
fecfcd affepiblies, to pray for thft lives of their 
emperors, and for the profpcrity of their ftat© 
and govcYnment. 

Our church is in this, as in other refpc^s, truly 
primitive •; for thus we pray daily in her liturgy, 
And what we do cveiy day,. we may at fome times^ 
^e allowed to perform mor^ devoutly and folemn^ 
h \ even w pfte« 4s the c wrfe ox the year Ihall 

bring 
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bring Oa th»t happy day» when her majefty firft 
began to teign on che throne of her anccftors^ 
f^d in the hearu of her fubjedbi and to refrefh 
this church and ftate, with the kind influences of 
her mild and gracious adniiniftration. Whenever 
this annual feafon of joy returns, a lively and 
aflS:aing fenfe of the mercies it conveyed to us, 
cannot but recvrn with it : which we have no bet- 
ter way of ei^pre^ng, than by offering up to God 
(as now we do, and are by St. Paul exhorted ta 
do) our devbuteft thanks rbr the bleflings we aU 
ready feci, and our moft earneft prayers for the 
. continuance and increafe of them< 

The reafonand ground of. which duty is thus, 
in the 

II. Second Place, expreflcd: *< for this is good; 
^tui acceptable in the fight of God, and our Savi* 
Qur.*' It is good, i. e. highly decent, Expedient, 
and reafonable in itfelf \ and, therefore, ** accep* 
table in the fight of God our Saviour ;" a perform 
mance particularly well pleafing to hini, by whom- 
kings reign, of whofe power they partake, . and> 
Vfhofe image and fuperfcription they bear. Let 
us take a diftinft view of the feveral fprings,. 
from whenceour obligation to this duty may be 
fuppofed to arife. And, 
; ifty Our applications ts God in behalf of the 

imnces and rulers of this world are highly rea« 
bnable, as they are proper expreflions of our 
good-will to mankind, whofe fate isintheir hands, 
and whofe welfare in great meafure depends upon 
their a^ons and condud:* Soverjciga princes 

and 



indlftavoj amp the chief ioAniiiMntt, wlikh di0 
«n>«id<nce*of^ GodemployB, in hk adminiftr^ioag 
kers below, and bfwhichiie brings about allthoft 
mighty cveK% thar fix, or unfettie the peace W 
theworIA Whentheie grea« whceb moTO iru 
tegfcilarly, the whole machine of ftate Is prdent^ 
Igr rendered anferviccable, and aumberieft de« 
pending motions are either ftopped, or difordered; 

The execution of ail Ikws is entmftcd withf 
Aem ; and kws are the ftmrce of every advimtage 
that redounds to maiikiAd' from fociety, whid^i 
Wtthout Aem, would not be preferable to iblitxider 
To the influence of thefe it is owing^ that we can* 
call any thing our own, even life itfclf ; and are 
iheltered from the attaek*^ which the* 1q^< and 
paflions of men, not retrained by the principles^ 
of reafon and religion, would beevery day making 
ijiponrus; That we are poUflied^in obt* manners, 
andbnodi^ ki atl the artsof civil life', wbichcaap 
vendier us ufefol, op agreeable to each-other : and^ 
chiefly, that we have opportuniHesof thuaf ap*^ 
pearing before' God, and praafihg him iki ibe grea^ 
oongregation } of heasring his everlnfting.gofpd' 
€tspounded to us, and beitig dire^^d in ali'thofo 
paths of piety and virtue, which fead^ to peace in* 
this^ world, andto everlafHoglifeiathe nexs.- 

♦'Of law** (faid the excellent Mr. Hwiker lonr 
fipce, with a compafs of thought, and a force cv^ 
woids peculiar to him ; Of law); <* no lefs can 
*^ be acknowledged, than that her feat is in^ th^ 
H bofom of God ; her voice, the bartnony of the' 
''world ; that all things in heaven, and earth,: 
'* do' her homage; the very leaft, as^ feeling her 
** (arc,, aad the greatefi^ as not exco^from he» 
; : " power} 



<« fomeri boA eii0Eib> itx^ mcp^ wd <ceatiHW^ 

^* ;Qf ^b^it fciofi &civrr> .though eseh, in -differcoc 

/' fort mi manner, yet aM, mi^ oac luai^orqi 

*< confenty admiring her as the mother of thdir 

> jikeane 4m»4 jof/' Ji^ therefore* upon wJiofe 

.^ptborkjrj and urill, dbe ebforvAiioo of hmaftK 

Jaws depends^ h«tfa<he happiaeTa^ or oiiferj of 

maokind ia Ws ]K>wtr } 4h€ ^airih, .tMnduUih^ inm 

Mit0nis4htf^^ WQttld he ijl^'i^, didfletfudi 

N^j, eTen the example .of Che princtSy JSj itfeflT 
4k Jiving jbur |o their fubjeAs w^bich la&IOQ» ^m 
% degnees iosiQ a Mkeoefs of maaoers, jind fprewif 
j» ji^uence iafesOibly, but f!Q^Kr£ttUf» thno^ 
.i;it]efli, ^nd kiiagdofl^. 

So tbac, tp make fupjpUcations for JcUign* diat 
t^Hir ^f9¥€r«i|ieiM: may be wifis, juft, . aiad iMroTpe*^ 
ff!q\jsj i$B ^ prpijjr atotnce foraU thie Hmpfxni £eU^ 
^ri^ vhieh can accrue to us s a g9od reig;ii being 
.^ «¥>ft uQiyer£il and comprehenfive Ueffiag^ 
twh^h fither inan can aflc, •or God b^Oxyif ; m4 
for whi^h we have fu much reafon to be tfamk&l 
j|8 for jtbe l^htof the &0j for temperaisimithH^ 

£uef> an iQ yrinoe cannot help doing a grent 
4e4ofgo0d9 bypreTervingibinedq^oe of Older 
SfiA.go^fAftmfint in tbc world; ac4, diereforet 
r^en fu^ an one haih a title to our prajera ami 
^tbAnhf|^vi0gs» But, when Tirtue afisends the 
.itbuon^ it dtfpntfea bleffings without number^ 
4md withoucmoalure; andiprcada hsinfluenoe 
^om ^U «iY>uiidf and beneath it : ^ Its going ibrth 
k from the 4:nd of akic^dom, and ics circuits lo 
•the cpd» Af it» .aodthere k nothing hidfroottfae 

heat 
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beat thereof. Happj are the people that are iii 
luch a caf*c \ Pfal. xix. 6. They have great resL* 
ion to ble6| who are thus bleflcd of the Lord. 
But, 

^dfy^ As the virtties and vices 0# thb(e who g<^ 
irern, operate on all inferior ranks of men^ in the 
way of natural caufes, fo have they another^ and 
m more extraordinary effeA ; inafmuch as God 
doth often take occafion to reward or ptinKh a 
people, not only by the means of good or ill 
princes, but even for the fake of them. Plain in« 
ftances of this kind we have recorded in fcripture} 
particularly, where fubjeAs have iuffered for the 
iniquities of thofe who were fct over, ^nd the 
Tengeancc, merited by the one, hiath been inflic* 
ted, and, as it were, transferred on the other 
whether it be, that the good or ill conduft df 
rulers is fometimes owing to their people, and 
may, therefore, juftly be imputed to them ; or 
whether (as in the caie of vifidng the iins of pa« 
rents on their children) by making them mutually 
liable to the confequences of each other's aAions, 
God intends to imprint a mutual concern and en- 
deavour for each other's welfare, and to unite 
them together in the ftri£teft bands of intereft, 
and affedtion : Whatever the reafon of God's 
dealing in this manner with princes and ftates 
may be, fure we are, that he doth thus deal with 
them, and that this is otie' chief article in that 
fcheme of political juftice, by which he governs 
the world. And can there be a better argument 
for our interceding with God in the behalf of 
kings^ and all that are in authority^ than this. 
That we ace really at fuch times interceding for 
. . ourfelves? 
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OurfelVcs? . Siace we may be . oh^ifcd for their 
traQj[greJ9iQPS ^^^ reap the rewai^ of tbeir. piety 
lUad goadnefe?. Further, . , .; 
,..3i/y>.rfheicare8 of <ea^pii*e drcgHeat, .and the 
l^urtKta>.V^hich]ic» upon tb^ {hookleiuof princes^ 
Very weighityi! and^ da-tbis accpum^ therefore^ 
^ey challenge, bocaiufe tbcy partkiikrly want, our 
players j that they ma^.'^ have an underflanding 
«/ h^a^t^ tQ^difc«to./het^cn good aofd bad, and 
** to go out and in before a great people.*' With 
' i^*b^4li8cttlti^tilrf>piria«toinitoa^ 
ged by the perverfenefs,.foliy^ opwiflkednefs of 
thoftf they govei:!* ? How hard a't^iiog do they 
4ftd it, to inform themfelvcs tifuly of the ft ate pf 
affairs ) whex^ fraud aj^d flattjerjr furrdund,. and, 
tal^e ilieh pains tto.miSaadt them? H0)(^ nice a talk 
h'^yl tQ diftiDguiih b^twden theeattremes of aUow-^ 
iftg' t^nQ ipwJh liberty^' and affisfting too much* 
power i^ jTo TUfh^tiiis^if i^xig^ts afre their perfon* 
c^pof^d, 'j(ii0M' the:2ittempjs Qf treachery and vio* 
l^e ? How partiiuJ^r and pi:e#ng,are the temp* 
tgtionsj tQ whjtefe rfie:hfiigbt. qf pow^r, jthcy have, 
alined, .fna,%es:<^^m liable ! They are above the 
rf^ch jof fqsff. reproof, and^noft of thofe ouiwardj 
cteiiJ^^w.hjcjh Qodha^placed.a^guardsiipon private 
xnejiif Vifctvi<? J. and ai^j on that accouni^« in. great 
4Hf?gei of letting loofe theiif appetites and paffions 
ia:aU jnannei^pl exc^iJes, without an e:|traordi« 
nary degree of God's reftraitang grace.; whichi* 
theriefai^'.e,c.it j^ecQuic^ and concerns us to beg of 
Him., andforjthem. 

..Chriftian charity andbenefioejnce is a debt which 
we <)w^, tqx)ur king$« M ytcU as to the meatieft ot 
their fiibje£ts. . ^t how;fl*all>nfe«tCAd our gqqd: 

*' YqAi. i. ^ ' A a offices 



offlttcsf to diofe^ whor noie iff fo l»^h ^i^fyhtte f 
|iow,.biic by applying ourfefonBi to one, tteit ii 
▼ct higher than they^ evenoor comniod Lcnrd acicl 
Malkr; anothiiAbly iopplore tbe aids^of his good 
fiairiCj to coailorty Mpjmtty and gukte diem i^ 
'Ihk it the 0sdjcoakfstu§ttamx^ or rensu^n^ which 
saoft of ii»arecapabi& o£ ifcifliBingt to them^ foi^ 
their ▼Igifainct mnd ccmc6m ft»r .dM fMiQ Mttf^ 
dftfpwisi winch they tak«)^ aadithe ha2«u>dfif whkK 
iiiey ruii^to.fenire ii^ 

Andy co>enooiirage outf rdqneftiJa Aeir behie^ 
we m^ycenfidac^ jnthe. 

41/b^ Phee, Ttiati die^prDividcuee^ of Qad doth^- 
ki a V017 partirato: maitoer^ issterpofe towards^ 
iWayiitg d^e wiH andi afittStioAi, <j&peAiiig, 01^ 
•ver-^^HfigtheintentioiUi^thoft who fit at die' 
hdta^ : fot ^ the kixrig^r^heapt lii in the h^hd. ofi 
^ God, s^ the <mrs o# wa«Ars^> He tumethit^ 
• whithepfoeverhe*lifteth*:^*^Rt6v.a!x:ii i» Megivei? 
a-bent to ity this waif, or th»t>, wUebit tkk«s ^^ 
cerealAly and eafify asi a ftreanv is dudirecf into'tho^ 
^'annelS) whkhdie batidof theiiikrotlbaian prc^^tt^es^ 
Ibri^ On dds foundation oiiyc&Urc6pto£sfibs< #9^ 
Ifc^d' the duty« and i^4itpedieniee'of pra}^fii^£Mr 
fringes : «' Wcafe fiftaght <feys'fee) by thylk^^ 
*^ wordy Attf the hearts^ of kings sire? in thy rate 
^Md goi^ernance', a)sd that thon ddft dtfpofe aftd^ 
« twn thcrti, is it ieemiedi beft to thy' godlJ«' 
«< wifdon^'' fodtte4, the Spirit of God op^atbs^ 
iim the ipirii^ of att mcn^;^ hat not idi fooopieust^ 
fo powerful, and extraordinai^y ^ mafinfeei^, afS it- 
cfath en thb irpii^of princes^ whkh- 6odrde« 
Ytg^th to redrrsuh^ alnd, i^ that «^dan), td ttitW 
lihxl&If ^ w<MMklpfnIr aihWttg^ 4^ Jciogs of th« 
... . - V M «wdu'» 



♦* ^fHTth.*^ It 18 the chief «iif«j ft* fte^iar pun- 
i vmce, Ihc great pren^jfapvc^s^ cbe Ki«g pf kiQg»» 
.tp lule the thonghu of ^fe, wb^ rule the ii£^ioiis 
lof !0iliec8 4 «Qd ther^ to hdi^ ibout thp endi» 
the tnf&ctkfw and infennsAle end^t of his pro- 
vidence. A^d, 'tis weU f9r tpanktod that theitr 
is a Betog, who ha«^ md exericif^^hf fwhii 
power I n>r «iale(s there werc» buzpaiii poweiTf 
kft to ttfelfy would make wikl work ki the worlds 
the chariot of governinem would be often^ and 
dangerottflj) naiTguided if raih it»ikiUul driTers. 
did noc an iaviiible haod hgld the reiiis> and 
gently diro£l the courfe of it. 
. The fcriptiire(eems to intimate, that God hath 
-fippointed tutelar, angels^ .to asunder him, fat 
this piurpofei at leaft, that fuch miniftring fpirtts 
.there weitt^ b^oretkc ecoAion of 'tfa6 mediatorial 
J^ingdoQi of ^mr Sariotir : {'or, in Damel, wie 
.'i^oad of particular princes, or pattons, aifigned^ 
.'from the ai^dk hoft, to the Grecians, and Per^ 
^ans'^ ki order, as is ptoudy hriievedy to encou^ 
.rag^y eqlighten^ and prote£t the governors of 
•thoie eftai^ and empines. We are inrereftcd 
more nearly fin the welfare and good, conduct of 
princes Ihan tiuife miniiiring fpirits are ; fhall we 
430t have fome fliare in prbcuring it ? Ought we 
not with our utihoi); ' flseal to aifift thofe, whom 
God, for our iakes, vouchfifes in fo eminent a 
manner to dire6^, and affift i And, what better 
way of afiifting them have we, than by our 
-<* Supplications and thankfgivings ?'' Which, lac 
file add, in the 

Laft place, are n^ver, on this occafion, fo 

cbecomingljcandforciUj-addrdred to God, as ia 

A a a the 
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die great QDtigregtfddii. DleBings- of a ^lubllc 
'future and influence n0q«(ire as public; aikl folemn 
« acknowkdgemeats } .acid the proper w^y of ob- 
. laining mercies^, iirliich afi^dr ipany^ k, ;b3^ pouring 
Out the joint reqnefts of many in behalf of them' : 
For in the fpiritual, as well as the carnal welfare, 
numbers are moft likelyjCo prevail. The ancients 
therefore reprefent the il^ength ^f fuch ttnited 
.devotions by that ^ of an arfny,- eocbitipaffingy 
•beiieging God; ^ot to be defeated, or retiilod 
.by him. Coimu^ dd-Dnim (faith Tert^llian) vty 
'^uaji M/mu fa^d^ PrgeaticnihuS'ium ambinmus s 
hac Vis Deo grata eft 9^ " We come together in 
^* troops j as it werey.and furround God with our . 
^* prayers ; this violence of ours is well-pleaiing 
** to him*" We then aik, and we then give 
ithanks, with the grelteft alacrity and earneftnefs^ 
and, coafequently, with the fureft hope of ac- 
•ceptance, and fucosfs, when we excite and warm 
•each other into thisholy perfortnance ; and, with 
one hearty and one mouth, utter the awakening 
words, which the devout pfalmifl ufed, at a fo* 
lemnity like diis, which we are now met to cele- 
brate • " This is the day which the Lord hath 
•*madc; let us be glad, andire^odce in'it. Help 
** now, G Lord 5 O Lord, fend us now profpe- 
** rity. God is the Lord, wha hath ihewed us 
•* light : Bind the facrifice with cords, yea, even 
*^ to the horns of the altar/' 

IIL I have explained. the grounds and reafons 
of the duty, intimated to us in thofe words of the 
text : For this is ^oody.and acceptable in the ftght 
^ Cod cur Saviour. I proceed to coniider the 

fpccial 
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-fpccisll motive th^rc propofed, to quicken trsintb 
the exercife of it : That fo wc may lead a qui$i 
Und peaceable itfe^ in alt godlinefs and hofiffty. I 
iEall briefly £fiew, in what refpe£b the devociofis 

- recommended by the apoftle contribute to this 

• end ; and how far therefore, our own eafc, ad- 
vantage^ and happinefs is concerned in paying 
them. And| 

1/?, They have a plain tendency this way, «s 
•they are a prevailing argument with Grod fo to 
di/pofe aud incline the mimls of ptinces, that 
' that they may ftudy to promote the quiet, good, 
and profpcrity of their kingdoms, if we believe 
•our prayers to have any eSeft, we cannot doubt 
their ufefulnefs in this particluar 5 which is too 
.evident to need a further enlargement. ' 

2rf/y, Such prayers facilitate our leading a quiet 
and fedceabie iifey in all godlinefs and honejly y in«- 
afmuch as they exprefs, in the moft infigniiicant 
manner, our love and zeal, and. reverence, toi» 
ward« the perfons of princes : And by fuch ia»- 
ilances of duty invite them to make us fuitabhe 
renirns. They cfie^ally prevent thofe jealoulies^ 
which men cloathed with fbvcrcign power are to© 
*apt to entertain of their inferiors ; and promote 
.that good underftanding between them, which it 
the common intereft, and {hou)d be the common 
aim, of both ; and wherein the fecuricy and hap» 
pinefs of all well-ordered ftates chiefly coniiils* 
The holy wifhes and vows we make for their wel- 
fare will engage their unwearied endeavours for 
ours ; and the thankfgivin^js put up by us, for 
the tranquillity we enjoy under their reign, witl 

- ' movfe 
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• fioBs for new opts* 

PartkuUrJy^, the church is in thk w;»y beft c«- 
f^Mc q( »yiPg M wd aflift^ncp to the ftate ; axvl 
-•jbj thut m^A9» of ckfervingy and fecuriBg its pro- 
-tftftw an J fevoiin This is the ipiricual tri- 
Imte tin4 cuftofPf whi^h ihe pays to die Aipreme 
magiftratc ;' and for which /he receiTeSy in eii- 
\i^^tpffSf aU the temporal bleiSrigs an4 encoprage- 
lAieot, that&nr from the munificeooe of princes^ 
:«nd p»Hke her noc only to fubfiflby but fioiuiih. . 
f - ^y* ^ 1^^^^ and peaceuiblf U/r is the fruit of 
•ihefe public devotions; us we ourfelves derive 
^^om dience* a fpirit of meeknefs, fubmi0ion, ami 
^refped to ourfiiperiors, and are led ioto ao habitual 
}ave and praAice of tbofe mild graces and vtrtiKS» 
ivhich «re» at Aich times, fohmnly exerciie, and 
fray Gpd to infpire us vith ; and which, whea 
frenerali}^ praAifed, make crowns fit egfy oa the 
^eads of priocct, and render them, and their 
•fiibje£ls, equally a bleffing to each other. Such 
as fincerely pray for the profoerity of a ftate, are 
^ot likely to diflurb it themielves, or to puA oa 
#thers iiuo attempts againft the, peace of it: They 
Yome out of the church, ftill more devoted to 
iihcir prince, and coumry, than ihey went in $ 
jnore zealons, and better qualified to difch.'^rge 
their duty to the public,, la their Icveral places 
jiad ftations. 

IV. I have fufHcieatly explained the exhorta- 
tion of St. Pat//, and the general arguments, and 
motives, by which he enforceth it. The beft 
way of clofing, and applying thefc reflexions wiH 
IxE, to take a view of the chara^er of thofe prin- 



cess ^ft^vSiofe b^&alf Ae apoftl^ pdRSioh^ir 
4:iiriftiatfi o* hi* tidid tht prrffficfc of thisf duty^' 
tthd h&m thcnc* to fliew, how' tiyttcbt ftronjter 
dbHgati«hs wii ir€ uhdfcr bf tonftpftihg wHh ili. 
And 

' F/^, Ifb^ prlt«**^i for wham tite apdftle j^lcaxfi, 
were infidels, wfth6tit dhrifi^ aiitnifrom hii tutnti'Sr 
ffhnw^a^t^, diidjkraiigets trthnt the cvuifnants of 
lU^pf&nfifii EpK. ii. r2' toA fetfralft tfetrjrwtrti 
tiy ^ p^jrmilRoto of God, to continue for thtte** 
Imridr^l* ftitt Aftter the coming-of olir Savibnr| 
that fo hi* ^f^i ttJgfe* no[t owte' it' fli^a: eflfaMifli-* 
iftem, ih ihay liigtfec, ti'the fctular pgwcrsr;" but 
iftighri^ead^andf fii itfelf cVciy wiwre, \HthoUt 
^eirMpand agakifV their' will \ and niahifeA to' 
all the world* itfif divine original j by tie mira^u^ 
l^tis'fniriwer iti \vhich it ffioilifd be propaffratctf. 
Th^ iting^ of t«ie ^atrth %^rc not, during imiJ^^ 
nidd, tci pi^ortiote the bielief of the? gbiprf, Wnr* 
otti!cr\«ft AaA' by o^^pofing itf. Whcfr tfarrdl 6P 
rkti^M^hxt^^mciti, and' owned Ou^SaViouri. 
then-, antfnot tiff then-, were the rulers of it to foU^ 
xtM Acir fc^ptiSey tra tBftf fccptrc of Chrift, to' cta^ 
birMe,' prO^^:, and encour^hii^do£lHoe', fitnf 
nbt^to^^hmfciti that, in this fenfe aflfo, thepre- 
d«Si(3to*6f our Lord co^ertiing tjio prbgtfefs of; 
lifr Hiif^hi, ami the caH of befievetsi mkht fid' 
bfc Yferifici^ t*af /*^ /b/f ^ mtnjbould bijlrfti anJf^ 
tl^firft, ih/f: : 

If tMr^, dte itWait (qfJbppRtatUtn^ and ihanUp 
ffar/it^rwtt^dttetbtiiofehiesrthtrtfptihtes, isitnot 
nitith mcr^ d^c' to tfibfil w^tpi ai-c^ Cfirifti^s ? : 
w*o a^cf itijfraffti^,' as' pfific?pal ihtmbcrs, iiitd* 
that rrikyflScd' bcfdjri of ^\aitM<M\lt ftjarvi rh^^ 

head? 
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l^cad? who, under him, are tke chief gpverjiers. 
of his church here below^ an4, guardians of alL 
her facred rights aud privileges ? Thejj befeech,: 
abd they praife Qod tpgether.with usy.ia the^ 
fame common aflemblies \ and we are, therefpre, 
doubly obliged to befeech, and to praife Qod for 
them. It may be obfcrved, in the 

id Place, That the R miiu emperors, for whom 
the apoflle ^bere dire^ls that, prayers fhould be 
ipade. Were ufurpje^s and tyrants j^ who acquired 
dominion by iny^d^ng the liberties of a free peo- 
^e, and were arhiirai-y a^d law|efs in the cxer- 
cjfe of it. Their will and pleafurc was .the folc. 
ftandard of juAice ; Fear was the foundation of 
their government, and their throne was upheld 
only by the legions which fu^rrounded it. 

Even for fuch rulera th.e firA.Chriftians were 
exhorted to fupplicate an^ give thanks. . How 
much more realonlibly and cheerfully do we,, 
who are met^ere this day, now offer up di^t. 
ftcrifice for a ^^een^ who wears the cr.own of 
hW forefathers, to which (he is entided by blood, 
and whicli was placed on her royal head, not only 
with the free confent, but with the univerfal joy, 
and acclamations, of her iubjefts ? who rules a ; 
willing people, npt by the terror of rods aufLaxes^, 
but with the indulgent tendernefs.of a,common« 
p^ent? who defires rather to b& bqloved.thfin' 
feared by them, and takes the trueft way towards . 
fccuring their utmoft love, by fhewing, in every 
ftep of her graci9us conduct, that ihe entirely 
loves them who hath no intcreft, can have ijo, 
ii^tcreft, feparate 'trom- theirs y and upon wh^m 
malice itf^lf couldjK^ver faAen a fufpicion oiF her . 
' :' ^ * ' "^puriuiiig 
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^ purfuing any meafbres, which aimed rather at 

^ her own glory, or advantage, than the commoa 

^ good of England f 

The law is as much a rale to her, as to the leaft 
of thofe who obey her ; the fixe meafure, not on« 
ly of her governing power, but even of her will 
to govern } and ihe makes no other ufe of that 

^ power, whh which the laws have invefted her^ 
than to give lifie and force to them. 

^ The bieffings of her mild and merciful govern^ 

meat defcend from the throne upon her people^ 
as the fmaii rain comet h dawn into a Aeec9 cf 'mo9lf 

' without vheihence, or noife ; like the drops (f 

rain^ that v/ater the earthy PfaL Ixxii. 6. gent<« 
ly and infenfibly. She dravvs up the free offer* 
ipg of our love and duty, only to return them 
back again in fliowers of royal bounty } which 
mstke glad the land, and produce a mighty increafix 
Surely, our lips cannot be better employed^ 
than in praiiing God for fw:h mighty benefits at 
thefe, and for the blefied hand through which hc^ 
conveys them I 

Thirdiy^ Thofe who governed the world, at or 
near the time of St. Panics writing this epidle^ 
had no perfonal meints or virtues to recommend 
them to the prayers of the faithful. Tiberiui, 
Caligula, Claudius, and Nero, under whom the 
Crhiif^ian faith was difieniinated,and for all whom^ 
we may prefume, the faithful equally made their 
fupplications, were not only bad princes, but bad 
men \ infamous for their luft cruelty and other 
vices : But they were in authority^ and that gave 
tbem a right to be mentioned in the facx*ed offices * 
of the church* 
. Voj„. I. B b How 
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Hair aSemtt from thdr cafe is oors^ w^ofe 
^cfl behold on the throne a C^een^ who deferves- 
to fit there, as well by' her virtue, as by her birch ;. 
Who, in that piMic and ezal&d ftaciony prefervet 
aJil the innocence and ianAity of a private life ^ 
Who is fiiperior to all the temptations^ which a 
great power fuggefts, and which nothing but af 
ffc$X goodnefs ever overccimes $ and to whom^' 
therefore, her fufajeds feem to be ahhoftas much- 
obliged for the ihining pattern of unafie^ted piety, 
which (he fets them, as for all the other bleffingr 
of her proiperous reign. The acceffion of Aick 
a Queen to a crown is indeed a felicity, which we 
may commemorate anually, with a devout and- 
fiocere joy : God grant that we may comeniorate 
it often; And that we may (till find more and 
more reafon thiinkfnlly to acknowledge it ! 

Finally, theempeiors of Rwne^ for whom xbit 
primitive Chriftians were obliged to pray and to 
give thfinks, were their avowed enemies and per« 
fecutors } who did what they could, to hinder the' 
eftabliihment of the church of Chrijt^ and to (u|v 
prcfs tHofe very aflemblies, nirfaereih thefe devo- 
tk>n5 were ofiered up to God in their behalf. 

Whereas fhe, for whom we now adore and^ 
l^lefs the good providence of God, is, by her of* 
ficeand by her inclination, the defender and 
friend, the patronefi and nurfing-mother of his 
church eftsd>lifhed among us. In this church 
fhe was baptized and bred ; and, therefore, na^ 
turally loves it \ She was made ea^ly and through- 
ly acquainted with its dodrine and govemtdii^nt,- 
and, confequently, values it ; She hath been a re^ 
ligious frequenter of in worflup^ aad a fteady 



Il4herer to iis intereft^ and was prepared, in dio 
late timtf of diftrefs and danger, to fufier with it^ 
and for it. From her, tiierefore, nowOieisad« 
vanced to a throne, aU the members, and mini« 
, jfters of. this church ma^ juffly promife themfelves, 
not ocdf the opportunity of hading a quite ah J 
f§ac$ahi$ tye (the utmoft which the firft chriftians 
COttId hope for from their emperors) but further 
ndvantagcs} not merely protcfAion, but allfuifii* 
able inlbmces of royal favour aiul encourage* 
jnent. 

Witnefs her late aA of princely bounty and 

companion to the poor clergy of this church : an 

aA,unequalled by any prince, nay, Imt all our prin- 

,ces,.fince the reformation \ and which (I was go* 

.Ibg.to &y) may a one for afis of a very different 

' kind, donein fome of their re^;ns. It grieved her 

religious heart to fee, that th(^, whd wait at ihi 

.#lf4r ihould notpartakewth tht altar ^ in foch a 

meafure, as is requiiite te preierve the refpeA due 

ao their charaAers, and to give encouragement 

. and fuccefs to their labours. She feemcd to hear 

^ them. complaining, in the pathetic words of the 

^falmift ; . <^ Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have 

^;mercy upon us; for we are exceedingly filled with 

contempt : .Our foul is exceedingly filled with the 

icoming of thofe thatare at eafe,and with the con* 

.tempt of the proud/' Pial. cxxiii. 3, 4. To refcue 

^them, and die religion which they taught, from 

.thefe difadvantages, ihe extended her beneficence 

:in the moft ample manner, and took care to have 

^tbcgood cfifeAs of it perpetuated to foture ages ; 

thro' the chearfol affiftance of thofe, who com* 

pofe this i^liiftriot^ailembly, and whofe afiiftance, 

B b 2 we 
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we are Aire, will never be wanting, to perfcd: any 
work, that is begun for the honour, advantage^ 
and fecurity of the church of England. Scarce 
any but a royal heart was capable of entertaining 
fo large a defign ; as none but royal hands werc^ 
in a degree, equal to the execution of it. 

The benefaction is, indeed, worthy of her, 
from whom it fprung ; and carries in it marks of 
a wifdom, as extenfive as her goodneis For it is 
not confined, tho' given, to thofe who minif^er 
in holy things ; the happy fruits, and efiedls of 
St wiil, through this channel, be conveyed to all 
raoks and orders of men among us. Alt will 
ihare in that munificence, which redounds to the 
fervice of religion, the common inheritance and 
blefiing of all } and which gives life and weight 
to the inftru£tions of thofe, who, ite meanly as 
they may be thought of on other accounts, are 
wtt *^ the ambafiadors of Chrifi, and ftewards of 
J^ the myfteries of God.*' 

An unenvicd bounty, therefore, it needs muft 
be ; a good, which cannot decently be evil fpoken 
of, even by fuch (if there be any luch) who wife 
fiot \^ell either to the obje&s or the beftower of h. 

Great and groundlefs reproaches have, in other 
rcfpefts, been call on our church, as if there 
were ft ill fame remains of Popery in it. Poor 
vicarages are really fuch ) which took their rife 
from the pretended vicar of Chrift^ who endowed 
Abbies, and Monafteries, oftentimes, with the 
fpoils of church-livings, for the fupport and 
maintenance of his fpiritual tyranny. 'Twas the 
•creat blemifh of our reformation, that when re- 
Sgiova houfcs were fupprcfled, fomc part at leaft 

of 
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of their revenue vras not rcftored to its original 
ufc. But the defcfts of that time were, we truft, 
referved to be fupplicd by her majefty ; and the 
goodly frame of our conftitution is to be perfefted, 
as it was modelled, by the hand of a woipan. 

A prince, lefs felicitous for the good of religi- 
on, tho' intent on fuch a work, wauld yet have 
deferred it, till the expenfive war, wherein wc 
are engaged, was brought to a clofe. But the 
companion and godly zeal of our gracious fove- 
reign would not be checked by this coniideration : 
The love of doing good overcame all the dlffieul- 
ties, which lay in the way towards doing it. She 
thought, that to confecrate one part of her reve- 
nue to fo pious an ufe, would draw a bleffing on 
the management of all the other branches of it j 
That the crufe of oil would not fail ever the 
fooner, for beftowing a portion of it on a prophet, 
or any of the fonsofthe prophets; That the 
eameft prayers of thofe, whom ihe thus relieved, 
would be as ferviceable to her in this war, as the 
income itfelf ; and that her charity would, in the 
expreilions of the fon of Sirach^ Ecclus xxxix, 19, 
•* Fight for her againft her enemies better than a 
•• mighty fpear and a ftrong fbield." 

And, furely, the unanimous and early difpatch 
of thefupplies, the prefent height of public credit, 
and the eagernefs with which all her fubjc6ks prefs 
to fill her coffers with their loans, are not figns, 
that {he hath by an aft of mifapplied bounty 
hitherto loft ground either in the fa voui" of hea- 
ven, or in the afFedtion and erteem of her people. 

May that God, whom fhc thus ferves, and 
imitates, extend her life and reign beyond the 

<tfdiaaiy 
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Ffvacheclt bmre the net 
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St. jAUii's Ch&pA, 
dxiiiQ tkntOy eiplaiiiiBdL 

TH E Sentence I have read unto jou, is v^ 
fitly placed td#iitls Uie clol^ 6f oiir 8^vi«. 
oilr^ lidthiraUe ierriioli dta the thcmilt, as hfsrti^f 
in gre:(t meafttit, tile et>itbni6 and 1!6A of what 
the Divine t^ekcfa^r had thbre ixpit^i sioit 
tt bi*ge. Nor it n liTi £dy olrdbi^d to Ht t-etehea* 
•ttikeiio^tabki itttheiaoftfolemiiliaftof th6 

iervice 



Uto Thi Huh €f Dcmg as w would Stuu.'lX 

fenrice of this day ; on irhkh we met annuallj 
to commemorat* our deliverance from the at- 
tempts of ihofc bloody and mercilefs men, who 
feem to have out-done all their .predecefibrs and 
fucccflbrs in wickednefi by a notorious contempt 
of this great evangelical mle, and of all the prin- 
ciples of common humanity. The practice of 
thofe confpirators was the perfcA rcvcrfe of this 
precept; and we cannot, therefore, better be 
taught or indted to deteft the one, than by a due 
illtiflration and enforcement of the other. This 
I ihall attempt, by ofiering to your thoughts {oxdC 
confiderations^ fidl, on the rule here laid down; 
jlll things y nubatfiever yt viWild that men Jbouid i» 
untoyWj do ye even fo \o them : and then on tbe 
Ihort, but full encomium^ beftowed upon it, that 
it ts the law and the prophets : Which fhall ^^ 
followed by fome inferences naturally ariiing from 
the Ivhole^ and the general reflexions advanced 
(tWthey may all along eafily be undcrflood to 
refer, yet) fhall afterwards be particularly applied 
to the fubjeA of this day's folemnity. 

As to the rule itfelf, we may diftinftiy confidcr 
the juft extent and bounds of it, the reafon of its 
preforabieneft to all other rules, in point of c^ 
dence and convi£lion, the manifeft equity and ex- 
a£hieis, the peculiar properties and advantages 
of it. 

,Ml things wbatfoever ye would th^t menjhould 
do unto you J doyeevenfo totheml Words of great . 
force and energy : and yet the moft iimple, plaioi 
and perfpicuous that can be I And which there" 
fore commentators do (as they too often dp) ob« 
fcure and perplex^ by a pretence of explaining' 

The 



Tkc enlf poffible doubt is, concerping.the extent 

0f the matter contained' iki them : for it muffbe 

allowed,, that there are many: caOrs, whei-eih we are 

hj na means obliged' to grant tttat tOroUiec^, which 

wc Qudelves.perbaps (wcre|we in their ciircumtlan* 

'fianceiy^and they in ou^) might be wUIing ehdughy 

tuireafonably willing;, toobtainfrom them. ABene- 

^<^or is not bound to comply- with the demandi 

of fuch as alk unmerited favours ;. tho' confcious^ 

that he himfclf mig^t be apt to make aa extrava* 

gaht requefh,. were it his turn to be the obje£l of 

..another man^s beneficence* A magiftrate is noH 

at liberty, much<k'fs under an oUigfitibn, to turn 

^^e'eidge. of juftice from an importunate offender | 

liecauie, if he himfelf were the criminal, he flioul^ 

certainly' and equally defire to efcape unpunifhecL 

.The rule, thcreforo,,which makes what we defire 

qf btl^er men the.meafurc of bur*dealing towardt 

"them,, is to be underftood not of vicious, and' ex* 

*cei£ve deiires,, butof'iuch only as are fit and rea* 

lionahleVfuch requeft'sas W(q can, /in our calmeft 

thought^ jiidiff, tb ourfelves) fiich as, weara 

^'iiire,. may- be made. without indecenc]% andean* 

siot be retui^d without inhumanity. And, undcf 

this neceflary, limitation,, the precept of the.text 

'toay bethus underftood: '* put thyfelf intb fucli 

^' a man'sL condition^, and coniid^r, what treat* 

*' ment, whatifavours, in that caie, . thou mi^hteft 

•* fairly and j^iftly.expeft irom<him f and be. thbtt 

■•fair. to deal. with. him, accordhigto thofc' thy 

^ Juft and regular. cxpeflationsjr'* And this I ta^* 

to be. the true expj^caticur of that other eq\iivalent 

precept,, givenib the gpfpel^ to.' loveour neighhouri 

4U, otarfilvis $ ] which . we.nlay then,^ in the moft 

Vax. t C c' ' ^ proper 
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proper and ftrift fenfc of the words, be laid to do^ 
when we> firft place ourfeWes in our neighboui^* 
fiead, and, then, learn to love him; byconiider* 
ing. What degre of love and good-will, of for* 
bearance and forgivenefi, we might, under that 
change of circamftances, chaUenge from him* 

It may be thought, that the rule, thus temper^ 
cd and qualified, wRl not be of any fpeciad ufe^ 
or moment to us, in the direction of our praftice^ 
, inafmuch as the lines of duty io not feem to be 
snore clearly marked out, by this method of com- 
parifon, than they would have been, by a direft 
snjunftion to us, lo to deal with others, as right 
reafon and our confciences inform t^ that we 
ought to deal with them. For, after all, when 
we have made another man's cafe our's, we are 
ftiU left to judge, what, under fuch a change of 
circumftances, we might, in equity and reafon^ 
cxpedk from hnn, before, we tcan determine^ 
after what manner we are to behave ourfclves to* 
wards him : And, therefore, which Way focver 
we take the meafure of our duty % to the bar of 
equity and reafon we muft, it feems, in order to 
the fixing it, always finally appeal. 

•Yis true we muft — But the maxim of the tax 
is that, which, of all others, doth moft efifefluallj 
aifift us towards making a free ufe of our reafon, 
and forming a right judgment of things, on fuch 
occafions : For, by the means of it, we are able 
to confider our duty without prejudice, and to 
ftate the bounds of it impardalty and fairly. When 
we determine amift concerning the obligations 
incumbent upon us in reipeft of other men ; 'tis 
by reafon ot that ftrong weight of ielf-Iovc, 

• which. 



whicht like a biafi, mclines, and fecretly fways 
our minds towards that Side on wUch our own 
intereft lies. To ict this error rights we fuppofi: 
burfelves to be the men^ who are to receive this 
treatment from others, which we are about to 
praftife towards them ^ and« then, the fam^ 
felfiih principle makes that appear very hard and 
^nreaionable, which, before, it inclined us to 
approve i and thus our warped and perverted 
judgment, by being bent as much towards the 
oppofite fide, recovers its ftraitnefs. The rule of 
the text, therefore, is at the bottom, a wife art o£ 
rebating one degree of our partiality by another | 
h enables us to take two Several views or bur duty, 
Co eye it in different fituations, and under different 
Eghts ; and by that means, more diftindtly and 
thoroughly to difcern it. And, in this fenfe^ 
f* Meafuring ourfelves by ourfelves, and com** 
V paring ourfelves with ourfelves/* 2 Cor. x. i Zt 
ire take the fureft way to be both juft and wife. 

There's nothing, we know, that gives a man 
ib true and lively a fenie of the fufferlng§ of 
ethers^ or retrains him fo ppwerfully frqj;p doing . 
unrighteous and oppreiBve things, as his having 
fmarted^ formerly, himfelf, under the experience 
of them* Now, the fuppofing another man's ill 
iifage to be ours, is, the giving ourfelves a prefent 
fenfe, as it were, a kind of feigned experience of 
it ; which dodi, for the time, ferve all the pur- 
pofes oi a true one. 

Upon thefe accounts It is, that the precept of 
tlie text carries greater evidence, and a fuller de- 
gree of conviction in it, than any other rule of 
morality i its apparent equity and reafonablenefs, 
C c a is 



if what wc arc next to confidcr. Andtlrfs is I& 
plain 21 pohRy af not to want^ or mtfccd be 'catpa« 
W of, a fcdemn proof: For the precept mani^ 
ifcftly aim^ at that, ^baA is the known foundati- 
on of cquitjr and jnfticc, in afl matters of mter- 
^ourie between man a^d man^ the redntrinf 
things, to one. common ft,andard, by the appifca- 
ition of whith .thqr arc all to T:>e examined aiid 
tried, ^ iTiou'fhalt not have in thy bag, or ik 
•• dune Ixoufe^ (faid the Leviticai law) «* divert 
.*' weights, and divers meafnres; a. great and a 
*' fmafi p. e/ one, wherewith to buy ; and ano- 
ther, whcrewhh tp fell ;J ^ But thou fbalt have 
« a perfeft and joft weight, a perfcfl: and juA 
•* meafurelhaltthouhave,^Dcut,xxy. i^. i4,Wnat 
Is faid here of ordinary traffic and cfcallng^hblds a)i 
true of the general commerce of human lifb,^ and 
that exchange of good offices by iirhich fodety n 
tjpheld : ' h r muft t>e aperfeA weight, md a joft 
meafurc by which all men are mutuatty obliged 
to regulate their conduft, in afting and luflerihg^ 
in commanding and obeying, in giving and re* 
ceiving ; and this can be no other than the equal 
and righteous rule of the text, the Doing m all 
eafes, and to all perfonS, €ven as we -iujould he dans 
vnto. There is no one fo abfurd and unreafoii^ 
able, as not to fee and acknowledge the abfolute 
equity of this command, in the theory, however 
he may fwerve and decline from it in his praftice % 
and to agree npon it as that golden mean, which, 
Jfunvcrfally otfervcd, would make the world 
univerfally happy ; eifcry man a bcncfa^or, a 
good angd, a Deity, as it were, to his fellow- 
creatures « andeartbi the very image of heaven f 

I 



i need, 1 can hy to more, concernteg &* i^ea-" 
fonableffefs of tiiis precept: However, it may^ 
lielp to excite and qulcketi your defireS and hope's 
of obeying it, if Iprocfeed, as Ipropofcd, to poihV 
butfome diftinguiflihig properties and advantages^ 
ofit. 

'Thc^firftofwhichis, that it is alike eafjr khA 
Obtrious to a:n undcrftandings, to the mcancft and 
ippft ignorant men, as well as to thoft of the 
greateft parts and improvements. G6d is, on 
this as well as on 'other acCouftts, no refpedler of' 
perfons : Having made that wiiich is liioft necef* . 
fary, mofk common, and, consequently, fuited . 
this principle, which all men have equal occafioa 
to ufe, equally to the apprehehfibns of all men*^ 
They, therefore, who are incapable of long trains *! 
in dedui^ons of reafbn, and of adapting tVe 
feveral rules of morality to the vai-ibus circum-» 
ftkhces 6f a£kion, are yet able (as able us the 
acuteft phiilbfophers, or cafuids) to look into their 
own hearts, to aik themfelves this plain queftion^ 
and to return a clear anfwer to it : *^ Would I 
*^ myftlf be content, that others fliould thus deal. 
•* with me I Why then fhould I fo deal with aiiy 
«manr' 

Human laWs are often fo numerous, as to cfi 
cape our memories ; fo darkly fometimes, and 
inconiiftehtly worded, as to puzzle our under* 
ftandings; and their original obfcurity is not fcU 
dom improved by the nice diftinftion and fubtle ; 
reafonings of thofe who profefs to clear them 2. . 
So that, under thefe feveral diftdvantages, thejr » - 
lofe much of their force and influence ; and> itx , 
fome cafesj raiie more difputes than^ perhaps, 

tbe|r 
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they dotennine. But here i$ a law, attended witl» 
none of thefe inconvenicDcies \ the grofleft minds 
can fcarce mifapprehead it ; the weakeft memo* 
ries are capable of retaining it : No perplexing 
comment can eafilj cloud it i the authority of no 
man's glofs upon earth can (if we are but fincere) 
fwayustomakeawrongcon(^ruAionof it. What 
is faid of all the gofpel-prccepts by the evangelical 

J^rophetj is more eminenitly true of this i // is an 
igh-'Way g and the way^faring , man, thd" a foot, 
/hall not err therein, Ifa. X3pLV. 8. 

Tis not enough that a rule, which is to be of 
general ufe, is luited to all capacities ; fo that» 
where-ever it is reprefented to the mind, it is 
prefently agreed to : It muft alfo be apt to offer 
itfelf to our thoughts, and lie ready ror prefent 
life, upon all exigencies and occafions. >nd 
fuch, remarkably fuch, is that which our Lord 
here recommends to us. We can fcarce be fo far 
iurprifed by any immediate neceffity of a£ting, as 
not to have time for a fhort recourle to it, room 
for a fudden glance, as it were upon it, in our 
minds ; where it refbs, and fparkles always^ like 
the Urim and Thummim on the breaft of /laron. 
There is no occafion for us to go in fearch of it 
to the oracles of law, dead or living } to the code, 
or panders ; to the volumes of divines or mora- 
lifts: ^uod petis^ hie eft : We need look no fur- 
ther than ourf elves for it : For (to ufc the oppo* 
fite expreffions of Mops) " This commandment^ 
**'which I command thee this day, is not hidden 
^* f rpm thee, neither is it far off. It is not in 
*^hcavcn, that thou fhouldft fay, Who fhall go 
*^*up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that 

«wc 
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^ ^ we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond 
' •* the fea, that thou fliouldft fay. Who (hall go 
» «< over the fea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
? ** we may hear it, and do it ? But the word is^ very 
*' nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy hearty 
^* that thou may'ft doit,*' Deut. xxx. 11,12.13,14. 
It is moreover, a precept, particularly fitted 
for pra£tice i as it involves in the very notion of 
it a motive, ftirring us up to do what it enjoins* 
'Other mond maxims propbfe naked truths to the 
tmderftanding, which operate often but faintly 
and flowly on the'wiU and pailions, the two active 
principles of the mind of man : But it is the pe* 
culiar character of this, that it addrefleth ithlf 
equally to all thefe powers *, imparts both light 
mnd heat to us ; and, at the fame time that it in« 
forms us certainly and clearly what we are to do, 
excites us ^fb, in the moft tender and moving 
'manner, to the performance of it. We can fee 
(rar neighbour's misfortune, without a fehfible 
degree of cohcerii ; which yet we cannot forbear 
cxprefilng, when we have once made his condi* 
tion our own, and determined the meafure of our 
obligation towards him, by what we ourfelvet 
ihould, in fuch a cafe, expeA from him : ' Our 
duty grows immediately our intereft, and plea- 
ifure, by' the means of this powerful principle; 
the feat of which is, in truth, not more in the 
brain, than in the heart of man : It appeals to 
our very fenfes; and exerts its iecret force in fo 
prevailing a way, that it is even felt, as well as 
underftood by us. 

The law recommendation of this rule I ihall 
'mention, is iuiraft mid comprchenfive ix^uence ; 

for 



toT !t C3itef|ds. to ail rwki and cjonditiops of meOf 
•ndiqallkinds o^ a£lioo and intercourfc betinrc^ 
d^em.i to matter of charjtyj gcncrofitjr, and civi- 
llrjr, 1^ we)l a^Jufticc; to neganve, no lefs tbsuB 
^fitiye. dt|tie$. Tbc ruler and the ruled^ aM 
Uike ip)>jeQ to it;, public communities c^ii.xu> 
more ezeippjt thepifelves from its obligation, than 
private perfotls i ** All perfons muft fall down 
Before it, all nations muft do it fervicc,* IPfaL Ixxii. 
|.i. Andt ^^^ refpeA to this extent of it, itis^ 
that our blefled Lord pronounce it, in the text^ 
to be the iapf and the prophets. ' His meaning i^ 
that. Whatever rules of the fecoftd table arc de- 
livered in the law ^fMofes^ or in the larger com* 
ipents and etplanations of that law^ niade hj the 
other writers of the Old Teftanient, [here, and 
clfewhere,ftjrledthe prophets] they are alt virtually 
^comprif<?d iq this one ibort fignificant txfmg^ 
Wh^tfiever ye ^iLW^ld that men Jhould.dfi untoycu^ 
[d^yt epenjn.unto them : From dus, *ai from Uicir 
tx^toxckOXk fource, thQr were all originally dcrivedi 
"a^id into.this they may be tdtimately rt(blved.'} 
'••For all, the law is falfillcd in one word^** faith 
St, Pjaul^ '^ even in this, thou (halt Ibve thy.neigh* 
hour as thy fclf .•** Gal. v. 14, And.I.have (hewed 
youj that this word is the fame in fcnfe,\'«rith.the 
woKior precept of the texts, though it be not 
delivered, in fp clear, to expreifive», and fo con« 
vincinga manner. Aixd this word, thereforei 
tte fimc Apoftle calls elfewhere, •* The end ol 
the commaudoient s*' i Hm* i* 5* and 86 James^ 
•« The royal law i^ ^mitz ii. 8; That (thc^ both 
mean) in which all ^e lilies of duty, relating to 
ouJLnelj;bt>Qiur», ceutrc 1, and under wbich^ asjua* 
* '- " dor 
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^ der which, as under one conunon head and prin- 
' ciple, they may be reduced and ranged* 

Various are the ufes, into which this importartt 
truth, thus handled, is capable o£ being Improved. 
For from hence I might, in the firft place, take 
occafion to confider, whether, and how far, the 
precept here given to be the whole, not only of 
( the Lawj and the Prophets, but of the Oo/pel 

! ^alib ; and what . evangelical duties * there are, 
!which feem, as t|ie fchools fpeak, to trahicend it ; 
to be (as myfteries abe, in refpeft of reafonj not 
iindeed againft this great principle, but above, and 
beyond It J and luch, as we cannot thoroughly 
.account for, without taking the confideration of 
another world into our fchemes and reafonings. 
I might, in the next place, proceed to (hew, 
ho>V large a il^are moral truths have, even in the 
•body of revealed doftrlnes ; fi'nce the precept of 
the text, which comprehends only the duty 
we owe to our neighbours, is faid to be tM 
Law and the prophets. An expreflion, not 
indeed to be taken rigoroufly, and in the let- 
ter ! But which may however be underftood to 
imply, that as a great part of holy write is cnT- 
; ployed in djreftly prcfGng ^he duties abridged in 
'this precept, (0, die reft of it plainly points and 
refers to them :. Evem 'the higheft myfteries of 
. faith were not made knpwri to.us, witliout fome 
regard to our improvement in*^ prafticar virtues } 

' • Grotius in a^s ifv. to," ** Si quh Aictte vclit, hac vcfboraM 
ftimma fcomprehendi bmn?a 'cyangclii'pr«ccpfa,- faUHtur/* 
, Cum |K«e.ceptU{TX do U^^a -Doo cdlentlurpcr cbriftum, M< aUof 
*;i{Rtione Suf^ ^ itth^nnda Cruce, tiorf Cint in^rahuncambitum,} 
*' **• Alia etiam nga »iU ui^ipure admodum'hac rcfeihp^^fTunt.'** 

; Voi.If ■- ■"■"-• i>d -- ' - -■■•and 



Indche kiimrled^ (Sf OMe, unlds ft teiA&t6 
fluicken Otipr obedience to theie, wiH be of ii6 
manner of ifervice to ni, wpl tKitfaer better uEs ia 
Ibii worlds iior fa ve tis in 'tbc next. 

From the atterdoii, tS^ the tlcrfc of tKe text, it 
Snay be yet fiirtbet and inore cldtir^ infen^^ 
That there & a, chain of moral re^okmg, fair 
Vhlch the fevei^ duties of xbc fec6i«d taUe are 
tonne£ted together, ^d ha^ an orderly 'dependw 
knce on one common principle, ont of wl&A ihtir 
Were df atm. That virtue, tl^efore, k not aje 
plmd Koma^^e of opr nskui^t ai'bitrari^ exafi!e3 
from iis ; bit a duty fitted and proportioned to 
^e light Of our f icmdesr, 'atfd eVeijr wky Our fr^« 
fif'.atSf fervict : llom. xii. i • Ih a Word, ihat inO- 
Yality is a triie a'lM proper fcience, airid aU d»: parts 
of It capkble 6f ^ift dcmonttration. 

An obiervatibti, of inanifold and excellent iifef 

jTor it teaches W tO rejeft ^le ipretcnces of Aofc 

Vain arid f^tiiclftil erithufiafts, who have frkmc^ 

it ruk of duty to 'themfahres, a^ contrary; to the 

"liominon feiiie atid reafon, a^ it is to the curi^ 

language of^iikinldnd ; fb refitted lirid fublime^ sis 

'to bie utterly unintelligible and im{>ra^c!d)te : ' h 

B hot to be learhed, or confined, in the method 

'of other dddtrines; it h to be m^Be outohfy'Bjr 

ithe fof ice of fon« tlna^qOntalrfc ifapreffibds ; OT 

'z light that (tilnts iriWar^, wd Which cahndt IJEe 

^communicated, or dtfcbver^d. Btlt iut hdvt iM 

Jfo, learniiChrift : Eph. iv. 2o» On the contrary* 

We are ailiired, tliat we do ,our Xbrd and Maftcr 

'good fervice, fttcfa as he will own, and rewariJ^ 

Vhen we apply btnfcli^es to eftabHffa the truths of 

ourrdigfoa up6a pfixicipl^'bf rel^ii>n^^nd to 

* irgue 



acgiie meo ififo their dufr l^ ap^^pg tp aatural 
^ght| to the certaiatjdt^^m.jpnac^^^ and ?<> 
the evident dedudUpas yhic|i may pcMth the^qe 
ht m9dc by the fure ^ulet of difcourieV koi^ tli^t 
we arc aot to regard jKe' f <5nfutt?s of pofc^ V*»Pf 
pn this ^ccpunt, QiaU fijlc us ixjcre mpn) teachei^^ 
and carnal feafonerfi' ]i)ut >¥jll not alloif ^s ^o 
fpc^k by the fpiritf pr to be at 9>ll a<:.(|uarnted with 
tb£ life and power of godline^. Af if reUgioo were 
a thing defigned i^ot ti;> be under^QQ4) 'pr made 
out 1 but lo^ fome of her fia^ye m^'jefly and forc^y 
when oncf we came to reafoo ppon it I 

Nor wdui^ it be aa unprofitable re^^xion, to 

pbferve from hence tl^e great benignity and good* 

.jaej(3 of Gpd, ^ho h^th n^^de evci^pur own wiU^ 

y^p4p^ felf-lpA^e, a co^jipjicte Jaw of a^b^, f^ni 

madurc of our dpor jto jus. ^/i t}mgf it^ifftfiejfft 

jfe w(^(d (X e. whadfoeyer ye j^e willi^gj fBaifn^ 

fifuld 4o 'unf(f yofif do ye^yiii/o to ij^er^' Swcff 

> vqy ealy yoke and light bui;thepi We may {i 

Itvertej j>erih^^ jfroni i^ubri^Wng to the divide 

IBTill^ or to the will .9f jUiy of oiyf feliow-^rcfu 

jtjjj^cs, fCxerciAng a^thc^rity ovier Vf? : Wean ye 




iut>mii]ion to tnat (whe^^regjul^tcd ^y prQper cir* 
c^imftauces and views) b afl that is required of lis, 
'^iperciful Saviour, thou faidd Quce indeed to ihy 
Father, as ^bu.wef;t man, ^ot my wi/l, hut tfnnt 
be done I )3]it who could expe& that th^u fhouldft 
^aii|:e faid the (am/e .thing to us ^Ifp, as thou spt 
t^od ! However, thus m e£Fe£l» .thou |iaft faid, Ja 
.the precept 419W before us. Teach us^ Q Xord^ 
.by thf meagi qf tlm precept fp duly^to regulate 
D d a " '^ " ' our 
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our wills, that we may fafely follow them ! Makie 
thy will, ours ; that fo, in doing our own will, 
we may be fure to fulfil thiae alfo ! 

We fee from hence, how far the gofpel is from 
fupprefling or checking the principle of felf-Iovc 
in us, which it makes the ground and rule of all 
that love we owe to others ; and which, there- 
fore, we may innocently, nay ufcfully, carry to 
what degree, what height we plcafe, if we do but 
take care that the love of our neighbour keeps 
pace with that of our felf, and is governed by it. 
Very cxtravagant,therefore, and unwarantable arc 
thofe flights of devotion, which fome enthufiaf- 
tical faints of the church of Rcme have indulged 
thcmfelvQs in ; who make it neceflary for every 
Chriftian in order to his ariving at perfeftion, 
todivcft himfelf of all manner of regard for him- 
felf; nay to defpifc, to hate, and to abhor him- 
felf, in the utmoft propriety of the expreflion. 
Certainly, if what thefe myftical divines fay, be 
true, impoffible it is for a perfeft man to love his 
neighbour at all : Since he is not allowed, by their 
fcheme to love himfelf ; and ytt is bound to love 
his neighbour, as he loves himfelf (or, which is 
all one, to do as he would be done unto) by our 
Lord's exprefs determination. 

Several othrr weighty truths there arc, which 
this fruitful theme would fuggtft ; ind moft of 
tbo/c, \ have mentioned, might defcryc to be 
handled more largely. But 1 muft contraft my 
thought on this head, that I may have ropm to 
infift on one plain, ufcful inference, wherein I 
am to apply the dodl^rine hitherto delivered. It 
is this — If the precept of xiic text be fo ftmda- 

snenial 
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z mental and neccflary, fo obvious and eaiy, fo 

I lure and fafc, fo full and comprcherifive a rule 

of life and manners ; how inexcufable, upon all 

r thcfe ^counts, muft thofe pcrfons be, who, 

t throughout the whole courfc of their a^bions, 

fhew, that they do not regard it ? I fhall^ firil:, 

t rxpoftulate the cafe with fuch as offend againft 

[ this precept at large ; and, then, confidcr that 

particular and flagrant inftance of the breach of 

i it which this day affords us. 

Are we, then, any of us,'profefled contem* 
ners of revealed religion ? I hope, we are not; 
but thofe who are, would ftill be thought to have 
a mighty reverence for leafon (iince by the help 
of reafon it is, that they endeavour to throw off 
revelation) ; and while they have, this its eldeft 
and mod unqueftioned law (hould, methinks, b^ 
very facred to them. What ! fhall the great 
mafters of exaft thinking, and idolizers of reafon, 
live in a perpetual contradlAion to the firH: prin- 
ciple of it ! Win they, who have fo little light to 
guide themfelves by (that df nature alone) negleft 
to make ufe even of that little, whijch they have i 
And yet, perhaps, there is no fort of men what- 
ever, thiat offend fo remarkably againft the cvi'- 
dent righteoufnefs of this rule, as thofe, who 
•pretend moft to magnify the principle from whence 
it flows : There arc none who purfue their plear<- 
fure, fo keenly, and footh all their paffions ft> 
carefully ; are every way fo felfi/h and fo diredlly 
fet in oppofition to this generous and equal max- 
im ; as the men, who will tell you, -They adore 
plain common fenfe, but cannot digeft a myftery. 
From whence it is manifefti that their difeiteem 

0f 
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4of IftUb proceedi not firom any juft t&teoi thcjr 
Imve of rcafon, or any regard thqr boar to im 
iawt ; but merely frpin ^ fpirit of libertiAifm^ a^id 
jl ddirc of coouQg \xnMr a$ few obligations a;^ 
fotStik* Tjs not 91 freedom of thinl^g, which 
jthey aim at \ but a freedom pf living and of do* 
ing wh4t they pleafe, without the controul iO^ 
jbMV, ot £rar of punifhment. And» in order to 
tbui, OQue good jftep is, to ihake off revealed re- 
ligion ; and A^ch an pne, as is ufually followed 
i^y anotheri th^ parting with aJ) religion, even 
4hat which qature ttielf pre&ribes. To thej^ 
sea&ioery therefore we fay, that the rule of doing 
ms ihey w^ld ke thnt by is not (what they are £ 
jealous of) any impofition nppn their m^derftandf 
iagSt any puzzling H^erious do£briae^ M >& ?V 
fmre liigbt Md |}ndence« ^nd it is no darknefs at alL 
a Jiobn.i ;• Why the? do tJi^^yiipt fubmit tp it/ 
l!V3iydoih«f> ot|iHi9en^vi9g,.4oastil;iey iipc^ 
Aot bcdoae \ffi loppr^els and trampJ^ npon t^ie^ 
jn&rioirtf sevEe their Wters, and fuppian^t .tb^^ 
lequaU? carry on .tbdrimlaw^uldcifir^es^ without 
f&it or bounds, to the injiui^g ^e pr^jperty of 
Ax&y who are too wcak^t(9}e$>I^end w-itbtthepi,.ip 
4iie defaming rtheir Qoi^boui^^ reputatioo, pf 
tflefiling his bed } why, iin ^ wor.d> dp i^ey ^gudkp 
^ctnfeLves the only centre oi i^U their ^^l^k^^t 
wifhes, anddefigns; .and fiegardnpt^ingt^aCjii 
-without tfaeoi any farther jth^n itrinay be ufeful 
ito thfiir .purpofes.and ei^joyniients ? XiCt ^ fee tbp 
Jofigr ntce of men in goqd e^kimeft iftoop to tbii 
:plain dt^katte of •reafon \ and .tb|^ .¥^e ^(ha^ ,be }x\r 
xlined to. think diem fincere^ fwhen ^ey pretend 
(to iifiackw iio.the \m^s& jrfiajgpQ^^/u^.to jh^ 

only J 



GoSr, Vfhb f^ th6m hbac^tjr* {ivaaMitig alt tkoft 
^Urtxici #liScb ttoHr ftam th» tule^ MriU add mhtt 
Is behilidi mA in lib t)l#a ^ii^e ^gt^St gnwt^upoii 

But ad'#^«(i^ ^^«fif^M^ ])i<aft^ dniAt M»lm 
he^trs vt^& tIA ast) ^ft^'torfeh«ica ^gte^thi 

iVowedly bi-cak tUk ^Mpi^etpt'<jf€Br^i tOiM 

inrhs? W<6»y1«yaft^ tf weplMfe.^itfbef havlM 
)ai khovrledgi^, ahdiiR^^kh, and 4MF 0Re» %mdet2 
ifending allnyytteriiis! Blit, ^f^iretd^Klftigoiwn 
«mr iivn by'this tru^h, wMcK b^dl^m by nanivtj 
^^ift be to ilb puf p^c, that ^¥f^' ifipfhljr HfllnK i«l 
tfidffe tiliffjs #lt!ch air^ T^<^ted Iritis 1^ ig^H 
W^aeiijr GKt»iftwrtky, iii**ed, iflf(^.'r0ji^i|h^fe>l 
Bte 'if ^fe Ht^e in ^OTtiudiAtoh W'AitV ««e^»i 
tiotitide 'ihie |>i>iiKiipks''dJF-1l^mtm A^uHt^iifetfl 
HlMdibtitfut^pdfirig Whkk; there cahtM^ta^^Oktf^ 
IWa'nitjr. tct trs prdfefrj an« tellcite'^asi '^ 
%ifrj tiiitefe^cdb'aHb^Uap^^^^ouldbWlttrte^rttOj 
^btfr 4F£th3 tind' otir reltgibn is TfEln. Nbr Itf Jl 
Vrfri ohV, -and 'tmptofi^ibltei ift iifcf}5eift 'df our 
ftWcs^; k is lilft> of partxidbtir 6M{^iiehc%f tift 
Ibihiers, Wh'o'^froiiv'AiHi thftofees '^ ttb^d, i^Ol 
iil^e'66<?ifibh tadifi^rage^tliiirifluc'iiett and'dB^^ 
•c!Ady<6f 'r«5vta!ttite«Wbtii and tc'teiHten tfe€*i*. 
ir^lvieslti'aiielrinfiddft^. Thrtidfciitersdfdi'^h^ 
Tilth, ; At' dtfi39feVs*6ftn;^rtes, ntfv«r^«wift 
thfcir/ftbrttful/taJlijit "«wrfeh grtiAtttir pl^aAfre,- o^ 
l\fcccfi, thdn'^Hfen tKcy atti»dfe^th^»^<ii5icipll?s dF 
Oiriftidhftf^ btcoi^:pd<ta]gr^iliem'0^ 

of 
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of ChritHans ; crpecially in thi$ capual article of 
•U fchemcs of religion, ^ the doing to men as 
f • we would be done unto j" and can point out 
our maniieft and fcandaWus violations of this 
plain rule of reafon, while we pretend to embrace 
all the iublime do^rines, and to inherit all the 
glorious advantages, of a divine revelation. The 
heathen emperor, Severus^ (hall rife up in the 
judgment with fuch a generation. of Chriftians, 
and condemn them : Matt. xii. 41, For, he, \rf 
the light of nature, was taught highly to reve^ 
rence this precept ; it was written on the walls of 
his palace and. in the banners of his army ; it 
was engraved in his very heart, and tranfcribed 
from thence into his practice. Would to God, 
that many of thofe pretended vicars of Chrift^ 
who have iince erected their thrones in the chief 
feat of this prince's empire, had alike fucceeded 
him in an awful and confcientious regard forihis 
excellent maxim, and had been, in that refpe£t, 
as good Chriftians (or rather, as good heathens) 
as he was ! They would not then, have become 
the authors and fomenters of all that difcord 
and confufion, all thofe wars and ma£acres, 
thofe confpiracies and rebellions, with which they 
have, for many centuries paft, fliook the thrones 
of princes, and difturbed the quiet of this wcftem 
world. Nor would they, in order to cover and 
palliate thefe wicked attempts, have openly en- 
couraged the cafuifts of their communion to 
publiih fuch loofe and fcandalous fyftems. of, mo- 
rals, as, inflead of being, comments on this' rule, 
are a perfeil contradiftion toit,' and are calculated, 
not to bring up , mens obedience to the terms of 
.. the 
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i the gofpcl-terms, as near as can be, to the infir- 

* initiea and foiling*, naj, to the corruptions add 

i Vices, of hnmati nature. 

The time would fail me, fhould 1 attempt to 
? mention the mbft remarkable inftances, whichi 

i - t^rould readily offer themfelves, lii cither kind \ 

\ That one Inftatice, which the treafon of this day 

j affords us, doth, in effeft, comprehend the wick- 

cdnefs of all the reft ; and is, when briefly infift- 
cd on, fufRcicnt to raife in us a due abhor- 
rence of all thofe ungodly principles and prac- 
tices, by which the papacy hath enlarged its 
Intereft, and eftablifhed its fpiritual tyranny over 
the underftandings and confcienccs of men. 

The treafon of this day was a contrivancej 
wicked and cruel beyond example, and beyond 
expreilion; Such, as the ears of any honeft 
heathen, when they hear it related, muft tingle 
at} Such is, if perpetrated In the infancy of 
chriftianity, would have gone near to havd arrett- 
ed the courfe of it, in Countries as yet unconverted, 
and to have rendered even the miracles, done for 
Its confirmadon, infigiiificant and vain ; In a 
word, fuch, as nothing but the malice of one of 
that order, which hath been, even fince its firft 
crcAion, the fcourge and peft of mankind, could 
have projected ; nor any, but (otAt of its bigotted 
and furious votaries, durft fo have executed^ 
Bleffe4 Jefu ! That ever men, more particularly 
calling themfelves by thy narfte, and pretending 
more immediately to devout themfelves to thy 
fervlce, fhould fo far forget the law of humanity 
and kindncfs, which was vifible in every part of 
thy behaviour while thou waft ou earthy and is 
Vol. I. £ c Ml 
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ftill legible in every page of thy gofpel ! Tlut they 
ihould be mifled, by the perverfe comments o£ 
their own cafiilfts upon tl^is law, (6 far, astobelieve, 
that amaflacring fpirit was rcconcjkaWetothefpiric 
of Chriftianity, and that the genuine principles of 
it could lead, or permit, men to overturn ftates and 
kingdoms! Such illcffe& may fpringfrom ihebcft 
of caufes,religion,when perverted and abiifcd ! Such 
horrid impieties may men arrive at, whentheyhavc 
once fixed this pemuiion'6rmly in themfelv^^ 
•J'hat, bow vile foever the attempts are,' in which 
they engage, yet, if the end be good, it juftifies aiid 
fanftifiesthemcansj^ ind that the plaineil: rules anil 
duties of the gofpel do not bind thofe who are,a& 
they imagine, propagating the interefts of it. 

Bleflqd be thy name, l»or4, who dicft, ^B 
on this day, after a marvellous maimer, diflapoint 
their bloody defigns, when they were even i eadv 
to take place, and didft fufier our princes, our 

5)relates, our nobles, all the chief ornaments an^ 
upportsof thy pure undefiled religioh dOtabli{he4 
among us, to efcape out of ther hands even as a 

bird fnm the fnare of the fowler ! PSfal. cxxiv. y* 
Surely, the wrath ofmeLn haih praifed« 2Si^ fbaii 
f'lfe th'-e : — The remainder of wrath Jbult thou 
r^/?rdiw,PiaL Ixkvi. lo. 

\ I need not endeavour to raifc your thankfulf 
nefe for the mercies of this day, by fhewing, that^ 
as diftant as they are, they ftill belong to us» 
Some blcffings wax not c^, or decay ; but, lik^ 
the rod of the tribe of Levi^ laid up in the taber^ 
nacle, though feeminglv faplefs and dead, do yet 
jhoot, and lend fordi tneir bloiToms. And fuclx 
is that wc now commemorate ^ even now we taftc 
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we fweet frliits and eSe^sof it : For to this dayV 
cUiverance (this day's double deliverance) i| is pw- 
ihg, that we are freed froin the fears of papsj. 
iuperfiition and bondage 9 that we enjoy all oxit 
ifeligious'and civil libertie^^ all that is dear ^n^ 
Tkluable to us, in reipcft of this wprld, or ano^ 
dier ; and e^n that we fee., her on ^the tlironiR 
(Ae throne of her ro^al anceftprsj defigiied thi« 
'day for flaughter) who, by fitting there, prbte^ 
fl&d Tecures us in thcfe enjoyments^ _ . - . . 
Great and manifold have the Inftjahces been of 
G^od^s interpofition to reicue this church and na^ 
tion, when they mod needed it} nor is his hand 
yet Jhortened that it cannot favf: lia. l|x. i. For/ 
bfehold, what mighty things he h^thlately wrought 
for us ! Tn how feafonable aqd furprifinjj 2^ man« 
ncr he hiath bleflcd the arms, which- have bceiifi 
ttften up in. defcnq^c of his tru^e religion, the li- 
berties of £i/rp/»/, and the rights o£ mankind.^ 
againft the common invader aQd deftroyer of au ' 
of jhcm ? whofc haughty, heart, he ha^h at Ij^ft' 
humbled, an^ ftained his. bo^fted , glory ; the* 
v|in^idbi, which that proud mpi)ai:ch fet up, an4 
cqmmanded all nations. to fall dow^ and wQrfhipf . 
Tlie fuccefs, which God hath given us, is great jn ! 
krelf ,; but much greater in the confequenccg . 
which it feems to promile, Ipr who knows but 
that,' by this finglc blow, the fate of that king- 
dom may at length be decided ! of that infolent 
kingdom, who thought fhe had " put her neft in 
the rock, Numb, xxiv. 2 1 whither none could 
approach to hurt her ? And feemed (in the ex- 
pjfffion of the prophet) «« to fay in her heart, I 
Iballbe a lady for ever ; I am, and none eUe be- 
£ e 2 fide 
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iide me ? Ifau xlvii. 7, 8. Who knows, but thac 
the mighty hunter of men may^ from this mo* 
menty be oUigcd to farego his chace ? may find 
it come to his turn to fly, and be purfued every 
where ? and have the prey^ , which he ha^ vio*» 
lently Icizcdi raviflied again out of his hand ? 
Who knows but that the (everal viAorieSi which 
he hath meanly ftolen, or purchafed, may now^ 
after a more fair and generpus manner, be regain- 
ed? and all the laurels, he unjuftly wears, be tora 
from his temples, and placed on the head of a« 
pother, who better deierves them I Certain it is^ 
that God hath alr<*ady begun to do thefe great 
things for us \ which unlefs we are wanting to 
ourfelves, he will as certainly finifh. Already^ 
fince this blow was given, we have feen the hap* 
py effedls of it, in the public cQnfei&on of an ex« 
baufted exchequer, and a languifhing credit: evils, 
which God be thanked, are neither felt nor fear« 
cd by us at home, under the prefeat vigilant and 
wife adminiftration. 

<< Do thou,l> God, we befeech thee, go on to 
llrengthen the thing which thou haft wrought 
for us f Shew thy fcrvants thy work, and their 
children thy gory ! And the glorious majefty of 
the Lord our God be upon us ! Profper thou tho 
work of our hands upon us ! O, profper thou 
cur hsmdy-wcrk*" VbL Ixvii. 28* xc* i^^ k^• 
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AT 
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On Friday ^ Mafck 2^9 1704* 

Of ReUgious Redrement. 

MATTH. xiv. 23. 

ff^hm hi haifent the multitude awsy^ he went up 
intoameuntain, apart to pray* 

IT hath been difputed, which is a ftate of greater 
perfection, the fbcial, or the folitary; whereas, 
in truth, neither of thefe eftatcs is complete with- 
out the other ; as the example of our blefled Lord 
(the unerring teft and mcafure of perfection) in- 
forms us* His life (which ought to be the pat- 
tern of ours) was a mixture of contemplation 
and aClion, of aufterity and freedom : We fin4 
him often^ where the greateft concourfe was, iq 

the 
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the market-placesi in the fynagogues, and at 
feftival entertainments ; and we find him alio 
retiring from the crowd fnto a defertj or a gar« 
d^n, and there emploving himJi^f in aU ^inds o^ 
r^igious exercife, aha intercairae with God, Iw 
£afting, meditation, and prayer. In imitation of 
his rpotlefs example, we may. ^ doubdefs, lead 
public lives, innocently anduierully; converfing 
with men, and doing good to.them & mutually 
fowingf- and reaping the' fevcrjil cdmforts and 
advantages of human fociety. But becaufe the 
pleaTures of c jnyerfatioh, when too freely tafted, 
are intoxicaung and dangerous ; becaufe the 
temptation^ we there .meet with |u% ininy and 
mighty ; and even where tlie /pirii ts wiUtn^ to 
reiift, yet the fU/h is often wf ri . ^^ ought, 
therefore, to lefTeh the too gre^t complacence we 
are apt to have in fuch fatisfaftions, by fit inter- 
mifiions of then!k ; tO ftrengthen oilHeWel for fuch 
public encounters, by our religious privacies ; to 
retire from the world fomfctxmcs, and converfc 
with God, and our own confciences ;^ examining 
the ftit^, aSd fortifying i(tic powers of our fouls, 
in fecrecy and filcrice : We miift do, as bur Lord 
did, ** Send the^ multitude aw^y^ and go up into 
«* thfe moiihtaih, apnrt, to piray. . ; 

I (hall, from thefe words, take occafioii to diP.* 
coiirfe to you coticeming the great ifbut much 
negtefted) duty of retig;hus retreats ani recoUec^ 
Hon. 1 !fha!l, firft, briefly (hew jrdu, tinder What . 
limitaticihs I wbuld be uriJerrtod to Recommend * 
the duty ; arid, then, what the advantages are^ 
which krifc from a detout arid difciffcct pcrfor- 
mitricc of it* 

1 



I. mean not tp^pr^^s; uppn ypn, A*": fprt of r«- 
.tirctnent, wjiici^is fo nxwk cft^aii^d and prafli* 
fed in thi; churcjbi of . Ho * e\: w}^P all.pcrfcfliQa 
is recjsqned to cqnfif^.iq fplupdf^ and oq maais 
allowed c^pabl5.(^a5riyii^ at th?.licight o£irirtuff 
y'ho doth not ^nphiinf^tf.pft^U JtW ^tovenicacifcs 
of lifcj ai\d r.ci^qvoce alj.jpr^apncr of j^jcquaintancc 
%¥ith't|ic.w6rld anc^.tji^? things of,U: 1 f^^e.jiQt^ 
xijhisrein t^iis f^ate qf lift c)aiflaitfec. pr^-^mjincncc 
over a^ others ; . hovf ix, \% fQi^ded iQ na^urey and 
Xicafpn i w|iat p^;|rtu;p|^r e?c§a^pM, ^i^pci^pt, ox di- 
jp^ipja th^rp.is in t^l gpfp^» invuii^g- ns, to it. 
j^i&« Baptift.is iBd^p4» thcj^e , rppKrf«ated» as fe- 
flucftring hypfcjf • frftixx bjutnan C9UV€xfc, and 
jbending his tioi^e j'li , the ixfikerw/s, : b»t a§ hjp ii 
iaid to h^yc, cppap ««. tk^^fpirit anfi pqiVif.er of, £iias 
jLukei..! 7# iap, 55 .(^.{pjufU f^:^ff^r^9xirQmth€jj>irii 
of t^wgofp^l) apd did, t]^€r?fpjce, profeffedly^imi* 
taf e^ that , pypph^tj in , hi^ . fe y ere , mannet: of lifot 
and look, and diet, and garb, and bebayiqusy 
and,doarinc j fp his ^x??npte belonged rather to 
fhc Mqfaicjl^te^ undfiJ" >^hicb h^ liycd and.faugh% 
^an tp the Ckfi/^f^fi^ di/ferjiirioni which hcgaAf 
vrjicrq his preaching, cnde4f» No.c, diAcveo^ the 
liiptiil himfelf pfOppfehi^.own p^aftice,. as.a pat* 
fern to, his foUoycrs % "on,thq contrary, v/htxitbe 
t!{oiie^ the pukl^fAf^^ zx\dithefoi4im enquired of 
hljn, 'whdt ihfxM^Hf^ ^oUfl^eframfhLVfrAtb U 
$me^j h^did.npt exhort .t})|<:i|xto^gp oiit of the 
■ilrprld iiwi^ th^ w.ydc(:p^; but gs^yc them, fnch 
dir)e£Upi|s only ^ related to a faitl]f6il ^charge of 
^elr duty in their feyeraXftations.^and callings 3 
And ,when afteriwirds pur. Sayio^^* began to enter 
<}p iu^/m4QiiS^y«. ani (p. appcacisi Oii^jSayiourt 

by 
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hf pobliihing the gofpel of his kiogdom, we find 
nothing either in his adions, or his doAribe, to 
. countenance that reclnfe and folitary ftate, which 
Ibme fince, who would be thought beft to have 
imitated his example and obeyed his precepts, 
have fo zealoufly efpoufed and pra£tifed. His di- 
vine diicourfes were chiefly Ipent in prefling meii 
to cxercife thofe graces which adorn the fociable 
fiate : even his firft fermon on the mount to the 
multitude did, in the entrance of it, recommend 
• and enjoin a public, confpicuous, and exemplary 
irirtue ; and (with fome aUuiion, perhaps, to that 
eminence on which he fat, and the company which 
iurrounded him) he then likened his diiciples to a 
kity fit §n an hili, that cannot ke hid: he com* 
tnanded them to put their light in a candiefiick, 
not under a hujhei; and Jo to make itjtine before 
men^ that they^ fi^^t ^^^ S^ works ^ might glo* 
t'tfy their Father vfhicb is in heaven^ Matt. v. 14* 
15, 16. 

. Far be it from me, however to condemn all 
diofe good and holj perfons, who have betakeil 
themfelves to this folitary and auftefe courfe of 
living. Doubtleis, many of them were aAed by 
a fincere, but mifguided, principle of piety; the 
fruits or which, tho' mixed with a great alloy of 
fuperftition, did yet, in divers refpeAs, redound 
to the credit of religion^ and the good of man« 
kind. But fuppofing thefe to be real, yet they 
were, I fay, uncommanded inftances of virtue ; 
not poflible, or, if poilible, not fit to be pra^tifed 
by the far creater part of Chriftians. The re-* 
treat, thererare, which I am fpeaking of, is not 
that of mwulu and hermit*^ but of men living in 

the 
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the world, and going out of it for a time, in or- 
der to return into it) ^it is a temporary, not a ro« 
tal retreat ; Aich as we may leave off, or refurne^ 
fit pleasure according a| we have need of it, or 
an opportunity for it» iuch as is coniiftent with 
All the burners,: apd even with the innocent plea« 
fures of life ; and is fo far from interfering with 
the duties, of .our ppblic oiEces and ftations, that 
it difpofes and ^etial^les up for the better difcharge 
of them. TTis this fort of retreat wh^h may bt 
. prQperly made the^matter of ^general cxhortatida 
^cfro^n thc'pulpit,^ becaufq it is really matter of g^« 
Dcral obUgatiQu to every\good and fincere Chri-* 
ftian. 

No man IS, or ought to be, fo deeply immerfed 
in the aSairs of tt^ia worldi.. as not to be able p 
retire ffoip them .i\ow ^nd then into his clqnjt^ 
there to mind the concerns of another* £veify_ 
day of hislifc^ early or late, fome moments the^ 
may and muft &i\d to beftow this way ) the Lords 
day particularly is a great opportunity of this 
kind, which can never, wholly be negle<n;ed with- 
out indevotion, or even without fcandal. And 
fuch.alfo is the annual feafon of recolle£kion itx 
which we are now far advanced 5 not, 1 truft, 
Without having employed it, in fome meafure, 
to thofe good purp jfes for which it was intended* 
At fuch times as thefe, either when the labours 
and ordinary occupations of life ceafe, or whea 
public diyerfions and entertainmeats are forbict* 
den 5 Then every one, the noble and the meai^ 
the wealthy and the poor, hath it certainly in hif 
power, if it be but in his heart, to retire : tQ 
fiep aiide from the hurry and vai^ties of life, and 
Vol. I. JPf 93ii^ 
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•n theanvrementtofYenre, and to ex«miae» and 
fcni^rove, 'ited to e^}6^ Eimfelf in private 
' That we may be all^xcited fo to do, I fhall 
proceed, in the next i^Vktti to rcprefent to yov 
^he iWeral advantdget attending this religious 
^fajdce i 'whetber'we' coh^der it, as a means of 
^flfadingtheSl impreffioas made 6a onr^ minds 
In iMf 'tonverfatfon, br as a» opportxinir^ of 
thirfiling fiirther degrees of |ierf(KVion and ^ 
lx>uDding m dl the methods of ^Iritual v^ 
^rcrrcment.' s • i • ' •- 

The* advantages elf the firft kind, which it 
afibf ds tii^ are plaiiii]^ fbch as thcfe ; That k 
unites and fixes 6nr icattered thoughts ; places 
Its out of the reach ofthe moft dangerous tempta* 
tions \ frees Xii from ^e infinuating comagioQ 
<>f m exiitnples^ and hulHes arid hys afleeb thote 
troublefome paffidns, whfch are the greaf mftut- 
^rs of our repofe and happineft; 
' A diflipation of thoughts i^ the natund and 
unavoidable effeA of Crar cdnrerfog much in the 
^6rld % where' we cannot hdp fquandring awaw 
t great deal of our time upon ufelefs objeAi, 6€ 
tio uue worth in themfeWes, and of no real 
eoneem to us. We roul on In a circle df vaiia 
l^mpty plealures, and are delivered ov^r contin^ 
cally from one flight amufement tb another ; ev^ 
fccmingly veij bufy and ev^r really very idtf j 
applying ouirlelves without refpite to that, whK^ 
it becomes us roofVto negleft, and utterly negk^* 
liil of that one thing neceflaryj which it becomea 
and behoves us moft to purfue. Tbu gives tis bf 
degrees fuc^h a leVlty'and wantoimefs of fpirit^ i,% 
rtnifcs admitcatiicf' to aU fcrious thoughts, and 
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clofet a terable place to. lu^jin^.foHmd^ ft jbiaiTfi 
^eiu. To j;etrieTe ouicfebfes f^c^^ thif y;uP| u^^ 
cer^lfi, rbyiogt. diftrsUfted m^, .of /]piixi)dag.^4 
liviog^ U if requUSte to retu-c ^queptlj, and 4Q 
coi^verfe much .with ( wl^atwe abo vq alUhia» lo ve^^ 
andjret abbVe all thiogs hatCs ^9 coi^i^^fie with) 
ourielvei } to iaure oui; poinds to recq^e^tio^,, Xf^ 
fiqc.them on ttiLC greateft. ^nd.moft; concerning 
p^jpds, thofe which religion fiigge^, ^d whip|| 
nrjU^ bj their iq[i{M>rtance, ddevye^ j^id engage^ 
and'cominand our attention ; till thp bufy fwarn^ 
of Twi..images,..that befets us» be thorough!/ 
d^fper/ed^and the fevers^ fcattered rays of thought, 
bf beiuig fhus^g^Ue^d.^togetl^erii .dp by, little an4 
Uttfewarm our froaen heartSj and at laft produce 
anholy fl4me.\>_. . ^ k; :: --i .tt it 7 .!. -. 1 
; Ihe expedience of retirei^nt iayietgreat^r, -^ 
,tt\retnoYes u&^u^of the way of die^pipftp^effiog 
asidpo^rfui: temptations that are incident t<^ 
human nature* We all know by expqrieuce, tba^ 
thefe. meet us moft freqj^ently andafiefO: u^ moft 
ilrong^y . in Cbciety ; - ijrh^re our fenfe^,, the greal^ 
ix^let^f . of ..temptationi ai^; moft. awakened, an4 
tempting obje^h, by dieif number aud nearnef$, 
majce the,mpii vivid and lafUag io^eiHonfi uppi^ 
m« . ^ Indeed, there is no p4ace, no ftate,, or. 
fcjene 'of life,, that hath not its proper a^d pecu* 
Gar temptations^ even folitude itfelf is not without 

•. 'O 5t ryntpiiuw riftyov, imtiffetv .fttv i^« rw artKeiotv ttitrdit 
mora ^ Koyt<r/A9f utoik^ wfoyfetil^s n rofuray a\K a^ivtif n 
fmVhtrtee ^ rec^tof v^t^nvat Iwajksvn, /toe. ro ^ Vforxm^cct i%u» 
tiv riur ccTo th^ S-ifi^iae uMv r» ^kcyu.. ... .- W • . 

X^trtr. »<^f Jf^oruy. p s^o Edit, per Hughes fa^he. 

Ff a them: 
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them : but they arq few, ah(l faint, in compari* 
Ion with thpfe to which Our appearance on the 
great ftagc of the world expofos us 5 and when-' 
ever they atwck us irt onr receffcs, Htkj doy or 
may, find . us prepared, and tipon our guard ;. 
wc are then at leifurc td encounter them, and 
have helps near at handj which, if made ufe of^ 
will enable n^to decline, or baffle them. Whereas, 
hi public, -^t are merdy parffivc to fiich impreffi* 
Ons} which ftrifcc our minds, fo violently, and 
Ibccecd each other fo felV, thit we have no op* 
portunity, no firength, no inclination ahnofi to 
withftand them. 
. The great rifquc which virtue runs in company, 
is, from the neighbourhood of ill examples, which 
$xt of fo contagious a nature, that, if we live 
much amongft tnem, we fhall as furely be cor-. 
rupted by them, as he that, often breathes in ill 
air, will at laft partake of the infe6Hon. 'Tit. 
dangerous for the mod innocent perfon in the 
world to be too firequcndy and nearly a witneft 
to the corhmiiEon of vice "and folly. Such viewy 
leffen the natural horror we have for filch afUons \ 
and render the thoughts of them more familiar^ 
andkfs difpleafing to us. Efpecially, when we 
are ufcd to fee ill things praftifed by perfons, 
whom we regard ; the favourable opinion we have 
of the doer extends itfelf to the action done ; and 
leads us infenfibly from feeing to approving, and 
from approving to imitating. And thus being 
(the very bed of us) prone to do evil, and living 
fn the m\di^ of evil ; being attacked thu$ fron\ 
withopt, and betrayed from within ; we are not 
fapabk of maJkingaa eSi^^at reQhance: The 

only 
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only refuge, we have, is in retreat, where wc 
may at leilurc corfeft the ill impreiEons that have 
been made upon us ; and by difufe and diftance. 
tireaken the force .of thofe ill influences which wc 
could not wholly a^oid. 

' Another advantage which retirement affords 
vs, is, that it calms and compofes all the pailians; 
thofe efpccially pf the tumultuous kind 5 which, 
while the bufinefi and pleafures of life poflefs o.ur 
heartsj arc under a reftlefs and violent agitation. 
We feldom mix long in convcrfation, without' 
iheeting with fotne accident that ruffles and dif* 
turbs us ; fomewhat that plays either upon our 
hopes or our fears, our averfions or defires. Aa 
injurious, or flighting word is thrown out, which 
we think ourfelves obliged to refent ; or fomc in- 
Docetit expreflion of ours is miflnterprcted and* 
refented by others, and that provokes a return. • 
Our enemy comes in our way, andkindles thought*, 
of averfion and hatred in us; we look upon thofd^. 
who are above iis in all the advantages of life, 
with envious eyes, and with contempt on thofe 
who are beiiieath us. Thus arc we delivered over 
from pafllon to pafljon, toflid and difquited in our. 
minds, during the intercourfe we maintain with 
the world. But when wc quit it, and retire, all 
thefe winds are prefently laid, and there is a per- 
feft calm. The objefts, which excite us, being 
removed, our appetites alfo languifh and die a- 
way ; we poflTefs our fouls in patience and peace, 
and enjoy a profound tranquility and refl, the 
pleafure of which is great to thofe who a^e fo 
happy as to have a relifh for it ; and is enhanced - 
by being always tafted with innocence. 

Woula 



^ Would thou then 'be fipcc firoiri qiyy and fcorp^' 
Irbm anger and ftrife \ ti'j'itovcL the qccafions.oC 
them s fteal away from the great icene of ^ffioi|i' 
tfad bufinefi into thy' privacjj (hut the doors a« 
bout thee, '* Commune with thine own Keart ia" 
thy chamber, and be ftill,^ Ffal. it. 4. The^C, 
til animoCucsare forgotten, all purfuits all com* 
fjetldon ceale ; there ^alt marks kA diffin£tion are^ 
laid afide ; 'the great and the lowly, die prince 
and the iubjeA, are upon the level ; equally un« 
<fer the eye of one common hiaftcr,^icqually defir* 
0U8 oTpleafinghim, and mindleis of lefier ipte* 
refts aiid concerns. There the vanities and vexa* 
tibhs of this world are ihut piit, and the confide*, 
rapoiis of another are let in ; and our foul cnjoyi' 
tl^at fweet contentment and r^qpofe, wluch. it en* 
joys^nb where elfc, on this Gdc heaven. \ 

^ I have hitherto confidered. the yfcfufnefepf rcr' 
ligious retreat, with refpe^l to Tome ill impr^^ 
fio'nsmade upon us in converiatldn, wntcti itjre*' 
iripvcs':.! (hall now confider it,' as produfUve of, 
the chief c^rilVIan graces and' virtues ; inafmych, 
as It ^ords us the bcft opportunity of knowing^ 
God, and our (elves, s^nd of taking all the propec^' 
methods to reconcile ,and approve ourfelv^^. to. 
Godj which are coniequent upon (uch a Xno^r-i 
ledec.' For, tho* it be expedient for every rank, 
a^d order of men, yet it is more particularly ad-, 
vahtageous to penitents, to ^p i(/> with our Savi«~ 
Cifir int0 the mountain, apart , to pray • ^ 

T'is our duty and our privilege, our chief ho-' * 
npiir and happinefs, to be aquainfed with Gcd^ 
JbK xxii. 2 u and this acquaintance can never be, 
ioade> but where we divcAourfilves of all other 

acqiguntance^ 



mcquaintance, j in our clafcts. When .w,c have cal- 
^e(f off oWih&ugLts jfroiS wqrU^ puriuiti and 
*taga!gemcnt6, then f and' not iill then) are wc\^t 
liberty 'to fii them on the bcfti the inoft de^erv- 
•fegi' kiid ASMhXc of o^l^s, Gqi ; to ftn4y his 
blcfled nature and perfeoioris, to imprint a filial 
aWc df him jon our pearts, a li\(ely fenlc of |iis per- 
petual infpeftion and pfefence ; to abound in ail 
the ihethods of devout application to him, ' Jn a<£w 
(pf pctitTon anil prni^e,' of joy and wonder, or 
Ibbihiflii^ii aSrid hope, of love ana ajjiance i to 9* 

En all oui*yant$, anci' impart all our griefs t^ 
m,' andtoexprefs, in the mqft fignificant man« 
Her Vfi ar^ able, piir entire and unlimjted depep- 
4ancc u^b him ; ^ill, fey often dwelling Qnfi|ch 
fSib\ights and reflexions as ttiel^* jf^ h^iye n^ac^e 
ihem famifiiirj hahjtual and natural to us ; ana 
kikii hayeis ^afy and delightful a rccoi4^'r^ to GocL 
^ kll accidents, ^nd up^n all occaiipns, as ai jfpA 
i/ath to* a oetoy^d and tpviiig parent, wno^, he 




end and guide or all our adlions, the ifixed centre 
of all our wiflies, defircs, and defignjS : tilj ^ 
bring our felves to love nodiing Jp cgmpp^itipn 
with him, nothing but in order to t)t,c (?moyr9cn| 
bfhim; and rcfolve to do nothing, anp^p^ no* 
t|iing,'but what we arc fure will pleafc hin)» 

Can any thing refine, ralfc?! pi; enpob{e oim; 
ratures more than fucli a cony^^fatipn a^ this^ 
lyhich is thus bcgun^ improved, and perfeiftf?d.ii| 
folitude ? fhall w? not think it' Vofth our ^il^* 

^ ce^ Cor a tim^ ^^fP ^H^^'^H%^^'f^ ^^4 
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perifhing fricndflups with men, that we may be 
the more at ieifurey aod the better qualified, 
to enter into this divme correfpondence, which is 
of the vafteft concern to ns, and upon which our 
cverlafHng wclf^e depends ? 

While indeed our our hearts are deeply engag- 
ed in the pleafures of inch a fpiritual commerce : 
But, after wc have once accuftomed and inured 
ourfelvcs to it, we ihallfind it the moft delightful 
cntertainmeniof themindof man, pleafing as light 
to the eyes, '* fweeter than honey and the honey* 
comb." Senfual men may make fport with fuch a 
pretence, and call it end^ufiafm, and the product 
of an heated imagination \ but they, that tafle 
the fatisfadlion, know it to be real, and would 
not part with it it for all the delights ^of this 
world, can afford : and which (in the difparaging 
phrafe of the A'poftle) they count but as dung, in 
compariibn of the excellency of this knowledge of 
bod snd Cbrift Je/us, Phil, iii: 8. 

As religious retirement is a great means of ad« 
Tancing us in the knowledge of God, fo doth it 
aiBft us towards attaining a true knowledge of 
ouHclves ; towards fearching and trying all our 
ways, and getting a right information concerning 
the ftate of otur confciences. He that will thri^ 
in his temporal affiurs, muft often balance his 
accounts, examine his gains and lofles, l|d fee 
what proportion they bear to each other; coi^der, 
where his conduct may have been faulty in any 
refpeft, and how for the future to reftify it. The 
fame vigilance and care is requefite in relation to 
our fpiritual concerns alfo ; and we can never 
exert it efiedfaially but inihe clofet^ wheit privacy 

and 
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and'filente l)cfriend our cnquiHes. When thtf 
importunity of outward objects ceaies, when the 
noife and avocations of a trpublefome world arc 
tt a diftance, wc may enter upon thefc fearches * 
without difficulty, and finilh them without inter** 
ruption. We may then look inwards, and take 
a diftinfl Tiew of what at other times paiTes there 
unobferved ; of our hidden inclinations and aver* 
£ons, of the fprings which fccretely move us ia 
all our purfuits, of the temptations that befet us 
bardeft, and moA frequently foil us, of the 
ground'that we have loft, or got, Jn our feveral 
encounters'. And when we are advanced this far 
in the knowledge of ourfelves, and of our ruU 
ing fins and infirmities, we have taken the moft 
^iefulsind necefTary ftep toward abounding in the 
\htzt great duties of the penitent^ iontrit.on, re« 
folution, and prayer . * 

' . Contritibri u an holy grief, excited by a lively 
Icnfei not 'only of the punifhment due to our 
{uUt (that the fchools call attrition) but likewife 
of the infinite goodnefs of *God, againft which 
%ive hiive offended \ accompanied with a derefta« 
tion.of our fins, and of ourfelves, for the fake of 
it. At this a£tof the mind, repentance (proper* 
lyfpciaking) begins; and this godly concern of 
heart is rarely attained (to be fure, it can never 
t)c duly exerted and improved^ but. in private* 
And, therefore, in the ftory of St. Peter^ we may 
obrerve, thdt, as fooh as a conviction of his guilt 
liad feized him, it is faid, he went out^ and wept 
kitterly ; Matt, xx^i, 57. he withdrew into a fa* 
cred place, where he might mourn his own fall 
with freedom} where he xni^ feedj aodraiie up 
Vol.. I. G g 10 



934 Of Rd^gimi Mrfirmmf . fcj|¥. ID 

to a doe hci 'he, die inward tngmfli he fclt» and 
indulge himielf in all the czprcffioos of fincene 
Ibf row. The woonds of confiacfnce. like other 
woDnds» thongfigenerallj received in public mufi 
always be ^healed in prirate: There thcj may t^ 
laid open and fcarched to the bottinn, there \hfi 
raging finart of them ii heft endured^ aind there 
iniuUe remedies are moft eafilj and moft vStfuSsf . 
apllied; where leifure and reft» fiknce and a pro^ 
fCT difci[dine9 affift the potipnt i^nd promote ||^ 
eure. 

The next ftep to eontridoPy » refblntiont or 
a firm immntable pnrpofe of heart, never inosp 
tp allow ooHclvcs in that tr^ql^neffioni, which w^ 
pow abominate and deplore. And, in order to 
the forming fuch a wen-we^g^dl ^uid ftd)Ie rt&i^ 
iution» there muft be a calm and clear forefi^hf 
of the ^ffioddes which maj attend the ezecutiof 
of it, and a juft computation of onr own ftrength 
to bear up againft them ; we mnft delibentc^ 
confider nncbr ^hat circnmftances. the t^ptUr 
tioh, againft which we are now arming onrie]|Te% 
fiath befet n^ hardeft, an4 how,, for the Aituiiej 
fre may heft decline them ^ what helps ^nd fopf 
ports we have by experience found moft ^ra)| 
fnd how, iq the day of trial^ we may be (ccnrt 
of them; to what a broken dUp^ited ftateof 
finind we have already reduced purfclves, by & 
ipften and lightly departing; fipom wl^t we had 
jmrpofed % and, with how much, greater dLdElci4v 
^r, every time that we give way, we recover ouf 
groynd. I need not prove -to you, that th^ 
fnd the lil^e rcfle^ons, which are neceflVj ^Of 
irardi our rcfidviim wcU l^l4 wifdyi car ncv^ bf 
y."-- ' dircit 
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dwelt oh, in all chdr diie compafs and force, but 
at leifure, and in facred rl^tirement Doubtlef^ 
the good Pfalxnift had been fome time in hit do* 
fet, jsind on his knees, when he uttered thofe env* 
|>hatical words, / bav^ /ti/tr/i, and amjUdfafil^ 
furj-rfed^ i$ keep thy righteous judgments^ rfalin 
cxii. ICO. . / 

But of all the duties of the pehitei]it, that which 
fanvacy beft qualifies us for, is * Prayer, which 
It enables us to perform in fuch a manner, as ii 
likely to be mod prevalent and effe^al. Great 
indeed is the excellence and advantage of public 
devotions, as they teftify our common reverence 
of the divine Being, as they are bed fitted to im- 

S'lore or to acknowledge public blefiings, and ai 
ley excite a public emulation in the breafts of 
jinccre worfhippers. However, in fome refpefls« 
they muft yield the pre-eminence to clofet-pray^ 
cr ; particularly in this. That they are not fo well 
calculatf^d, as that, to procure caie and repofe 
6f confciente to the finher, and to adjuft particur 
^ar accounts between God and bur fouls. For it 
is of fpecial u(e to this purpofe, in thefe three 
refpeds } as it affords us the beft opportunity of 
(eing fixed, fervent, and circumftantial in our 
addrefies to God. 
In .the (blemn (ervice of the' fan£)iuary, let us 

* T<ir9p nrxfy ut T» 0^#> <ev(iCai>«, trmtivav nftetc or< zaktf 

(fjvt^of ttf ra( (pnfAue aitft^t, mckci / ^vvKTcpcuM xroXKXMf sv;^*« 
^<v#*, vat^iuw nfiMi fCtu rvn ka't m koci^v x«< rwv «jro rv roirw 

yaxntn^ kmi xtfiiwv Airavlut aieaKXMrlMra ^•fvQo* ttfit,a{, Chry(bft« 
M M»tt« lUf, i,$. 

G g 2 endeavour 
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endeavour never fo much to prevent diftra£tionSj 
we fhall now and then be fenfible of them : Out-* 
ward obje^s will break in upon our fenfcs, :ind 
divert the application of our minds ; even the 
length of the office, and the daily return of the 
fame forms, will, to perfons not rightUy qualified 
and difpof<^d, occaiion fpiritual languors and 
wanderings. And this is not the cafe only of 
ftated forms; the fame inconvenience doth, in a 
much higher degree, belong to unpremeditated 
prayer ; the hearers of which muft firft judge of 
the fitncfs, both of the matter and the expreflion, 
before they can reafonably join in what they hear. 
>\ nd thus the novelty of the phrafe, inftead of 
fixing, breaks and divides the attention of a fin- 
cere worfhipper : his curiofity indeed may be a- 
wakened by this means but his devotion is cer- 
tainly checked and fufpendcd. Now thefe ob- 
llacles are all removed, thefe inconveniences arc 
prevented, when we pray in private. We arc 
then placed immediately under the eye of God, 
which awes us ; but under no other eyes, and in 
the neighbourhood of no other objefts, which 
might divert or difcompofe us: We are at liberty 
to employ that part of our time in the perform- 
ance of this fervice, when we find ourfelves beft 
diipofed for it; to make choice of our own 
th- nights, and our own words ; fuch, as are beft 
fuited to our prefent neceffities and defires : And 
what is thus pafling within ourfelves, we cannot 
bit perceive, and attend to. We may break oS 
from the duty, whenever we find our attention 

flags; 
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flags; and return to it at a more feafonable^Qf^ 
foortunity* ^ f . , 

Nor -arc we capable, at fuch times, of being 
more fixed only, but likewife more fervent anq[ 
inflamed. True religion is ever modeft and re- 
served in its demeanor, when it appears In pub* 
lie ^ jealous of doing any thing that may favoul^ 
of vanity and oilentation; unwilling to allow it* 
felf in any fuch eaineftnefs of^fpeech, or fingu« 
larity of behaviour, as may call off the eyes and, 
ears of others to obfcrve them : It contents itfelf^t 
for the moft part, with a compofed and ferious 
look, with a iimple and unaffe^ed carriage. But 
when public regards and reftraints are taken ofi> 
the pious foul may then let itfelf loofe into ^e 
higheft fervours of zeal, into the freeft rapturct 
of thought, and into a fuitable vehemence and 
wrath of exprcfllon : There is no fort of holy ad-* 
drefs, which it is not then allowed to make ufe o^j 
no outward figns of devotion and reverence, which 
it may not decently abound in. 

There is yet another great advantage that at- 
tends our private devotions ; they give us leave to 
be as cxprefs and particular as we pleafe in our* 
reprefentations. In the church, the finner atid. 
the faint, men of all ranks, diftln^lions, and at-: 
tainments^ in virtue, muft join in the fame com- 
mon forms : And though each of them may, by 
a fuddcn glance of mind, adapt the general words 
to his own circumftances ; yet one branch of the 
fervice prefles too faft upon another, to adm t of 
any paufe between them. And tliey, therefore, 

who 



iHko ilk atkitt ikt idad of 2hy {^ihlctilar guilty 
rife not from their kneet with lb much edmtort^ 
U they l^duicf ha^e d6rte» had they beea at liberc/ 
to di^etl iipOn it, aiid cbofefi it in all its aggrava« 
fionl. Thiilit>6rty their clofet, and that alOne, caai 
ASbrd thetil 'thef^e they may expatiate as mucli 
is they pleafe upon their wanti and unworchinefs: 
There thejr may potir out aD their complaints tq 
Cod, and Hj open all their griefs and fears, and 
lend tip all tneir thanks and ackhowledggients *. 
There Importunities are not forbidden, repetitions 
itre riot unbecoming! but they may periift knock* 
lag tin it ii opened to themj and afking till they 
Have obtained. 

*t)xc£e are fome of tne many (piritual advan«» 
Cages, which tlie prefent hours of holy recollec-^ 
tion, when well employed, will be fure to affbrc^ 
lis. Aiid God graint, that all of us may, as we 
Uave opportunity aiid leifure, fo employ them f 
" Iiide^, the greater our fpherc of public aftion 
b, the Icfs time we can allow ourfelvcs to fpend 
ip thefe rcHgious exerciiibs; but ftill fome of it is 
due to thcni, nor cain any lecular ca!res, or avoca« 
tibns.whatfoever, wholly excufe us from paying 
it. bur bleflcd Lord, we are fure, had very great 
bufihels to tranfaA with mankind, and a very 
ihort time in which to finifh it % and yet, during 
bis three years converfation oh earth, we find him 
often exchanging the duties of the active and pub- 
lic ftate, for thofe of the folitary and private 9 
^< fending the multitudes away, and going up in« 
fb the moiimain, apaft^ to pray.** And we are 

' fure 
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fure^ that in this, as well as other refpeAs, he 
** left m an example^ that we ihould follow hk 
fteps.** aPet.iLai« 

To Him, fgither witi tie Father and tie UeJ^ 
fed Spirit^ three perfms andeneCod^ haft 
erihedaUmajeftvg dominion^ andfewer^ u$w 
and/9r evermare. Ainc% 
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